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Art. I. Lingua Sacra: in Three Parts. Part [. Contains a com- 
lete Hebrew Grammar, with Points, &c. &c. Part II. A com- 
plete Hebrew-Englifh Dictionary, &c. &c. Part IIL. To contain 
all Words, both appellative and proper, &c. &c. By David Levi. 
In Three very large Volumes. 8vo. 21, 16s. 6d. Boards. Par- 


fons. 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788. 


HE Author of this work is a zealous advocate not merely 
for the antiquity, but even for the divine original, of the 
vowel points. He endeavours to refute the affertion of Elias 
Levita, that the invention of the points is to be afcribed to the 
Jews of Tiberias. He doubts the exiftence of any fuch fet of 
men at the time which Elias fuppofes ; and, even admitting this 
fact, thinks it highly improbable, that their invention fhould 
have been adopted by the Karite Jews, who were alike profefled 
enemies to tradition, and to innovation of every kind. He then 
replies to the grand argument which is ufually urged by thofe 
who contend for the late inftitution of the points: he attempts 
to prove, that the vowel points and accents are exprefsly men- 
tioned in the Babylonifh Talmud, and confequently prior to the 
date of that work. He even aflerts, from the paflage in the Tal- 
mud which is explanatory of Nehemiah, viii. 8. that they were 
actually ufed by Ezra, in order to make the congregation of 
Ifrae) fully comprehend the true meaning of the Law. He then 
produces various arguments, none of which however appear to be 
novel, in fupport of their claim to a ftill higher antiquity ; and in 
page 33, he concludes thus: * For thefe reafons, I am clearly of 
Opinion, that the vowel points, as well as the letters, were given 
by God himfelf.”, That the man who avows this opinion fhould 
employ more than ordinary diligence in explaining the rules by 
which the various changes of the points are regulated, and in 
developing the principles on which thofe rules are founded, can- 
not be matter of furprife. Indeed our grammarian is particularly 
Copious in this part of his work; and fome of his remarks ap- 
pear to be ingenious and original: though we cannot help 
thinking that his Grammar would have been more generally 
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ufeful, if he had dire&ted a greater fhare of his attention to other 
fubjeéts, which we muft confider as of much higher import- 
ance. 

To the author’s arrangement, we cannot allow the praife ei- 
ther of neatnefs or perfpicuity. He gives us, indeed, a vaft 
mafs of grammatical precepts; but we want that /ucidus ordo 
which conftitutes the chief merit of elementary treatifes of every 
kind, and on which much of their utility neceflarily depends, 
The tenth and eleventh chapters, in particular, which contain 
an account of the nouns, their derivations, and the various 
changes to which they are fubject in declenfion, &c. muft, we 
apprehend, be extremely obfcure at leaft, if not perfe@ly unin- 
telligible to the Hebrew ftudent, without a previous acquaint- 
ance with the twelfth chapter; where Mr. Levi treats of the 
verbs, from which it is well known the nouns are almoft uni- 
verfally derived. 

In page 159, we are told that, * there are fome feminine 


“iup Mdiaw and very often with two Sezo's, as, NUN 


n wy &c.’ We know not on what authority it is afferted, that 


thefe nouns are plural; and fome reafons, at Jeaft, ought to have 
been affigned for the affertion, We certainly have hitherto 
confiddred them as fingular ; and indeed the author himielf, in 
his Lexicon, feems to have forgotten, or, perhaps, on maturer 
deliberation, relinquifhed, his tormer opinion, For under the 


root “Ii we find nop m1 full of incenfe, Numb. vii. 
14. FWP} and mine incenfe, Ezek. xvi. 18. WD NADP 
the perfume of the incenfe, Exod. xxx. 1. Under $y we have 
n> aw NI VIN Say now Shibboleth ; i.e. the flood, the paffage 
of Jordan which the Ephraimite wanted to pafs, Judges, xv. 6. 
2’ nv aw NOnwN ON Let not the waterfiood overfiow me, 
Pfal. Ixix. 16. 7737 noave from the channel of the river, 
Hfaiah, xxvii. 12, Under "IN we find, "ySv MIN @ Ba- 
bylonifh mantle, Joh, vii. 21. WEN OVA the mantle of Eli- 
jab, 2 Kings, ii. 13. And under “Dy 3M ANDY and @ 
crown of gold, Efther, viii. 15. SIR 

‘The fection on the Hebrew Syntax is extremely barren and 
_unfatisfactory, and bears no kind of proportion to the unwieldy 
chapters which treat of the Vowels, the Nouns, &c. Our 


readers will readily give us credit for this aflertion, when we ine 


form them that the whole of it is comprized in lefs than three 
pages. | 
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The Hebrew-Englith Di@tionary, which forms the fecond 
Part of the work, profefles to contain ‘all the words in the 
whole four-and-twenty Books of the Old Teftament (being pure 
Hebrew), the Chaldee words in Daniel and Ezra, &c.’ We 
have, however, obferved feveral omiflions of words of very fre- 
quent ufe in the Hebrew Bible. Among others are the follow- 
ing—Under the root “D8 we do not find TIAN 2 Sam, xxii. 


3t. Gen. iv. 23. Pfal. cv. 1g. cxlvil. 15. Hfaiah, v. 24, &c. 
“ONS Efther, i. 15. il, 20. 1x. 32. “VWN'D Dan. iv. 146 


Ezra vi. 9. 


Under {8 the following are wanting : MIDS Exod. xvii. 
12. Pfalm xl. 11. Ixxxviii. 12. Prov. xii. 22, &. FIIDN 


TT -¢g 


Nehem. x. 1. Xi. 23. FVIIN 2 Kings, xviii. 16. Under 953 
M7933 is wanting, Gen. xix, 315 33, 34. 37> Under }\— 
Mr Nehem. iil. 36. Under ES p—m 1p Judges, v. 21. 
"In various parts of the Didtionary, Mr. Levi has interwoven 
copious extracts from Rabbinical writers. For the entertainment. 
of the Englifh reader, we will tranfcribe one of thefe extracts, 


which contains a curious anecdote of the Patriarch Abraham. 


It is to be found under the root “3N&X at the word []P7A5;° 

‘ I cannot omit taking notice of what is related in Medra/h Bere- 
joith, concerning this Patriarch ; efpecially, as it fhews his fortitude, 
and firm reliance on the protection of the Supreme Being; and at 
the fame time exhibits the rational method which he purfued in en- 
deavouring to wean mankind from that grofs idolatry and fuperfti- 
tion into which they were plunged. Terach, the father of Abraham, 
was an idolater, and likewife a dealer and maker of idols. It chanced 
one time that T’erach went on a journey, and left Abraham to take 
care of and difpofe of the idols during his abfence. 

‘ When any man came to purchafe an idol, Abraham afked him 
his age. When the man had anfwered him, Abraham replied, Can 
it be poffible, that a perfon of your years can be fo ftupid as to wor- 
fhip that that was made yefterday! The man being quite over- 
whelmed with fhame, hung down his head, and departed. In this 
manner he ferved feveral., At length, there came an old woman, 
with a meafure of fine flour in her hand, which fhe told him fhe had 
brought as an offering to all the idols. Abraham at this was ex- 
ceedingly wroth, and took a large ftick and broke all the idols, ex- 
the largeft, which he left whole, and put the ftick in his 

and. 

* When Terach returned, and perceived all the idols broken, he 
afked Abraham how that came to pafs? Abraham informed him, 
that there came an old woman and brought an offering of fine flour 
to the idols: upon which, they immediately /2/] together by the ears 
for the prize, when the large one di/led them all with the ftick which 
he then held in his hand. 

‘ Terach 
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‘ Terach feeling the full force of the fatire, was greatly exafpe. 
rated; and immediately had Abraham before Nimrod, in order to 
have him punithed for the contempt fliewn to his Gods. 

‘ Nimrod commanded him to worfhip the fire; but Abraham an. 
fwered him, that it would be more profitable to worfhip the water, 
which extinguifhes the fire. Why then, fays Nimrod, worfhip the 
water. No, fays Abraham, it were better to worfhip the clouds 
which fuftain the water. Nimrod hid him worfhip them; but he 
told him, it would be better to worfhip the wind which difperfes the 
clouds. Nimrod then bid him worthip the wind. Abraham an- 
fwered, it would be preferable to worfhip man, who was able to en- 
dure the wind. Well, fays Nimrod, I fee it is your intention to de- 
ride me; 1 muft therefore tell you briefly, that I worfhip none but 
the fre, and if thou doft not do the fame, my intention is to throw 
you therein ; and then, | fhall fee, whether the (sop you worfhip 
will come to your relief; and immediately had him thrown into the 
fiery furnace. 

‘ In the interim, they queftioned his brother yj Haran con- 
cerning his faith, who anfwered, if Abraham fucceeds, I will be of 
his; but if not, of Nimrod’s. Upon which, Nimrod ordered him 
to be immediately thrown into the furnace likewife; where he was 
prefently confumed, but Abraham came out of the furnace without 
receiving the leaft injury. 

‘ This agrees with the 28th verfe of the r1th chapter of Genefis: 


TAN? SATS FIND TIS MIA ye Oy NT nD 
roy And Haran died in the prefence of his father Terab, in the 


land of-his nativity, in the fre of the Chaldees ; for it was by means 
of the accufation which Terah exhibited againft Abraham, that Ha- 
ran fuffered death ; fo that he may juftly be faid to have died in the 
prefence of his father. Here is an admirable leffon for mankind: 
and clearly points out the difference between thofe which ferve the 
‘Lord in truth and fincerity, and thofe which are lukewarm, and ea- 
fily turn to that which feems moft profitable in this world, This 
tranfaction, the author of Shalfheleth Hakkabala fays, happened in 
the feventieth year of Abraham.’ 

In the third Part of the work, or Englifh-Hebrew Dictionary, 
the author promifes us ‘ all the words, both appellative and 
proper, terms of art, and phrafes ufed in the Englifh tongue, 
‘arranged in alphabetical order, and explained in Hebrew.’ He 
promifes us, however, much more than he has performed; and 
indeed, we apprehend, much more than it is in the power of 
any man to perform. 

After we had finifhed our examination of the Grammar and 
Didtionary, it was not without the moft ferious concern that we 
perufed the Addrefs to the Public, which clofes the third vo- 
lume. As Critics, it was our duty impartially to appretiate 
the merits, and point out the defeéts of the work. But as men, 
and as {cholars, we heartily fympathife with the author in his dif- 
trefles. 
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trefies *. We forget the imperfe€tions of his book, when we 
confider the circumftances under which it was compofed; and 
we cannot but admise the induftry and perfeverance which, in 
{pite of difficulties fo ftubborn, and wants fo clamorous, enabled 
him to accomplith fo much. Indeed, it is but juftice to add, 
that, notwithftanding the objections which we have ftated, his 
work may yet be highly ufeful to perfons of his own religion ; 
and even to thofe of every religion, who, without a knowlege of 
Latin, are defirous of being acquainted with the original lan- 


guage of the Old Teftament. 


* © When'I firft planned the work, my means were but few, and 
my circumftances much too narrow to admit of the arrangement ne- 
ceflary to carry on an undertaking of fuch magnitude and importance 
with fuccefs. Confined to a mechanical bufinefs, which occupied 
the principal part of each fucceeding day, to fupply the neceffaries 

‘of my domeftic concerns; there confequently remained but few 
hours befide thofe which I could borrow from my natural reft, to 
compile a work, which required at once a degree of ftudy, perfe- 
verance, and patience, known only to fuch as have been employed 
in the arduous tafk of reducing to index order the fubftance of many 


volumes,’ 
Vb... & 





Art. Il. Prolufiones Poetice ; or, A Seleé&ion of Poetical Exercifes, 
in Greek, Latin, and Englifh: Partly original, and partly tranf- 
lated. Svo. pp. 188. 3s. Boards. Printed at Chefter; and 
fold by Jeffery and Sael, London. 1788. 


HIS Seleé&tion is dedicated to the Bifhop of Chefter, as the 
firft fraits of the King’s School in that city. The Rev. 
T. Bancroft, who, we learn, has fome fhare in the management 
of the {chool, fub{fcribes his name to the Dedication. The 
work neither deprecates criticifm, as the unfinifhed attempt of a 
{chool-boy,; mor challenges it as the production of maturer 
genius. But the ufe of the word Exercifes, in the title-page, 
feems to warrant the former fuppofition: and we are willing to 
adopt it, fince it calls on us to be {paring of cenfure, if not pro- 
digal of praife. We cannot, indeed, infert the following fpeci~ 
mens, without premifing that, in our opinion, they reflect much 
honour on the feminary which produced them : 


XSQKPATHE ’EN AEZSMQTHPIQ EMIAELEI: 


Kpitav, sevaCew  sevanrae prot Coxeic, 
Kadrws Qpovavk deve pundapws rade, 
"A cwue WAaTKer, TOT vy KipRRnevoy 
Xarnsumag* ¥ yao est Aupecevinpiov 
"Amira Ceouivy Any Ew Tw Cynon. 
Mn vexpov sv vo xfovGP xx Twpux ary 
‘Oioy wapautin’® EgceTas TSAOV OELGS, 
U 3 Dacsxns, 
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Pacnrs, Aovicuwy tude wAasny Lompatne 

"Ev igS’, émesdav Enmin To Papyanrory 

Xwpss ameis aides 16 eIxyuovasy 

"Es tay oimasav war Pewy omsArary 

Turwy, Oimaras ks MAABO, UTANAMYESs 

Thefe fentiments are not unworthy the exalted character of 

the philofopher to whom they are attributed ; and the author has 
fhewn no contemptible acquaintance with the language of the 
Socratic fchool. We fhould willingly have tranfcribed the whole 
fpeech, could we have done it confiftently with our defign of 
quoting fhort fpecimens of the Latin and Englifh compofitions. 
From the former, we felect the tranflation of Aikin’s beautiful 
Wianterpiece : 





CANTILENA HYEMALIS. 


I. 
‘ Vefper erat: campis et nix hyemofa ruebat, 
Stridebatque Aquilo per loca meefta fitu ; 
Hee, incerta vie, peragrabat fola puella, 
Infantemque premens, ccepit acerba queri. 
II. 
“‘ Heu! pater ille ferus, nate qui tecta negavit, 
Et fera, que vidit talia, mater erat, 
Et fera vis venti eft, que fic mea pectora tundit, 
At, mihi qui nummos pretulit, ille magis. 
If. 
Parvule mi, taceas, gremio renovefque calorem ; 
Ah! nefcit genitor, nos mala quanta premunt: 
Si noftros {ciret, durus licet, ille dolores, 
Vix hyemem miferos ledere vellet acrem: 


IV. 
Blandule ve! friges, friges; calor offa reliquit ; 
Sufcitet ex oculis fervida gutta meis! 
Fervida gutta fluit, fed congelat aura fluentem : 
Ah! nunc infelix, orbaque mater ego.” 


V. 

Jam nive congefia miferé prolabitur exfpes, 
Infandumque gemit, quod dolor intis agit ; 
Tum lateri natum apponens, atque ofcula figens 

Sufpicit, et fle&it, morte gravata, caput.’ 


The following tranflation from Strada deferves no common 
fhare of praife : 


FIDICINIS ET PHILOMELZ CERTAMEN. 


‘ Now Sol, defcending from his mid-day blaze, 
With mild effulgence fhot his golden rays ; 
When Strephon took his lyre to footh his care, 
And pour’d its mufic through the filent air, 
Where Tiber’s ftreams in pleafing murmurs flow, 
And the broad holm-oaks cool the vale below. 
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His ftrains the jealous Philomela move, 

The fweeteft Syren of the neighb’ring grove, 
Behind the verdant fpray fhe hears unfeen, 

And, envious, echos each melodious ftrain. 

Keen emulation {wells her little throat, 

To try her pow’rs, and warble note for note. 
Strephon admir’d the fongfter’s {weet eflay, 

And ftrove again to wake the vocal lay ; 

Now the full mufic of his lyre explores, 

Or fhews, with flying hand, a mafter’s pow’rs. 
In vary’d ftrains the bird renews her fong, 

In many a labour’d trill it flows along. 

Thus with refponding zeal her {kill the proves, 
When o’er the ftrings the fwain his finger moves, 
And carelefs feem’d his touch, the mufic flow ; 
Its fimple founds in even tenor flow. 

Inftant the chords his hurrying finger plies, 

The quicken’d tones in rapid movement rife. 

He ftops: refponfive to each note fhe fings ; 
With equal pow’rs fhe imitates his ftrings. 

As one perplex’d, what other ftrain to chafe, 
One plain, unvary’d tune the bird purfues ; 

No quaver mixes in her artlefs note, 

Free, like the current, iffuing from her throat. 
Now quick and light the warbled numbers move, 
In trembling echos, through the vocal grove. 
This Strephon heard, in tranfports of amaze, 
That fuch a throat fhould utter ftrains like thefe ; 
Again new efforts of his art he tries, 

Through all the feale of founds his finger flies ; 
In concord bids the fhrill and bafs unite ; 

So the loud clarion fires the foul to fight. 

Again the Syren fings: and, whilit her tongue 
In well-tim’d warblings thrills through all her fong, 
To louder harmony fhe {wells the note, 

Then rolls the deep’ning murmur in-her throat ; 
Now fhrill and clear her fong, now deep and low 
So clarions urge the foldier to the foe. 

Strephon now blufh’d, with glowing ire inflam’d 
** Or Philomel fhall yield,”? he quick exclaim’d, . 
“© Or perifh this weak lyre:” he faid no more, 
But tun’d to harmony beyond her pow’r; 

Now loud, now fhrill, now rais’d to loftier notes; 
On Zephyr’s wing the trembling mufic floats. 
Again the crowding itrings the artift plies, 
The vary’d numbers echo through the tkies. 

He ftops, expectant of his rival’s fong ; 

She, though her voice now roughens on her tongue, 
To own his pow’r fuperior ftill difdains ; 

Yet, ah! in vain fhe tunes her fweetett ftrains; 
For whilft her little, fimple voice eflays 
The labour’d mazes of his artful lays, 
U4 


Too 
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Too great th’ attempt, too great her forrows rife, 
Upon the victor’s lyre fhe falls, and dies.’ Pa $ 





— 


Arr. III. Philofophical Tranfadions of the Royal Society of London, 
Vol. rxxviit. for the Year 1788. Part ll. 


[Concluded from Page 148.] 
PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS, 
Defeription of a new Ele€trical Inftrument capable of colleéting a 


diffuffed or little condenfed Quantity of Electricity. By Tiberius 
Cavallo, F.R.S. | 


HIS inftrument appears to be a very valuable colle€tor of 

eletricity, free from the imperfections of Mr. Volta’s 
condenfer, and Mr, Bennet’s doubler *; as it retains no elec-~ 
tricity of its own, and therefore cannot give an equivocal refult. 
It confifts of atin plate, infulated, and fixed vertically; with 
two wooden frames, one on each fide of it, moveable on hinges 
atthe bottom, The plate is made to communicate both with 
the body from which the electricity is to be collected, and with 
an eleétrometer: the frames are turned up fo as to ftand parallel 
to it, and at the diftance of about a fifth of an inch from it, 
while the eledtricity is collecting, and afterward let down hori- 
zontal when the electrometer is to be examined: their inner 
furface, from the middle upward, is covered with a good con- 
ducting fubftance, as gilt paper, or thin tin plates. 

Mr. Cavallo gives fome experiments refpecting the ufe of this 
inftrument, which clearly fhew, that the tin plate can colle& 
and retain a vaft quantity of ele@tricity when the lateral frames 
are contiguous to it, in comparifon to what it can either colle& 
or retain when they are removed. ‘The principle on which its 
action depends, is the fame 2s that of the electrophorus, the 
condenfer, and many other electrical experiments ; viz. that a 
body has a much greater capacity for holding ele€tricity, when 
its furface is contiguous to a body that can eafily acquire the 
contrary electricity, than when it does not ftand in that fituation. 
The larger the colleting plate, and the nearer it ftands to the 
conducting furfaces, the greater is its power. 


A Defcription of an Infirument, which, by turning a winch, pro- 
duces the two States of Electricity, without Fridiion or Communi- 
cation with the Earth. By Mr. William Nicholfon. 

This inftrument confifts of two metalline plates, feparately 
infulated, and fixed in the fame plane; fo that another plate, 
made to revolve in a plane parallel to them, pafles very near, but 
without touching them. The electricity appears to be pro- 





* See Review for October laft, p. 320. 
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duced on the principles explained by Mr. Cavallo; but we can 

ive no adequate idea either of the inftrument itfelf or its effect, 
without the plate by which it is illuftrated in the original; nor, 
with that affifttance, could we do it in much lefs compafs than 
Mr. Nicholfon himfelf has done. 


Additional Experiments and Obfervations relating to the Principle of 
Acidity, the Decompofition of Water and Phlogifton. By Dr. 
Priettley. With Letters to him on the Subject, by Dr. Wither- 
ing, and James Keir, Efq. 

The green liquor, which Dr, Prieftley obtained by firing large 
quantities of a mixture of depblogifticated and inflammable air, 
in copper veflels *, was fubmitted to the examination of Dr. 
Withering and Mr. Keir; and the letters above mentioned give 
an account of the particular experiments made on it by thofe 
gentlemen. The firft is the moft formal, the laft the moft in- 
ttructive; but both of them fhew decifively that the liquor in 
gueftion is a folution of copper in the nitrous acid. 

Ic differs remarkably, in fome of its properties, from common 
folutions of copper in that acid; and Mr. Keir has afcertained, 
very fatisfactorily, the caufes of thofe differences. The green 
colour he attributes to what is called phlogiftication of the acid ; 
for he finds that by a very flight degree of that quality, fuch as 
is produced by the addition of a little melted nitre, the dlve folu- 
tions of copper, both in the nitrous and vitriolic acids, are 
changed to green. 

The liquor did not redden litmus, as the acid folutions of 
copper do ; nor did it give any cupreous tinge to a polifhed iron +: 
evaporated gently to drynefs, by expofure to the air only, it did 
not cryftallize, but left a green powder not foluble in water. 
Thefe properties, he finds, arife from the /aturation of the acid 
with the metal; and in this refpeét, he diftinguifhes three pe- 
riods or ftages in the combination of copper with nitrous acid, 
The firft is, when the acid is fuperabundant, and produces des 
liquefcent cryftals: the fecond, when it is completely faturated, 
or perhaps fuperfaturated, by repeated evaporations, and rediffo- 
lutions in water; in which cafe, no cryftals are produced, but a 
green powder is formed: the third, when, by a farther evapora= 
tion of acid, and increafe of heat, the green powder is changed 
into a brown or black calx. Dr. Prieftley’s green liquor was 
plainly in the fecond fiage, and the brown powder in the third, 





* See Rev. for October laft, p. 327. 

t We have ourfelves obferved, that faturated folutions of copper 
are not precipitated by iron, nor faturated folutions of filver by cop- 
per, till a few drops of acid are added ; on which the action begins 
immediately. Perhaps the fame law may prevail in the other me- 
tallic folutions. 


A mixe 
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A mixture of marine acid was difcovered in the liquors exa. 
mined by both thefe gentlemen ; and if this fhould conftantly 
he the cafe, it will only be analogous, as Mr. Keir obferves, to 
all the other known produétions of nitrous acid ; in which, -ei- 
ther in the natural formation of nitre, as in Spain and India, or 
jn the nitre beds and walls made by art, a large proportion of 
marine falts is conftantly found to accompany the nitre. 

From the quantity of acid afcertained by thefe experiments, 
Dr. Prieftley computes, that dephlogifticated air, when it has 
been kept in-contaét, and has faturated itfelf, with water, con- 
tains about 19 parts of water to 1 of the acidifying principle; 
but when the air is in its drieft ftate, he thinks the quantity of 
water may be no more than 18 parts in 20. He calls the other 
component parts, the acidifying principle, in compliance only 
with M. Lavoifier: Mr. Keir’s opinion, Dr. P. fays, is, that 
there is fomething in doth the airs neceflary for forming the 
acid; and Mr, Watt’s, that the nitrous acid is contained in the 
inflammable air, as the vitriolic is in fulphur, and the phofphoric 
in phofphorus ; the dephlogifticated air doing no more than to 
develope the acid. 

' The Doétor had fhewn before, that water is a component 
part of dephlogifticated, inflammable, and fixed air; and he now 
difcovers it to be an ingredient in nitrous air alfo. Iron, heated 
in this air, abforbs the water, becoming fimilar to finery cinder; 
and only phlogifticated air remains. The nitrous air fuffers 
a like decompofition by being pafied repeatedly through hot 
orous earthern tubes: the water is tranfmitted through the 
fubftance of the tube, and the phlogifticated air is left. 

Dr. Prieftley gives fome additional obfervations in fupport of 
the phlogiftic theory ; but as he has now proceeded further in 
this enquiry, we fhall:foon have an opportunity of giving a con- 
nected view of the whole of his reafoning on the fubjed&. 


On the Converfion of a Mixture of dephlogifticated and phlogifticated 
Air into Nitrous Acid, by the Eleéiric Spark. By Henry Ca- 
vendith, Efq. F.R.5. 

Mr. Cavendifh’s curious experiment of converting thefe airs 
into nitrous acid, by pafling repeated eleGtric {parks through 
them *, has been tried by fome foreign gentlemen of diftinguifhed 
abilities in fuch purfuits, without fuccefs. He has therefore 
thought proper to authenticate the truth of it; for which pur- 
pofe, the experiment was repeated by Mr. Gilpin, clerk of the 
Royal Society ; and fome of the gentlemen moft converiant with 
thefe fubdjecis were prefent, both at the putting of the materials 
together, and at the examination of the produce. A particular 
deta'l is given of the whole procefs, which was repeated twice; 


os 





* See Review, vol. Ixxii. p. 241s 
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and the event fully juftifies the former account. The failures 
complained of appear to have arifen, chiefly, from want of pa- 
tience ; for the abforption of the air goes on exceeding lowly, 
requiring feveral weeks for its completion *. In one of the trials 
that were reckoned unfuccefsful, by Dr. Van Marum, there 
feems to have been a deception: the alcaline folution, which 
had abforbed the acid, was judged not to be faturated, merely 
from the imperfect marks of deflagration, which paper dipped 
jnto it exhibited in burning; this might proceed, not from a 
deficiency of the nitrous acid, but from fome of the mercury 
being diffolved, in confequence of a furplus of the acid; as was 
the cafe in one of the experiments here defcribed. 


Experiments on the Formation of Volatile Alcali, and on the Afini- 
ties of the phlogijlicated and light inflammable Airs. By William 
Auftin, M.D. &c. : 

Volatile alcali appears, from experiments of its decompofi- 
tion, to confift of phlogifticated air and light inflammable air; 
that is, of the bafes or gravitating fubftances of the two airs, in 
the proportion of about four parts by weight of the former to 
one of the latter. By mixing the two airs together in their 
elattic ftate, Dr. Auftin has never been able to produce any vo- 
latile alcali; on account, as he apprehends, of their bafes having 
a greater affinity to the principle of heat which gives them the 
aerial form, than to one another; and of their particles being 
thereby kept at a great diftance afunder, efpecially thofe of the 
inflammable air, which is known to be eleven times more rare 
than the phlogifticated. But when the inflammable air in its 
nafcent ftate, or immediately on its extrication from the bodies 
that produce it, was admitted either into pure phlogifticated air, 
or into aeriform fluids containing it (fuch as the air of the at- 
mofphere, and more particularly nitrous air), he conttantly found 
volatile alcali to be formed; diftinguifhable. by its fmell, by 
changing paper blued by radifh juice to a green, and paper 
greened by folution of copper to a blue. 

Many inftances are to be found in chemical writings, of vo- 
latile alcali being produced in metallic folutions and precipita- 
tions, but not one in which the quantity of alcali appears fo 


owen 





* This circumftance, we think, was not fufficiently pointed out in 
the former paper; the author having probably been more attentive 
to the ultimate effeét, than to the time that the materials ftood to- . 
gether. It will be proper to obferve, that this procefs is effentially 
different from that in which inflammable air is ufed inftead of the 
phlogiticated, though electricity be the agent in both: there, the 
two airs are inftantaneoufly decompofed, by combuftion: here, an 
evolution of the acid principle is fucceffively and flowlv effected by 
many repeated tranfmiflions of the ele€tric {park. 

3 confiderable 
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confiderable as in an experiment exhibited fome years ago at Sir 
Jofeph Banks’s, which is now laid before the public, we believe 
for the firft time: a few ounces of powdered tin are moiftened 
with moderately ftrong nitrous acid; and after they have ftood 
together a minute or two, about half an ounce of fixed alcali or 

uicklime is added to them: a very pungent {mell of volatile 
alcali is immediately perceived. 

In this experiment, and in many others of the fame kind, the 
Dodétor fuppofes that the water, as well as the nitrous acid, is 
decompofed ; that dephlogifticated air from each of them com- 
bines with the metal; and that their other conftituent parts, viz, 
the phlogifticated air of the acid, and the inflammable air of the 
water, being. difengaged at the fame inftant, unite and form the 
volatile alcalii—This paper was read to the Society in May 
1787, when the doctrine of the decompofition of water was in 
vogue ; but we fuppofe the author will now permit us to differ 
from him in that refpeét, and to afcribe the origin of the in- 
flammable air, if any was really produced, to the phlogifton of 


the metal. 


Experiments on the Effeé? of various Subftances in lowering the 
Point of Congelation in Water. By Charlies Biagden, Sec. B.S. 
&c. 

According to thefe experiments, water, by one tenth of fal 
ammoniac diflolved in it, has its peint of congelation deprefled 
113 degrees below 32, that is, it freezes at 20; of Fahr. With 
the fame proportion of common falt, it freezes at 213; of nitre, 
at 27; of Rochelle falt, at 295; of fal catharticus amarus, at 
30; of green vitriol, at 303; and of white vitriol, at 31°. All 
the falts were ufed in a cryftallized ftate. 

Dr. B. examines different proportions of each of thefe falts; 
and finds the depreffion of the freezing point to be, in all of 
them, nearly in the fimple ratio of the quantity of the falt, or 
the inver{e ratio of that of the water. Whence, if the freezing 

oint of one folution (which, for diftin€&tion’s fake, we fhall call 
the ftandard) be known, that of any other foluticn of the fame 
falt may be found by the following analogy: as the quantity of 
water in the given folution (calling that of the falt 1) is to the 
quantity. of water in the ftandard; fo is the depreifion of the 
freezing point in the ftandard, to its depreffion in the given folu- 
tion. The afcertaining of this law in the falts above mentioned, 
and fome apparent deviations from it in others, make the ptin- 
cipal object of this paper. 

The fubftances which feemed to deviate from the general law 
are, acids, alcalies, and fpirit of wine; but the variations are 
inconfiderable, and we cannot enter into the particulars of them. 
We fhall only mention the points at which mixtures of the 

feveral 
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feveral fubftances with the above-mentioned proportion of water, 
were found to freeze; which will ferve to give fome idea of their 
comparative powers in impeding the congelation. 

Oil of vitriol, whofe fpecific gravity was 1.837, mixed with 
10 times its weight of water, froze at 247°; fmoking fpirit of 
nitre, gravity 1.454, at 22°; and fpirit of falt, gravity not 
mentioned, at 25°. It is obfervable that this laft acid, within 
the limits in which it was tried, viz. from about + to ‘5 of the 
water, accorded perfeétly with the general law, which the au- 
thor is difpofed to attribute to its being a very weak acid, fo that 
the variations were not perceptible; though it appears to have 
refitted congelation almoft as much as the oil of vitriol. Cryftal~ 
lized foda, diflolved in 10 times its weight of water, froze at 
30°; falt of tartar, at 274; and volatile fale of fal ammoniac, 
at 25. 

Pv a faturated folution of one falt will, in many inftances, 
diffolve a confiderable quantity of another, the Dodtor examined 
fome compound folutions of this kind, and found the depreffion 
of the freezing point to he nearly the fame as it ought to be by 
calculation from the quantities of the different falts feparately ; 

enerally a little lefs, and in one initance, where three falts 
were diflolved together, about 13° greater. From this laft fact 
he was led to conclude, that greater cold would be produced 
with fnow by a mixture of falts, than by means of either of them 
taken feparately; which, on trial, he found to be univerfally the 
cafe. Common falt, mixed with fnow, funk the thermometer 
to 5 below zero; fal ammoniac funk it only to 4 above; but 
when fome of the latter fale was mixed with the former, the 
compofition produced with fnow, a cold of 12 below. On this 
principle, he obferves, it is, that impure common falt always 
makes a ftronger freezing mixture than the pure; the former 
being, in fa&t, a compofition of falts. And the curious experi- 
ments of producing a great degree of cold by diflolving a mix- 
ture of falts in water *, depends in part on the fame principle ; 
the water being capable of reducing more falt from a folid toa 
fluid ftate, when feveral kinds are employed, than it could of one 
of the kinds only. 


Experiments on the Produé?ion of artificial Cold. By Mr. Richard 
Walker, Apothecary to the Radcliffe Infirmary at Oxford. 
Thefe are a continuation of the very curious experiments re= 

ferred to at the end of the preceding article, on the produ@tion 

of great degrees of cold without the affiftance of ice or fnow. 

The moft powerful frigorific mixture which Mr. Walker has 

yet difcovered, is the following: Strong, {moking, {pirit of nitre 

: See Review for March 1788, p. 185; and the following ar- 
ticle. , 
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is diluted with half its weight of water: to three parts of this 
liquor, when cooled to the temperature of the air, four parts of 
Glauber’s falt, in fine powder, are added: the mixture is well 
ftirred, and, immediately afterward, three parts and a half of 
nitrous ammoniac are ftirred in. The falts fhould be procured 
as dry and tranf{parent as poffible, and frefhly powdered. Thefe 
appear to be the beft proportions when the temperature of the 
air and ingredients is 50°; but at higher or lower temperatures, 
the quantity of diluted acid requires to be proportionably dimi- 
nifhed or increafed, This mixture funk the thermometer 52 
degrees, viz. from 32 above zero to 20 below. Nitrous am- 
moniac alone, during its folution in rain water, produced a cold 
not much inferior, finking the thermometer 48 or 49 degrees ; 
viz. from 56 to 8 when the falt was ufed with its water of 
cryftallization, and to 7 when evaporated gently to drynefs, 

From the obvious application of artificial frigorific mixtures 
to ufeful purpofes, efpecially in hot climates, Mr. Walker is 
Jed to confider the eaficft and moft ceconomica! method of ufing 
them. He finds a mixture of equal parts of fal ammoniac and 
nitre, in fine powder, to be fufficient for freezing water or 
creams at Midfummer. In a very hot day, he poured a quarter 
of a pint of pump water, wine meafure, on three ounces aver- 
dupois of the mixture previoufly cooled, by immerfing the veffel 
containing it in other water, to 50°, for {pring waters are nearly 
of that temperature at all feafons. After ftirring the mixture, 
its temperature was found to be 14°; and the {olution being 
evaporated to drynefs, and added to the fame quantity of water, 
uncer the fame circumftances as before, it funk the thermome- 
ter again to 14° ; nor was any diminution obferved in its effet, 
after many repeated evaporations. . 

Mr. W. mentions a very curious circumftance in the con- 
gelation of Glauber’s falt when liquefied by heat: it did not be- 
come folid till its temperature was reduced to 70°, and then the 
thermometer rofe immediately 18 degrees, viz. to 88°, the freez- 
ing point of this falt. This great quantity of heat, extricated 
in its congelation, feems to indicate a great capacity for heat in 
liquefaction ; or its requiring a great quantity of heat to be 
combined with it for rendering it fluid; and this property, he 
intimates, may account, in a great meafure, for the intenfe cold 
which it produces during its folution in the diluted mineral 
acids. He finds that alum and Rochelle falt, each of which 
contains nearly as much water of cryftallization as Glauber’s 
falt, produced no confiderable effe& during their folution in the 
diluted nitrous acid ; neither did their temperatures increafe in 
pafling from a liquid to a folid ftate. 

We fhall juft mention another intereftine- phenomenon, of 
water continuing fluid till cooled 22 degrees below its freezing 
point. 
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oint. Mr. Walker filled the bulbs of two thermometers, one 

with rain, and the other with pump water, and boiled the water 
in each till one third only remained. Neither of them could be 
made to freeze till their temperature was lowered nearly to 5°, 
whether the tubes were open or fealed: but unboiled water *, in 
the fame fituation, froze in a higher temperature. 


Abfirat of a Regifter of the Barometer, Thermometer, and Rain at 
Lyndon in Rutland; with the Rain in Hamp/fbire and Surrey, in 
1787. Alfo fome Account of the annual Growth of Trees. By 
Thomas Barker, Efg. 

To the common regifter of the weather, Mr. Barker has here 
added tables of the growth of the oak, afh, and elm, for up- 
ward of forty years paft. -There feems to be little difference in 
the growths of the different kinds, or at leaft not more than ia 
thofe of different individuals of the fame kind. The annual in- 
creafe was about an inch in girth; fome of the thriving trees 
increafed an inch and a half, or more; and the unthriving, only 
about three quarters of an inch. Great trees, be obferves, prow 
more timber in a year than {mall ones, the additional coat being 
applied over a larger circumference, and the thicknefs of the 
coat being in both cafes the fame. 


The volume concludes with the ufual Lift of Prefents to the 
Society, and an Index. 


*# See Dr. Blagden’s experiments on this fubje&t, page 324 of our 
Review for November laft. Ch 





Art. IV. The Connexion of Life with Refpiration; or, an experi 
mental Inquiry into the Effects of Submerfion, Strangulation, 
and feveral Kinds of noxious Airs, on living Animals: with an 
Account of the Nature of the Difeafe they produce; its Diftin@ion 
from Death itfelf; and the moft effectual Means of Cure, By 
Edmund Goodwyn, M.D. 8vo. pp. 126. 3s. Boards. John- 
fon. 1788. 


H1S treatife was honoured with the gold medal given by 
_ the Humane Socicty for the beft treatife on fufpended ani- 
mation, 

The author commences his inquiry with experiments, which 
fhew that, in drowning, a {mall quantity ef water commonly 
paffes into the lungs, but not fufficient to produce the changes 
that take place on fubmerfion. Hence he concludes, £ that the 
water produces all the changes that take place in drowning, ine 
direéily, by excluding the atmofpheric air from the lungs.’ 

He proceeds with inveftigating the mechanical and chemical 
effects of the air on the lungs in refpiration, We are here pre- 
fented with fome experiments, which clearly fhew that the de- 

phlogifticated 
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phlogifticated air is changed, by refpiration, into fixed air. An 
hundred parts of atmofpheric air, containing 80 of phlogifticated, 
18 of dephlogifticated, and 2 of fixed air, were reduced, by 
paffing through the lungs, to 98 parts, containing 80 of phlo- 
gifticated, 5 of dephlogifticated, and 13 of fixed air. The exe 
periment was feveral times repeated; and the above quantities 
are the mean of all the refults. The opinion of Dr. Prieftley, 
that air is phlogifticated by pafling through the lungs, is there- 
fore fhewn, by experiment, to be erroneous. Dr. Goodwyn, 
however, agrees with Dr. Prieftley, that the florid colour which 
the blood acquires in pafling through the lungs, is produced by 
the dephlogifticated air; but the moft material parts of this ine 
veftigation are the experiments, whence it is concluded, that 
the chemical change which the blood undergoes in the lungs by 
refpiration, gives it a ftimulating quality, by which it is fitted 
to excite the left auricle and ventricle to contraction.’ 

In the fifth fection, Dr. Goodwyn examines the nature of the 
difeafe produced by fubmerfion. During the time that an ani- 
mal is under water, all fupply of dephlogifticated air is cut of ; 
and the fmall quantity of ic that might be in the lungs at the 
time of fubmerfion, is gracually confumed ; the blood, there- 
fore, continually becomes lefs and lefs florid, and the contrac- 
tions of the heart become proportionally flower, until they en- 
tirely ceafe. 

Having afcertained the caufe of the difeafe, the author pro- 
ceeds to afcribe to it a place in a nofological fyftem. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Cullen’s definition of Syncope, viz. ** Motus cordis 
imminutus, vel aliquandiu quiefcens ;’ drowned perfons would 
certainly come under this definition, if they were univerfally re- 
coverable: but many drowned perfons do not recover; and, 
therefore, the difeafe which they fuffer cannot be the Syncope 
of Dr. Cullen, which only admits the aliguandiu. Some phy- 
ficians have called the difeafe produced by fubmerfion, A/phyxia ; 
and the definition which Gaubius gives of it, feems to accord 
with it in every refpect, viz. ** Deletis omnibus vite indiciis, ace 
cedente etiam fuffocatione, mortis imaginem ita refert, ut merito due 
bitetur, vitamne, an mortem, predicare fas fit.” Dr. Goodwyn, 
however, gives no reafon why he would not refer it to this ge- 


nus; and after fome fatisfactory reafons why it fhould not be 


referred to apoplexy, he affigns to it a new genus, which he calls 
Mslanama, and defines to be * impedita fanguinis venoft in arterio- 
fum converfio, cujus figna, fyncope, et livor cutis.” He adds, * This 
genus would afford an afylum to feveral nofological wanderers 
that have not yet found a permanent refting-place.’? This far- 
cafm might have been {pared ; efpecially as Dr. Goodwyn’s de- 
finition is not conformable to the rules univerfally admitted by 


nofologifts. Difeafes are known only by fymptoms; and the 
© impedita 
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© jmpedita converfio® is the confequence, not a fymptom, or an 
outward vifible mark, of an animal having been drowned. 

The fubfequent feétions are employed in determining the con- 
dition of the body in this difeafe, the means of diflinguifhing it 
from death, and the beft methods of curing it. 

What Dr. Goodwyn advances concerning the cure of the 
difeafe (or, in other words, the recovery of perfons apparently 
drowned) is founded on the opinion before delivered, wiz. that 
the florid blood poficfles the quality of irritating or ftimulating 
the heart to action. As the florid colour of the blood is pro- 
duced by dephlogifticated air, therefore, the introduction of de- 
phlogifticated air into the lungs is recommended (in conjunction 
with other means ufually employed for refufcitation) as the only 
method of changing the colour of the blood, and thereby ren- 
dering it capable of exciting the heart to motion, and of re- 
ftoring life; which, in the more perfect animals, Dr. Goodwya 


defines to be * The faculty of propelling the fluids through the circu- 


lating fyftem.’ 
Heat, properly regulated, feems to be a moft neceflary applica- 


tion: by keeping the body in a due degree of heat, refpiration 
frequently commences without any previous inflation of the 
Jungs, either with atmofpheric or dephlogifticated air; and we 
do not recolle& that experience affords any inftance of a reco» 
very without the application of warmth, increafed by flow de- 
rees. We have been induced to make this obfervation, in con- 
fequence of the judicious directions which Dr. Goodwyn hath 
iven for the application of heat in a gradual manner; as we are 
fully perfuaded of the bad effed’s ariling from its fudden appli- 


cation. Ri... a m- 





Art. V. An Effay on the Recovery of the apparently Dead. By 
Charles Kite, Member of the Corporation ot Surgeons. Being 
the Effay to which the Humane Society’s Medal was adjudged. 
8vo. pp. 274. 5%. Boards. Dilly. 1788. 


R. Kite begins his Differtation with affuming the hyro- 
thefis that the abfence of irritability is the only mark by 

which we may know a body to be abfolutely and irrecoverably 
dead. As many eminent phyfiologifts have entertained contrary 
Opinions on the unequivocal figns of ceath, it would have been 
fatisfaGtory to many readers to have feen that circumftance fully 
demonftrated ; contenting himfelf, however, with taking the 
fuppofition as granted, Mr. Kice proceeds to inveftigate * the 
internal immediate caufe of death, and the manner in which this 
is effected, in thofe who die by drowning.’ On this interefting 
fubje&, various have been the opinions ot phyfiologifts ; and thete 
ciff-rent opinions are recited by Mr. Kite, with the arguments | 
Rey, April, 1789. x thac 
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that have been brought to fupport them, as well as the objec~ 
tions that have been urged againft them. He adopts the opi- 
nion of death being occafioned by apoplexy, and the arguments 
which he ufes in fupport of it are ingenious. No facts, we be- 
lieve, can contradict this hypothefis; but what is of greater 
confequence, no fatisfaétory facts are appealed to for its cone 
firmation. : 

The next fection is employed in examining. the probable 
caufes of the uncertainty of recovering drowned perfons. Here 
the Author difplays much ingenuity. The doGrine of tempera- 
ments dependent on the fuppofed predominance of particular 
humours, is rejected ; and a new one given, which is dependent 
on the ftate of the folids. Mr. Kite diftinguifhes the tempera- 
ment, or conftitution into, I. The Tonic—indicating ftrength, 
firmnefs, and vigour in the mufcular fibres. II. The Atonic— 
denoting weaknefs, relaxation, and inactivity. IJI. The Jrri- 
table—exhibiting quick, lively, and impetuous motions. Thefe 
temperaments are particularly defcribed, and reafons are given 
why perfons of an irritable temperament are fooner drowned, 
and more fpeedily recovered, than others. 

The author next enquires, ‘ Whether there are any pofitive 
figns of the extintion of life?’ He here more fully explains 
what he advanced in the introduction. He diftinguifhes death 
into two kinds or fpecies—apparent or abfolute. By the former, 
he means a ftoppage of the circulation, refpiration, and the 
action of the brain; the irritability, or that peculiar property of 
the mufcular fibres which enables them to contraét on being 
irritated, ftill remaining. By abfolute death, he means not only 
a ceflation of the vital, natural, and animal, functions ; but alfo, 
an entire deftruction of the principle of irritability. He then 
examines the fymptoms by which the prefence of irritability may 
be known. After refuting the opinions of former writers on the 
fubje&, and relating feveral experiments of his own, Mr. Kite 
concludes his enquiry with thefe words : 

‘ From thefe confiderations, it appears that the eleétrical fhock is 
to be admitted as the teft, or difcriminating charaéteriftic of any re- 
mains of animal life ; and fo long as that produces contractions, may 
the perfon be faid to be in a recoverable ftate; but when that effect 
has ceafed, there can no doubt remain of the party being abfolutely 
and pofitively dead.’ 

In explaining the method of conduéting the procefs of re- 
_ covery, Mr. Kite recalls the attention of his readers to the ftate 
of the vital organs, when life is fufpended by the ftoppage of re- 
{piration. The confideration of the fymptoms clearly point out two 
indications ; viz. 1ft, To remove the compreffion of the brain, and 
the congeftion about the brain; 2d, To excite the irritability 
of the mufcular fibres, The firft may be effected by blood- 

letting 
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fetting-by the imitation of natural refpiration—and by proper 
pofition; the fecond by general and local ftimulants. Mr. Kite 
enters into a particular detail of the feveral operations which he 
recommends, and which have been found by experience to be 
attended with fuccefs3 for thefe, we muft refer to the book. 

The author adds fome excellent obfervations on the fufpen- 
fion of the vital powers by noxious vapours, hanging, fyncope, 
and lightning : he adds alfo fome hints on the propriety of ufing 
the trepan in certain cafes of fufpended animation; and gives 
fome ufeful direétions for the prefervation of thofe unborn chil- 
dren who furvive the death of their mother. 

A pocket cafe of inftruments for the recovery of the appa- 
rently dead, made by Mr. Savigny, is defcribed in the Ap- 





endix. 
’ Mr. Kite’s Effay gained the fiver medal from the Humane 
Society. , —— * 
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Art. VI. Memoirs of Great Britain and Ireland, from the Battle of 
La Hogue #i// the Capture of the French and Spanifh Fleets at 


Vigo. By Sir Join Dalrymple, Bart. Baron of Exchequer in 
Scotland. Volume Second. 4to. 300 Pages. 12s. Boards. 
Printed-at Edip¥urgh, for Bell and Creech ; and fold in London, 


by Cadell. 1788. 


ISTORICAL Memoirs, when written with judgment 

and impartiality, are juftly deemed a valuable clafs of 
literary productions ; for, by allowing a latitude for inveftiga- 
tion which regular hiftory does not admit, they give to the 
ftudent who wifhes to inveftigate (with clofe attention) any 
particular period of hiftory, that degree of information re- 
fpecting the fpecial obje& of his purfuit, which he would in 
vain fearch for in any other compofitions. Such Memoirs, 
therefore, have ever been received by the people of Great Britain 
with a peculiar degree of favour; when they were not evidently 
defe€tive in regard to their principal characteriftics. 

Among the modern writers of hiftorical memoirs, perhaps, 
no one has more attracted the public notice than Sir John Dal- 
rymple. The period of hiftory which he felected as the fubje& 
of his lucubrations, in the firft volume of his Memoirs, pub- 
lifhed many years ago, was a remarkable one in the Britifh an- 
nals, The events to which it referred were important; and 
many of the charaGters which fhone forth confpicuoufly at that 
time, were viewed by a great proportion of the people as ex- 
amples worthy to be followed. Human perfections, however, 
in moft cafes, admit of a great alloy, and only excite a high de- 
gree of admiration, when feen at fuch a diftance as prevents a 


full view of the weaknefles, not to fay the vices, to which all 
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mankind are fubjeéted. Whatever, therefore, tends to remove 
the veil that ob{cured the motives and principles by which men 
have been a€tuated, tends todifcover weaknefles in them that were 
not apparent before, and greatly diminifhes the veneration with 
which we had been accuftomed to view them. In political 
tranfactions, efpecially in thofe of great importance, we too often 
difcover that the moft flagitious vices have been difguifed under 
the femblance of the faireft virtues. On this principle, when 
Sir John Dalrymple, by an accuracy of inveftigation that had 
not before been beftowed on this portion of our hiftory, and by 
the help of documents that till then had been carefully con- 
cealed trom the public view, appreciated the tranfactions of the 
times, it happened that many blemifhes were difcovered in cha- 
racters that had, till then, been confidered as immaculate ; hence, 
many individuals could not help being angry at the man who 
had dared ta impeach the integrity of their favourite heroes: and 
this drew on him much obloquy and unmerited abufe. 

As the authorities to which Sir John had accefs were not 
within the reach of every one, fome zealots did not fcruple to 
accufe him of having forged the papers which were produced in 
fupport of the charges he had brought againft their favourites. 
Time, however, that beft friend to truth, hath effectually re- 
futed this calumny; and many additional proofs of the fame ge- 
neral corruption have been brought to light fince he laid down 
his pen: yet he ingenuoufly confefles, that he fuffered fo 
much uneafinefs at having unintentionally hurt the feelings of 
many perfons for whom he bore the moft cordial efteem, that he 
had refolved to leave the manufcript of the remaining part of 
thefe Memoirs unpublifhed ; and that he was only induced to 
depart from this refolution by fome recent events, which he 
thought, in a particular manner, called for the information that 
this work contains. We are told, however, that the volume 
here offered to the public, is not the whole of what is already 
finifhed, the remainder of it being ftill locked up in his own re- 
pofitory. 

It will be admitted, that few things tend to throw the human 
mind into.a more cheerlefs ftate, than to be obliged to alter our 
opinion of the character which we have been accuftemed to re- 
verence ; and inftead of contemplating it with the warin glow 
of admiration, to be forced to view it with difguft: but in hif- 
torical inveftigations, truth ought always to be the fole object of 
our purfuit, and every other confideration fhould be difregarded. 
However unpleafing, therefore, fuch refearches may,appear to the 
youthful mind, which is conftantly in ardent purfuit of ideal per- 
fection ; yet it is perhaps impoffible to devife a more effectual 
check to the dark and fecret workings of iniquity among men in 
exalted ftations, than the full conviction, that though they fhould 
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be able at the prefent moment fo effectually to conceal their real 
defigns, as that no one can fee through them, yet that a time 
muft come when their real charaéters will be exhibited to the 
world in their native and true colours; and that their memory 
will be tranfmitted to future ages with fhame and infamy, in- 
ftead of refpe&t and admiration, 

This volume begins with a review of the ftate of the war to- 
ward the clofe of the year 1692, after the fea- fight off La Hogue, 
where the former volume ended. In this difquifition, Sir Jobn 
endeavours to fhew, that in a war by land, France poflefled (uch 
advantages as enabled her to refift, for avery long time, all the 
efforts of the powerful confederacy that had been formed againtt 
her; but that if the attacks had been made from the fea, 
the cafe would have been reverfed, and fhe might have beea 
thus eafily and fpeedily reduced to a ftate of the moft humiliat- 
ing diftrefs. ‘The King of England, though a ftranger in a.great 
meafure to naval affairs, in {pite of the weak policy or the infi- 
dious advice of his counfellors, was able to perceive the advan- 
tage that might be derived from this mode of attack; and the 
fuccefs of the action off La Hogue confirmed him in his defign 
againft St. Maloes, and of deftroying the fhips then building 
in that port; but this defign was fruftrated, as we are told, by 
the treachery of Admiral Ruffle], who, under various pretexts, 
{till delayed the attempt. The bad fuccefs of the war by land— 
the lofs of the Smyrna fleet, in 1693—and other interruptions 
of trade, tended ftill more to confirm the King in his opinion of 
the neceflity of reducing the naval power of France. With that 
view, he formed, i his own mind, a judicious plan for effecting 
his defign, by one daring ftroke; wiz. by attacking Brett itlelf, 
which, in its then fituation, appeared to be an enterprife that 
afforded a very probable profpect of fuccefs. But in this, as in 
many other of his beft-concerted plans, he was baffled by the 
treachery of his fervants ; for his {cheme was no fooner commu- 
nicated to the Privy Council, than it was revealed to the 
court at St. Germains, by Lord Godolphin, Firft Lord of the 
Treafury, and afterward by Lord Marlborough. A fimilar de- 
fign on Toulon was fruftrated two. years afterward by Lord 
Sunderland, Sir John thus {tates the condu& of France on re- 
ceiving the firft information of the intention to attack Breft, and 
the unfaithful manner in which our King’s fervants executed his 
orders : . 

‘ The King of France no fooner heard of the intended expedition 
to Breit, than he inftantly difpatched Marefchal Vauban to repair 
the old, and raife new fortifications, and a large body of troops to 
defend them. 

_ * King William intended that the attempt fhould have been made 
in the {pring. But Admiral Raffel, by, private orders from King 
X 2 James, 
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James, having accepted the command of the fleet, which had bees 
taken from him the year before, and King James having given pri- 
vate inftructions, through the hands of the Countefs of Shrewhbury, 
to him, the Duke of Leeds, the Lords Shrewfhury, Godolphin, and 
Marlborough, and others, to create delays in the fitting out of the 
fleet *; Lord Berkley, who commanded it, was not ready to fail till 
the firft week of June. He carried with him twenty-nine fhips of 
war, and a number of fire-fhips and bomb-ketches, with General 
Talmache, twelve regiments of infantry, and two of marines. When 
they approached the fhore, they found it lined with intrenchments 
and batteries, that were vifible, with a great body of infantry and 
marines, with cavalry drawn up in regular order behindthem. But 
when the fhips advanced, three batteries opened, which till then had 
been concealed. Struck with the appearance, and not afhamed to 
own it, Talmache faid, ** The die is caft; we cannot, however, in 
honour retreat.”” The Marquis of Caermarthen covered the land- 
ing with equal courage, bravely fighting for that country which his 
father was betraying, but with a greater degree of ren ad than Tal- 
mache, becaufe his fhips were expofed not only to the fame batteries 
with the troops, but to batteries from the oppoiite fide of Breft river, 
Nine hundred foldiers landed in diforder, from the fears of the fea- 
men, who are never to be trufted in fteady fervice, or indeed in any 
fervice, out of their own fhips; and their clamours mingling them. 
felves with the regular commands of the troops, even after the land- 
ing was made good, increafed the confufion ; fo that it was found 
impoffible either to adyance or to ftand ftill. The French batteries 
and mufquetry, ceafing all at one time, gave a momentary res 
lief; but it was a fatal one: for the French dragoons were feen pafi- 
ing through openings in the intrenchments, previoufly prepared for 
them, and as faft as they formed, galloped down to complete the 
diforder on the beach. Wnfortunately it was at that time the ebb of 
the tide, and many of the boats being a-ground, it was found difi- 
cult to get them a-float; by which accident, almoft all the foldiers, 
and many of the feamen, expofed to a double danger, were killed, 
or obliged to afk quarter in the water. Four hundred feamen and 
one fhip of war were loft; the lofs of the French was only forty-five 
men, ‘Talmache, wounded and dying +, preffed that the fire-fhips 
and bomb-ketches fhould be carried up the river into the harbour, 
which he thought was probably left weak in the hurry to make the 
greater preparation in Cameret Bay. He had been too prudent to 
difclofe any {ufpicions of treachery during the expedition. But in the 
agonijes of death, he, who had once had private conneétions ¢ with 
the friends of the late King, was reported to have mixed in his ex- 
preffions, a fatisfaction of having died for his country, with come 
plaints that he had fallen by the treachery of his countrymen.’ 
From this fpecimen, it will be perceived that Sir John Dal- 
rymple ftill writes with the fame degree of freedom that gave fo 
much offence in the former part of thefe Memoirs. It was ne- 


ceffary to quote authorities in fupport of fuch ftrong charges ; 





* See a copy of thefe inftruétions in M‘Pherfon’s State Papers, 
vol. i. p. 456. + Burchet. t Sir John Fenwick’s confeffion. 
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which be has taken care to do, though, on account of their 
length, we muft omit them, and refer the curious reader to the 
volume for fatisfaction in this refpec&t. In one point, however, 
Sir John is not in danger of attack here, as in the firft part of 
his publication, fince moft of the authorities to which he refers 
have been already publifhed ; fo that he cannot be fo ungene- 
roufly accufed of fabricating them. ‘The collection of papers 
publifhed by Mr. M‘Pherfon, are the fources whence he chiefly 
draws his facts. 

In fpite, however, of this difappointment, and of the multi- 
plied checks that every plan of government which he could de- 
vife, received from the oppofition in Parliament, and the under- 
hand workings of the various parties in England, the matchlefs 
perfeverance and ftrong natural fenfe of William ftill overcame 
every difficulty ; and preferved the nation from finking under 
the load of its iniquities. ‘Though unable to take Breft, his 
fleet ranged along the French coaft, bombarded their towns, 
protected Spain from the annoyance of the French fleet under 
De Tourville, and compelled him to retire into Toulon, where 
he was blocked up. This gave fuch effectual protection to the 
Britifh trade, while it equally hurt that of France, as ferved 
greatly to revive the drooping fpirits of the nation. Sir J. Dal- 
rymple, who lets flip no opportunity of exalting the character 
of William, inferts the following fhort fpeech of the King to his 
Parliament, as an inftance of that manly fimplicity and brevity 
of ftyle, for which the compofitions of this monarch were fo pe- 
culiarly remarkable; and of that ftriking modefty, which is ge- 
nerally obfervable in dignified minds : 


‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
‘ Iam glad to meet you here, when I can fay, our affairs are in 


‘a better pofture, both by fea and land, than when we parted laft. 

‘ The mis has not been in a condition to oppofe our fleet in 
thefe feas; and our fending fo great a force into the Mediterranean 
has difappointed their defigns, and leaves us a profpect of further 
fuccefs. With refpect to the war hy land, 1 think I may fay, that 
this year a ftop has been put to the progrefs of the French arms.’ 

_ Ata time when this fimplicity of ftyle feems to be but little 
in fafhion, we are glad to give to the opinion of the author of 
thefe Memoirs, refpe&ting the beauty of this kind of compofi- 
tion, all the fupport which it can derive from our approba- 
tion.—It feems not more ftrange that our Janguage fhould be 
improved, in refpeét to purity and force, by a foreigner, than 
that the purity of its idiom fhould be corrupted by the over- 
ftrained efforts of fome of our countrymen, whofe names ftand 
high at prefent in the republic of letters. To fimilar exertions 
of men who grafped at a temporary fame, we now trace the cor- 
ruption of the manly language of ancient Rome. We hope that 
X 4. the 
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the good fenfe of this. nation will be able to refift the power of 


this coo infectious malady. 

With the fame freedom of difquifition, this fpirited author 
Jays open the other corruptions that fo generally prevailed in the 
nation at this period of his hiftory—the conduct of Parliament ; 
the intrigues with France and the abdicated King ; and the ma- 
nayement of the war, till the peace of Ryfwic. On each of 
thefe heads many obfervations occur, which our limits will not 
allow us to perticularize. We hall only remark, that, among 
the political regulations of thofe times, the judicious meafures 
adopted for reforming the current coin, by Mr. Montague, have 
obtained from Sir John the very high degree of applaufe which 
they juftly merited ; and the fteps that were taken for effecting 
th s purpofe, are here very fully difplayed. 

But among all the tranfations of thofe times, no one is defcribed 
with fo much energy as the enterprifes of Paterfon, the Scotch 
adventurer, and the eftablifhment, and final overthrow, of the 
Settlement at Darien. ‘Thofe who wifh for a clear account of 
this bold but ill-fated projeét, will here receive the information 
which they defire; thoagh it will tend to imprefs their minds 
with a deep fenfe of the mifchievous tendency of that principle 
of jealoufy in refpe& to trade, which fo ftrongly characterifes 
the people of every mercantile nation. Never was any thing 
more crue], unjuft, and impolitic, than the conduct of England 
on that occalign ; and never was William obliged to act a part 
Jefs fuited to the character of a man of candour, and firm con- 
fiftency of condu€, than with refpeét to the affair of Darien, 
We fhall tranfcribe the author’s reflections on that occafion: ~ 

‘ Thus ended the colony of Darien. ——Men look into the works 
of poets for fubjects of fatire ; but they are more often to be found 
in the records of hiftory. ‘The application of the Dutch to King 
William againit the Darien Company, affords the fureft of all proofs, 
that 1t was the intereft of the Britifh iflands to fupport it. England, 
by the imprudence of ruining that fettlement,-loft the opportunity of 
gaining and continuing to herfelf the greateft commercial empire 
that probably ever will be upon earth. Had fhe treated with Scot- 
land, in the hour of the diftrefs of the company, for a joint poffeffion 
of the fettlement; or adopted the union of kingdoms, which the So- 
vereign of both propofed to them, that poffeffion could certainly have 
been obtained. Had fhe treated with Spain to relinquifh an ima- 
ginary right, or at leait to give a paflage acrofs the iithmus, upon 
receiving duties fo high as to overbalance all the chance of lofs by a 
contraband trade, fhe had probably obtained either the one or the 
other. Flad the broke with Spain, for the fake of gaining by force 
one of thofe favours, fhe would have loft far lefs than fhe afterwards 
did, by carrying a war into that country for many years, to force a 
King upon the Spaniards againit their will. Even a rupture with 
Spain, for Darien, if it had proved fuccefsful, would have knit the 


two nations together by the mott folid of ties, their mutual interett: 
fos 
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for the Englith moft then have depended upon Spain for the fafety of 
their caravans by land, and the Spaniards upon England for the fafety 
of their fleets by fea. Spain and England would have been bound to- 
gether as teks > and England have long been; and the Spanith 
treafures have failed, under the wings of Englifh navies, from the 
Spanifh main to Cadiz, in the fame manner as the treafures of Por- 
tugal have failed’ under the fame protection, facred, and untouched, 
from the Brazilles to Lifbon.’ 

Sir John thinks it is ftill poffible for Great Britain to obtain 
the fettlement of Darien, and he deeply regrets, that, confidering 
the predilection which the prefent King of Spain has for Gibral- 
tar, our minifters have neglected to try to obtain this important 
fettiement in exchange for that expenfive fortrefs. 

‘ But,’ fays he, ‘ if neither Britain fingly, nor the maritime parts 
of Europe jointly, will treat with Spain for a paflage acrofs Darien, 
it requires no great gift of prophecy to forefee, that the period is nor 
very diftant, when, in order to procure the precious metals at once, 
inftead of waiting for them in the flow returns of trade, the States 
of America, who were able to defy the fleets of England, and the 
armies of England and Germany, will feize the pafs of Darien, and 
with eafe, by violence from the feeble dominion of Spain.’ 

This laft paflage flrongly marks that decifiveneis fo peculiarly 
characteriftic of Sir Js Dalrymple. What he means by obtaia- 
ing the treafures by any other way than commerce, we do not 
fully comprehend. It never was, we think, fufpected that any 
of the precious metals could be found in the Ifthmus itfelf. 

We cannot follow the author in his account of the conduét 
of the new Parliament, called by William in 1700, and the aris 
enployed by the King to draw them in to approve of the war 
of the fucceffion, the fettlement of the Proteftant fucceffion, the 
affairs in Scotland and Ireland, the death of James, and the pro- 
clamation of his fon in France, the meafures for bringing about 
the Grand Alliance, and other tranfactions that happened before 
the death of King William, in March 1701. But a tolerably 
juft notion may be formed of the manner in which he reprefents 
thefe tranfactions, by the following obfervations on the death of 
the King : 

‘ Some malicioufly obferved upon his death, that the horfe from 
which he fell, had been formerly the charger of the unfortunate Sir 
John Fenwick, for whofe death the King had been blamed. Bur 
the more generous remembered, and recounted then, or fince, ‘* That 
to King William, the firft a of toleration, known in the hiftory of 
England, is due, and which was not followed by a fecond, till the 
reign of his prefent Majefty, and the adminiftration of Lord North : 
that it was he who erected the Bank of England; he who gave wings 
to the public credit of England; he who eftablifhed the Eaft India 
Company of England on a firm bafis; he who fettled the family of 
Hanover on the throne of England, although he knew well (of which 
I have feen certain evidence) that the firk of that family, whom he 
deftined to the fucccflion, the EleGirefs Sophia, was no friend to 
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him; he who, receiving much bad ufage from the nation which he 
had faved, bore it all, fteady to the great general good, unfeeling 
only to the injuries done to himfelf ; he who, when obliged to in- 
jure the relations of nature, in order to fave liberty, the Proteftant 
religion, England, Holland, and all Europe, except France, endea- 
voured to repair that injury by intended kindneffes to King James’s 
Queen, and to King James’s fon *; he who, of the only three free 
nations then on earth, the Swifs, Dutch, and Englith, faved the 
liberties of two; he, in fine, to whom mankind owe the fingular 
fpectacle of a monarchy, in which the monarch derives a degree of 

reatnefs and fecurity from the freedom of his people, which trea- 
8 and arms cannot beftow on other princes; and that at atime 
when military governments are extending their ftrides over every 
other part of Europe, there is ftill one country left, in which it is worth 
the while of a man to wifh to live.” And, attending to events which 
immediately preceded the clofe of his life, they obferved, ‘* That 
the laft treaty which he figned, was the fecond Grand Alliance: that 
the laft appomtment which he made of a General.and Ambaffador to 
conduét that alliance, was of the Earl of Marlborough, becaufe he 
knew the fuperiority of his talents for war and negotiation, though 
he liked not the man, and had received deep injuries from him: 
that the laft charter which he was to have figned, and which was 
figned by his fucceffor, immediately after his death, was the charter 
uniting the two Eaft India Companies into the prefent great one: 
that the laft a&t of Parliament which he paffed, completed the fecu- 
rity of the Hanover fucceflion, often preffed for by him before: that 
the laft meflage which he fent to Parliament, when he was in a man- 
ner expiring, five days before his death, was to recommend an union, 
twice recommended by him to Parliament before, between the two 
parts of the ifland, which doubled the ftrength of both, by dif- 
abling their enemies to make advantage of their diffenfions ; and 
that his laft fpeech to Parliament was one of the nobleft that ever 
was {poke by a Britifh Prince.”’ 

From this fpeech fome paflages are tranfcribed ; but thefe we 
muft, reluctantly, omit. 

The only defe& which Sir John is willing to admit, in the 
political conduct of William, was his beftowing too {mall a de- 
gree of attention on the navy, and engaging too keenly in con- 
tinental wars ; for which, however, he, in fome meafure, apo- 
logifes, by ftating the ignorance of his counfellors in maritime 
affairs, and the little fuccefs which he had experienced in fome 
of his greateft exertions in this line, owing to the negligence 
and perfidy of his commanders. He afcribes the fuccefs of 
Queen Anne, in her military operations, during the firft years 
i her reign, chiefly to the preparations that had been made by 

illiam. 
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* This alludes to his propofal of fettling 50,000/. per annum, asa 
dowry, on the Queen; and to nominate for his heir, James’s fon, 
provided he was educated in England, in the Proteftant religion. 
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Nothing peculiarly interefting occurs in the fucceeding part 
of the narrative, excepting the unfortunate fate of the allant 
Admiral Benbow, and the unfuccefsful expedition againft Cadiz, 
which are defcribed with the writer’s ufual energy. The work 
ends with the accidental deftru@tion of the French and Spanith 


fleets at Vigo, in the year 1702, as the title-page exprefles, 
From the {pecimens already produced, our readers will be able 
to perceive, that Sir John Dalrymple has not checked the free- 
dom of his pen, from a fear of again provoking thofe who had 
been fo highly offended by his former ftriGtures, His ftyle is 
lively, concife, and animated; his conceptions are quick, his 
conclufions are bold, and clearly enounced ; though many will 
be difpofed to demur at admitting, on all occafions, that they are 
fri@tly juft, and indifputably well founded. The glow of his 
imagination, and the energetic force of his ftyle, render him 
peculiarly happy in introducing anecdotes of perfons of eminence 
during this period. The following are a few, felected from a 
great number in this collection, which we are perfuaded our 


readers will not think tedious. 

In narrating the progrefs of a bill in Parliament, in the year 
1695, for amending the laws concerning treafon, he obferves, 
that, 

‘ Among other articles introduced by the bill in favour of the 

rifoner, he was to be allowed the aid of council. Lord Shaftefbury, 
the firft perfon who, fince the days of Plato and Cicero, combined 
in his writings philofophy and eloquence, had prepared a f{peech in 
favour of the article. But, ftruck with the fight and attention of his 
audience, he loft his memory and ufual powers of his mind, hefitated 
and ftopped in the middle of his fpeech; when, by a happinefs of 
genius which always accompanies the tender heart, a ftart of nature 
burft from his confufion, more powerful than all the figures of art. 
‘“‘ If I,” faid he, ‘* who only rife to give an opinion in a matter in 
which I have no intereft, and can be under no fear, am fo abafhed 
with the fear of this public audience, as not to be able to fay what I 
came prepared to fay ; what muft be the condition of that perfon in 
defending himfelf without the aid of council, who is a prifoner, fuf- 
pected, under accufation of the higheft crime that the law knows, 
unprepared againft arguments and evidence that may be brought 
againit him, and ftruggling for his life, fortune, and fame?” 

This pleafing ftory is not here told for the firft time; but the 
argument is fo forcible and fo generally interefting, that it oughe 
fo be univerfally known. 

The following anecdote of the great Lord Stair is quite cha- 
racteriftic of the man, and is, we believe, now firft communi- 
cated to the public : 

‘ When all his offices and honours were taken from him by Sir 
Robert Walpole, for voting in Parliament againft the excife {cheme, 
he retired to Scotland, and put his eftate into the hands of truftees, 
to pay bills drawn by him in his magnificent embafly at Paris, which 
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adminiftration had‘ refufed to accept, referving -only a. hundred 
pounds a month for himfelf. During this period, he was oftcn feen 
holding the plough three or four hours ata me. » Yet on receiving 
vifits of ceremony, he could put on the.great. man andthe great flyle 
of living ; for he was fond of ,adorning a fine perfon with graceful 
dreis ; and two French horns and a French cook had refufed to quit 
his fervice when he retired. When the meflenger brought the late 
King’s letter for him to take the command of the army, he had only 
ten pounds in the houfe. He fent expreffes forthe genthemen of his 
own family, fhewed the King’s letter, and defired them to find mo- 
ney to carry him to London. They afked how much he wanted, 
and when they fhould bring its his anfwer was, ‘* ‘Fhe more the 
better, and the fooner the better.””. They brought him three thou- 
fand guineas. ‘The circumitance came to the late King’s ears, who 
expreiled to his minitters the uneafinefs he felt at Lord Stair’s difi- 
culties in money matters. One propofed that the King’ fhould make 
him a prefent of a fum of money when he arrived. ‘Another faid, 
Lord Stair was fo high fpirited, that if he was offered money, ‘he 
would run back to his own country, and they fhould lofe their gene- 
ral. A third fuggeited, that to. fave his delicacy, the King fhould 
give him fix commiflions of cornets to difpofe of, which, at that time, 
fold for;a thoufand pounds a. piece. ‘Vhe King-liked this idea; bett, 
and gaye the commuiffions blank.to Lord Stair, faying, they were 
intended to pay for his journey and equipage. But in going from 
court to his own houfe, he gave all the lix away.’ 

The following anecdote is now alfo firft made public—It re, 
Jates to the affair of Darien, a fubje&t of which our author will 
not eafily lofe fight; and it tends, in his opinion, to render it 
probable that there was a dtrupyle in the King’s breaft, between 
the part which he was obliged to aét to pleafe his Englifh and 
Dutch fubje&ts, and his own feelings. 

« A provifion fhip of the firlt colony [of Darien] in which were 
thirty gentlemen paflengers,‘'and fome of them of noble birth, 
having been fhipwrecked at Carthagena, the Spaniards believing, or 
pretending to believe that they were fmuggiers, ca{ft them into a 
dungeon, and threatened them-with death. ‘The Company deputed 
Lord Bafil Hamilton, from’ Scotland, to implore King William’s 

rotection for the prifonets: 'The King at firtt refufed to fee him, 
becaufe he had not appeared at court when he was lalt in London; 
but when that difficulty was removed by explanation, an exprefhion 
fell trom the King, which fhowed his fenfe of the generous condu& 
of another, although, influenced by the Englith and Dutch Eaft India 
Companies, he could not refolve to imitate it in his own. For Lord 
Rafii’s audience having been put of from,time to time, but at lak 
dixed to be in the council.-chamber after a council was over, the 
King, who had forgot the appointment, was pafling into another 
room, when Lord Bafil placed himielf in the paflage, and faid, 
‘* That he came, commiflioned by a great body of his Majefty’s fub- 
jets to lay their misfortunes at his feet, shat he had aright to be 
heard, and would be heard.’ The King returned, liftened with pa- 
ticuee, gave inilang orders to apply to Spain for redrefs, and then 
, turning 
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turning to thofe near him, faid, ‘* This young man is too bold, if 
any mar can be too bold in his country’s caufe.” I had this anecdote 
from the prefent Earl of Selkirk, grandfon to Lord Bafil *.’ 

_ To thefe Memoirs, Sir John has added an Appendix, con- 
taining, aft, A very long account of an intended expedition into 
the South Seas by private perfons in the late war. ‘The plan, it 
appears, was originally fuggefted by Sir John himfelf. ‘The ar- 
mament, inftead of going round Cape Horn, was propofed to 
take the ufual route to the Eaft Indies, till they pafled the Cape 
of Good Hope, and thence to fteer eaftward, touching only at 
fome of the newly difcovered iflands to refreth ; by which courfe 
they would fall on the Spanifh fettlements by furprife before 
they could have had any certain information of their deftination. 
The enterprife feems to have been wel! conceived, and appears 
to offer a reafonable profpect of fuccefs; but few will be able 
to agree with the author in his fanguine expectations, and 
many will doubtiefs fmile at his confidence in the great benefits 
that would accrue to this expedition from the ufe of carronades, 
carrying balls of a hundred pounds weight, though it is by no 
means as yet fairly proved that they can be conveniently, or even 
fafely worked on fhip-board: and as to veflels conftru@ed with 
double bottoms, it is a fpecuJation which never has been fuccefi- 
fully carried into practice, and which, we are forry to fay, there 
is too much reafon to believe never can be fuccefsfully adopted +. 
Yet Sir John reafons on thefe projeéts, not as hypothetical, but 
as clear, demonftrable, and to be relied on with as much certainty 
as any propofition in Euclid. [t is not, however, on fuch enter- 
prifes as thefe, that doubtful and hazardous experiments are to 
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* Sir J. Dalrymple laconically and forcibly defcribes the final fate 
of Paterion, the prcjector of the Darien expedition, in whofe hard 
fortune every humane mind will be deeply interefted. 

‘ Paterfon furvived many years in Scotland, pitied, refpected, but 
neglected. After the union of the two kingdoms, he claimed repara- 
tion of his loffes from the equivalent-money given by England to the 
Darien Company, but got nothing; becaufe a grant to him from a 
"O, fund, would have been only az a& of humanity, not a political 
job.’ 

+ We are by no means defirous of difcouraging any project that has 
the moft diftant tendency to advance the general profperity of our 
country, efpecially to augment her naval power ;—-and we have the 
greatelt refpec&t for Mr. Millar, a gentleman mentioned in terms of 
the warmeit applaufe by Sir John Dalrymple, for his efforts to bring 
to perfection this kind of double veflels. But, unfortunately, Sir 
John does not feem to know, that this is not a new invention; and 
probably never heard that Sir William Petty, after many experi- 
ments, about a hundred years ago, was obliged to abandon the pro- 
ject as altogether impracticable with regard to large fhips, though it 
might be made to an{wer fome ufeful purpofes in {mall vellels. 
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be tried; nor is it on fuch information as the following, which 
Sir John delivers with great feeming ferioufnefs, that men muf 
depend when they fet about military expeditions. 

< In the South Seas, their dominions [i. ¢. the dominions of Spain} 
were, at the beginning of this century, in the fame condition which 
they are at this hour; becaufe, from caufes natural and political, 
their condition continues always the fame. For, of the few fortifi- 
cations they have there, moft were built of mud walls, partly from 
indolence, and partly becaufe in fome provinces no ftone is to be 
found ; their guns honeycombed from the hot and dry nature of the 
air in fome places, in which no fhowers of rain are ever to be feen ®, 
The fhot and thells cracked, rufted, or wafted, from the fame caufes, 
fo as to be of little effeét by the windage to which thofe defe&s give 
an opening ; the carriages of many of the guns fplit or rotten, froia 
the heat of the weather, and the difficulty of procuring proper wood 
to repair or replace them, in fome places where no wood grows; the 
mufkets and their balls in the fame condition; and the powder 
weakened in its quality by the length of the paflage from Eerope, 
and the alternate fucceflion of extreme heat and extreme dews; twe 
or three fhips of war ftationed off Lima; two or three thoufand fol- 
diers fcattered along a fea coaft four thoufand miles in length ; and 
the inhabitants of the whole empire as weak and as fearful as women, 
from the relaxing nature of their climate, and becaufe they never 
heard the found of war.’ 

Such rhapfodies as the above may do very well for {piriting 
up a whole people to fecond the exertions of their chiefs, when 
they have determined deliberately on fome military expedition; 
but woe be to that nation, whofe rulers fhall be influenced by fuch 
vague confiderations in projeGting their warlike atchievements, 
In this way, it is probable, that the Emperor of Germany rea- 
foned when he projected his attack on the Ottoman powers ; for 
fuch, and worfe if poffible, is the light in which the Baron de 
Tott has fo lately exhibited the Turkith forces and fortifications, 
What the confequence has been, all Europe knows. That 
there are abufes in the Spanifh provinces, nobody will doubt; 
but that thefe are as univerfal as is here reprefented, few will 
believe. But Sir John Dalrymple, like many other men who 
have never had the dire€tion of military operations, is a fanguine 
projeCtor, in whofe eyes, no difficulties, that are worth confiderae 
tion, appear. 

The fecond paper in the Appendix is a proje& of an expedi- 
tion to the coaft of Yucatan and of Honduras ; and the third, 2 
defcription of the weaknefs of the river La Plata. Of thefe 
projets, as not being ourfelves qualified men, we are unable to 
judge. They may ferve as hints to thofe who are capable of 
deciding in matters of this nature to make the enquiries which 
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* Has there ever been an experiment to prove that fuch a tempera- 


ment of air has a tendency to honeycomb guns? Is it probable? . 
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gre neceflary, before any one can determine either for or againft 
their practicability, or the forces that would be neceflary for fuch 
expeditions. It is however fufficiently obvious that our author 
was not in pofleffion of this neceflary information. 

The next article in the Appendix contains obfervations on 
the practicability of an incorporated union with Ireland, and of 
a foederal union with America; both of which, we prefume, 
will be reckoned by moft readers, at prefent, as fomewhat of the 


- Utopian caft, But we muft refer to the work itfelf thofe who 


with to enter more fully into this queftion. 

The laft article in the Appendix will be read with much fatif- 
faétion by thofe who have entered deeply into fpeculations con- 
cerning government; as it affords an opportunity of contrafting 
fpeculative opinions with real facts. It is a very ingenious 
paper by Mr. Fletcher of Salton, pointing out what he 
apprehended would be the effects of the union upon Scotland ; 
written in the year 1707. Mr. Fletcher is well known to have 
a man of great parts, natural and acquired. It is therefore 
the fineft fatire on the human powers that can be conceived ; and 
fhews the neceffity of being humble in refpect to the ftretch of 


| our own comprehenfion with regard to political events, and 
- doubtful of the conclufions which we are too apt to draw when 


we look toward futurity. A o...dolt 
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Art. VII. Memoirs of the Reign of Boffa Abadee, King of Dahomy, 
an inland Country of Guiney. To which are added, the Author’s 
Journey to Abomey, the Capital ; and a fhort Account of the Afri- 
can Slave Trade. By Robert Norris. Illuftrated with a new 


Map. vo. pp. 184. 48. Boards. Lowndes. 1789. 


S the prefent writer deems it neceflary, in his previous ad- 
A drefs to his editor, to apologize for applying the terms 
ing, General, and palace, to the perfons and places mentioned 
in thefe memoirs, in order to be intelligible to the Englith reader ; 
the like apologies appear due for the general ftyle of the narra- 
tive, where the European terms ufually employed in political 
or martial tranfactions, are ufed to drefs up the favage ex- 
cefles of the moft brutal beings that wear the human form! 
‘I may hope (fays he) it will be deemed a very excufable bur- 
lefque, to dignify a brutal barbarian with the title of King; or 
his place of habitation, which is little fuperior to a dog-kennel, 
with the f{plendid name of a palace.’ 

In acountry where * the ftupidity of the natives is an infu- 
perable barrier againft the inquirer’s information ;’ where ¢ it is 
criminal in the natives to difcourfe on politics, or to make any 
remarks upon the adminiftration of public affairs ;’ where * the 


remembrance of the moft interefting occurrences generally dies 
4 with 
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with thofe concerned in them ;’ a hiftory compiled from fuch 
authorities muft be as much the writer’s own work as it is pof- 
fible for any narration to be, 

The kingdom of Dahomy, which lies behind the maritime 
coaft of Whydah, received its name from Tacoodonou, a Chief 
of the Foy nation, early in the Jaft century, who reduced Da, 
King of Abomey; and in confequence of a vow made during 
the fiege of Abomey, ripped open the belly of Da, and placed 
the body under the foundation of a palace that he built in his 
new acquifition, as a memorial of his conqueft. This he called 
Dahomy, from Da, the name of this unfortunate victim, ang 
Haomy, his belly ; that is, a houfe built in Da’s belly ! 

Bofla Ah4dee, the hero of this volume, fucceeded his father 
Guadja Trudo, in 1732. The two prime minifters of this king- 
dom exercife, it feems, a right of chufing their future monarch 
from among the fons of their deceafed Kings. On this occafion, 
they preferred Boffa to his elder brother, Zingah ; who, pre- 
paring to aflert his prior claim, was feized ; and it not being 
lawful to fhed royal blood, he was fewed up in a hammock, and 
thrown into the fea. One of the firft edicts of the new King 
was, that every man of the name of Bofla, throughout his domi- 
nions, fhould be put to death; as he thought it an infult to ma- 
jefty, that a fubject fhould bear the fame name with his fove- 
reign. It is degrading hiftory to trace fuch a barbarian through 
the wanton flaughter of his own fubjects, and his ambitious in- 
roads on his neighbours. One inftance more may fufficiently 
illuftrate the charaCer of this Negro prince. When his father 
reduced the Whydahs, the greater part of the conquered nation 
deferted their country, and fettled in a neighbouring fwamp, 
where they frequently harafled the Dahomans, Thete refugees 
continued under a King; and on a difpute between two brothers 
for the fupreme power, Boffla Ahadee, to improve the divifion, 
patronized the younger, who engaged to become his tributary 5 
and as a teft of his fidelity, Bofla required him, on the murder 
of his brother, to devour his heart: it is added that this unnatural 
condition was fulfilled ! 

Thefe Memoirs have no continued chain of events to purfue, 
but relate a feries of hafty unconnected outrages and flaughter, 
fuch as may eafily be imagined to occur among different 
tribes of lawlefs favages : beings whofe fituation in their own 
countries, and under their own chiefs, is fuch, that the advo- 
cates for the flave trade, and among them the author of thefe 
Memoirs, plead, that the Negroes are gainers, in comfort and 
fecurity, by being carried to work in our plantations. ‘The 
fhedding of human blood is indeed but too common in the hif- 
tories of all countries ; but the biftoriographer of a Negro Chief 


has few other materials with which he can diverfify his Memoirs, 
but 
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but the various modes of human butchery. In his feveral vifits 
to the monarch of Dahomy, Mr. Norris faw every day frefh 
bodies and heads, the cuftomary viétims of his favage power ; 
and relates, that the court before his bed-chamber was hung 
round with human jaw- bones, and paved with the fxulls of neigh- 
bouring kings, and other perfons of eminence who had the ill 
fate to become his prifeners : they were thus difpofed of, that he 
might literally enjoy the fatisf«Cion of trampling on the heads of 
his enemies whenever he pleafed ! 

The Short Account of the African Slave Trade annexed, termed 
the fecond edition, with additions, is a fenfibie, judicious, and 
candid reprefentation, in anfwer to thofe who have been {fo vehee 
ment (however laudab!e their well-meant zeal) in oppofition to, 
and fo active for the fuppreffion of, the flave trade, 

On the whole, the work certainly affords much (and much ., 
wanted) information concerning African manners and cuftoms.yr 





Ant. VIL. The Prefent State of the Empire of Morocco ; its Animals, 
Produéts, Climate, Soil, Cities, Ports, Provinces, Coins, Weights, 
and Meafures; with the Language, Religion, Laws, Manners, 
Cuftoms, and Charaéter, of the Moors ; the Hiitory of the Dynatties 
fince Edris; the Naval Force and Commerce of Morocco; and 
the Character, Conduct, and Views, Political and Commercial, of 
the Reigning Emperor. ‘Tranflated from the French of M. Che- 
nier, vo. 2 Vols. tos. 6d. Boards. Robinions. 1788, 


OROCCO, with its dependencies, though of little im- 

portance to Europe, when cunlidercd in a merely political 

light, are yet perhaps, in a commercial view, not unworthy of 

attention: the produdls of the country, it is true, are at this time 

far fram confiderable ; but this is to be attributed to a want of 

induftry in the people, and not to any passicular fterility in the 
foi], or unhappinefs in the climate, 

M. Chenier * was appointed French conful in 1767, and re- 
fided in Morocco many years, He prefents to our view a melan- 
choly picture of its inhabitants, defcanring at the fame time, with 
fuitable energy, on their inaClive and barbarian fate. But 
however indolent, however favage, the prefent race of Moors 
may be reprefented (and it is acknowledged on all hands that 
they merit fuch a character), they were apparently lefs fo in che 


a 





* « The following tranflation (fays the editor in his preface) is only 
apart of the Recherches Hifforiques fur les Maures, by M. Chenier : 
but, it is prefumed, it is that part which alone was wanting. His two 
firft volumes relate to the ancient hiftory of Mauritania, the Arabs 
under the calipts, and the conqueft of Spain by the Mahometans: 
On this fubject there are already many hiftories, which include inform- 
-_ — full, at leaft with that contained in the former part of 
the work. 
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earlier times. The Egyptians are fuppofed to have peopled 2 
part of the ancient Mauritania; this, indeed, has hitherto been 
held by many as conjecture; but when we advert to particular 
circumftances, this conjecture is confiderably ftrengthened, if 
not confirmed. It is recorded, then, by Marmol, that Tut, an 
African, fettled with his followers in Tingitania*, and that the 
people of that particular region were diftinguifhed by the appel- 
lation of Tuteii : now there is every reafon to imagine, that this 
Tut was the inventor of letters, the regulator of language; in a 
word, the perfon to whom, and on that account, the Egyptians 
paid divine honours ; and who is known, among hiftorians and 
philologers, by the name of TEuTH. Hence, we prefume, the 
Tuteii, i. e. followers of Tut or Teuth, and lovers of learning; 
and who probably inhabited the province or diftrict in which the 
Tetuan of the moderns is found +. 

Thus much have we remarked, in order to fhew that the 
Moors in former ages were diftinguifhed, if not by their actual 
abilities, at leaft by their fondnefs for letters and the arts. 
During the government of the caliphs too, as we gather 
from feveral writers, fcience was encouraged in Mauritania, 
and even held in the higheft honour; while the foil, which 
was pfoduttive of the moft abundant harvefts and the richeft 
fruits, was cultivated with particular care. This indeed was in 
the time that the Arabs and the Moors were allies, and when they 
carried their arms, and even their arts, into Spain: but the 
Arabs have fince retired to the mountains, where they lead the 
ancient paftoral life, maintaining their freedom againft their pre- 
fent enemies, the native Moors, 

When a ftate, poflefling confiderable advantages from nature, 
is nearly funken in negligence and fupinenefs (and fuch a ftate is 
to be feen in Europe), when it proceeds flowly and timoroufly 
toward improvement either in arts or manners, we feel a kind 
of difpleafure, and we cenfure it for its want of fpirit: but when.a 
nation, which had once been great and flourifhing, becomes in the 
courfe of a few ages almoft depopulated and ruined (and fuch is 
the prefent ftate of the empire of Morocco), and this from no ex- 
ternal or adventitious circumftances, but entirely from its own 
depravity, our emotions are heightened to abfolute contempt, 
while pity is perhaps induced occafionally to drop a tear at the 
weaknefs and wretchednefs of our fellow-mortals. But, quitting 
fuch uncomfortable reflections, we proceed to bring our readers 





——_* 


* The ancient Tingitania is that part of the empire which com- 
prehends the kingdoms of Fez and Morocco, according to the pre- 
fent maps. 

_ + Itis worthy of obfervation, that the Moors at this day refiding 
in Tetuan are much more civilized than thofe of any other city 
throughout the empire. 
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acquainted with the principal materials of which M. Chenier’s 


work is compofed. 
The author begins with an account of the fituation and extent 
of the empire of Morocco, its cities, its rivers, and its harbours. 
¢ J fhall not confine myfelf to a mere defcription of the towns and 
orts of Morocco; to render my obfervations more ufeful, I fhall 
{ubjoin fome remarks relative to the navigation of the coaft; the 
convenience of the rivers, ports, and roads; and the trade which may 
be carried on with the country.’ 
This is extremely judicious; as fuch information (fuppofing 
a reafonable emperor at the head of the Moors) may one day be 
particularly ufeful to the commercial world. The maritime 
provinces of the empire are circumftantially, and, we doubt not, 
accurately, defcribed; thofe of the interior country muft necef- 
farily be lefs fo, as the jealoufy and prejudices of the people, who 
are little accuftomed to the fight of Europeans, induce them to 
prohibit their vifits, whenever fuch prohibition can be laid. 
Having touched on the probable advantages which might be 
derived to and from Morocco, by an eftablifhed and regular 
traffic with it; we will extract the writer’s account of the natural 
productions of the country, and which are reared with little art : 
the many benefits which would arife from labour, and a proper 


culture, are therefore eafily to be feen. 

‘ The empire of Morocco might fupply itfelf with all neceffaries, 
as well from the abundance and nature of its products, as from the 
few natural or artificial wants of the Moors, ceccafioned by climate or 
education. Its wealth confifts in the fruitfulnefs of its foil ; its corn, 
fruits, flocks, flax, falt, gums, and wax, would not only fupply its 
neceflities, but yield a fuperflux which might become an object of 
immenfe trade and barter with other nations ; fuch numerous exports 
might return an inexhauftible treafure, were its government fixed and 
fecure, and did fubjects enjoy the fruits of their labour and their pro- 
perty in fafety. 

‘ The increafe of corn in Morocco is often as fixty to one, and 
thirty is held to be but an indifferent harveft.’—* The Moors, naturally 
indolent, take little care of the culture of their fruits; oranges, 
lemons, and thick-fkinned fruits, the trees of which require little 
furture, prow in the open fields, and there are very large plantations 
of them found, which they take the trouble to water to increafe their 
product. Their vines, which yield excellent grapes, are planted as 
far as the thirty-third degree, as in our fouthern provinces, and are 
equally vigorous with ours.’ — 

* The olive is every where found along the coaft, but particularly 
to the fouth ; the trees are planted in rows, which form alleys, the 
more agreeable becaufe the treés are large, round, and high in pro- 
portion ; they take care to water them, the better to preferve the fruit : 
oil of olives might here be plentifully extraSted, were taxation fixed 
and moderate; but fuch has been the variation it has undergone, 
that the culture of olives is fo neglected, as fcarcely to produce oil 
fufficient for internal confumption. In 1768 7nd 1769, there were 
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near forty thoufand quintals of oil exported from Mogodor and 
Santa-Cruz to Marfeilles; and ten years after, it coft fifteen pence 
per pound. Thus do the vices of Government expofe nations to 
dear:h and famine, who live in the very bofom of abundance.— 

‘ In the province of Duquella is found the tree which produces 
gum fandarac, alfo that which yields the tranfparent gum; but the 
latter is moft produétive, and affords the beit gum the farther we 
proceed fouthward, where the heat and night dews may perhaps 
render the vegetable fecretion more pure and copious.— 

‘ On the coaft of Salee and Mamora there are forefts of oak, 
which produce acorns near two inches long ; they tafte like chef- 
nuts, and are eat raw and roafted : this fruit is called de//ote, and is 
fent to Cadiz, where the Spanifh ladies hold it in great eftimation. 
The empire of Morocco alfo produces much wax, but fince it has 
been fubjeéted by the emperor to the payment of additional duties, 
the country people have very much neglected the care of their hives. 
Salt abounds in the empire, and, in fome places on the coaft, requires 
only the trouble of gathering: independent of the falt-pits formed 
by the evaporation of the foft water, there are pits and lakes in the 
country, whence great quantities are obtained.— 

‘ The Moors cultivate their lands only in proportion to their 
wants ; hence two thirds of the empire, at leaft, lie wafte. Here the 
Doum, that is, the fan or wild palm tree, grows in abundance; 
and from which thefe people, when neceflity renders them induftrious, 
find great advantage: the fhepherds, mule-drivers, camel-drivers, 
and travellers, gather the leaves, of which they make mats, fringes, 
bafkets, hats, /bocaris or large wallets to carry corn, twine, ropes, 

irths, and covers fortheir pack-faddles: this plant, with which alfo 
they heat their ovens, produces a mild and refinous fruit that ripens 
in September and Oftober ; it is in form like the raifin, contains a 
kernel, and is aftringent, and very proper to temper and counteract 
the effects of the watery and laxative fruits, of which thefe people in 
fummer make an immoderate ufe: that Power, which is ever pro- 
videnc for all, has fpread this wild plant over their deferts, to fupply 
an infinity of wants that would otherwife heavilyburden a people fo 
poor. 
* Unacquainted with the fources of wealth of which their anceftors 
were pollefled, the Moors pretend there are gold and filver mines in 
the empire, which the emperors will not permit to be worked, left 
their fubjects fhould thus find means to fhake off their yoke: itis 
not improbable but that the mountains of Atlas may contain unex- 
plored riches, but there is no good proof that they have ever yielded 
gold and filver. There are known iron mines in the fouth, but the 
working of them has been found fo expenfive, that the natives would 
rather ufe imported iron, notwithftanding the heavy duty it pays, by 
which its price 1 doubled. There are copper mines in the neigh- 
bourhood of Santa-Cruz, which are not only fufficient for the {mall 
confumption of the empire, where copper is little ufed, but are alfo 
an object of exportation, and would become much more fo, were the 
duties lefs immaderate: taxation every where impofes fhackles de- 
ftruciive to the induftry of man and the profperity of nations.’— 

‘ ItisafiiRing( fays our author in another place) to behold climates 


of rich and fertile ands, which lie waite; while men are obliged 
to 
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to conquer the obftacles of nature, to gain fubfiftence among the 


mountains of Europ>.’ 
This is undoubtedly aMiGive to the man of refinement, but 


the degeneracy which has occafioned it is, we think, to be at- 
tributed entirely to moral, and not to phyfical, caufes; as M, 
Chenier feems to imagine, when he tells us that € the Moors, 
like all the other nations of hot climates, are more difpofed 
to fubmit to flavery than the inhabitants of the north* ; the few- 
nefs of their wants, and the fertility of their lands, render them 
little addidted to labour, therefore have they little vigour, little of 
that characteriftic energy in which noble ideas originate, which 
gives birth to great crimes or great virtues.’ 

This notion refpeéting the influence of climate on the manners 
of a people, and which he appears to have adopted from Mon- 
tefquieu, is furely erroneous: men, in all ages and in all coun 
tries, have been and are by nature nearly the fame; we are there- 
fore to look for courage or pufillanimity, not as thofe men may 
be placed in a northern or a fouthern fituation on the globe, but 
from the influence of the government under which they may 
happen tolive. The battles of Alexander, and indeed the whole 
of the Indian hiftory, will fufficiently prove to us, that enervity, 
either of mind or body, is not the certain confequence of a refi- 
dence on a burning foil; nay, the very people of whom we are 
fpeaking, are reprefented by Salluft, as having been highly fer- 
viceable in the Jugurthine war: the Carthaginians too, it may 
be remembered, had always fome bodies of Mauritantan forces 
in their pay: this was in the time of the free-born Moors, and 
when they were governed by their own particular laws. Nu- 
merous tribes of independent Arabs are it:l! to be found in 
Africaa—How then can the warmth of climate be faid to operate 
in the cafe of flavery ? we muft clearly refer it to the defpot, 
and his pernicious mode of government. 

This account of the empire of Morocco appears to be the re- 
fult of a diligent and attentive furvey : the writer’s defcription, 
both of the country and the people, is comprehenfive and en- 
tertaining ; but we are at the fame time oblived to remark, that 
as his reafoning concerning the power of climate over the man- 
ners of mankind, is far from philofophical or juft; fo is he 
greatly miftaken in alerting, that arts and fciences fAluurith only 
in freedom, and find not the leait encouragement under govern- 
ments wholly defpotic :’ this is far from being a fact, inafmuch 
as it reyards the fine arts; which, as an eminent writer of our 
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; ¥ We may here take occafion to obferve, that the inhabitants of 
fome of the northern regions of k.urope are as much enflaved as any 
which are to be met with in the torrid zone. 
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ewn time has juftly obferved, are naturally attendant on power , 
and luxury ; and which he inftances in the perfons of Dante, 
Ariofto, Taffo, Michael Angelo, Rafaelle, and Julio Romano, 
all of whom were members of defpotic ftates. We may like- 
wife adduce, in fupport of that writer, the hiftory of the reign 
of Louis the Fourteenth of France, fo juftly denominated the 
reign of genius and thearts. It is not then from the defpotifm, 
but the abfolute barbarifm in which the Moors are at this 
day plunged (with the exception of the inhabitants of a fingle 
town or two), that fcience is wholly uncultivated among them, 
In the time of the firft eftablifhment of their kings, when arbi- 
trary power was at its height, but when the people, comparatively 
{peaking, were in a ftate of civilization, Morocco was the feat 
of glory and of commerce:—the change is terrible indeed ! 
But we will now prefent our readers with M.Chenier’s account 


of the State of Knowlege among the Moors. 

* The Moors have no conception of the fpeculative fciences ; in 
this refembling the ancient Arabs : thofe among them who can read 
(and the number is exceedingly {mall) feldom read any thing but 
their books of religion. Education confifts merely in learning to 
read and write; and as the revenues of the learned are derived from 
thefe talents, the priefts and talbes among them are the fole depo- 
fitories of this much knowledge: ‘the children of the Moors are 
taught in their fchools to read and repeat fome fixty leflons, felected 
from the koran, which, for the fake of eeconomy, are written upon 
{mall boards ; thefe leffons being once learned, the fcholar is fuppofed 
to have obtained fufficient knowledge to leave fchool ; on this occafion 
he rides on horfeback through the city, followed by his comrades, 
who fing his praifes ; this to him is a day of triumph, to the {cholars 
an incitement to emulation, a feftival for the maiter, and a day of ex- 
pence for the parents ; for in all countries wherever there are feitivals 
and proceflions, there alfo are eating and drinking. ‘The Moors are 
alfo in the habit of rhyming and finging the hiftory of any extraor- 
dinary event; fome have fuppofed that this cuftom has been intro- 
duced, among polifhed nations, from political motives, to amufe the 
people and make them laugh, when they might otherwife become 
too ferious ; but it is much more natural to conjecture that, origin- 
ally, the end of fuch rhymes was information, and the preferving of 
hiftorical events in the memory of a multitude of citizens, who had 
not learned to read. ‘The Moors, who happen to be fomewhat more 
Jearned than common, amufe themfelves by propofing the folution 
of enigmas that are tolerably verfified ; he who divines the meaning, 
muft ufe the fame rhymes as thofe in which the enigma was compofed, 
as if it were an anfwer to a queftion.’ 

M. Chenier’s Account of the Manners, Cuftoms, Charaéter, 
&c. of the Inhabitants of Morocco, is, as we have already ob- 
ferved, full and particular ; yet, as it differs not materially from 
the defcriptions of former writers, we fhall not encumber our 


pages with the relation of matters which are fufficiently known ; 
but 
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but confine ourfelves to the felection of fome few paflages from 
that part of this performance which touches on the views and 
difpofitions, political and commercial, of the reigning emperor, 
Sidi Mahomet ; a man who, when fet in oppofition to his bar- 
barous, his truly inhuman predeceflors, is lefs deferving of our 
cenfure or our hatred. 

‘ The empire having been fo long difturbed by revolutions under 
the reign of Muley Abdallah, the dittant provinces lived in a kind of 
independence. ‘The governors had ufurped more authority, and the 
treafury had been exhaufted by the avidity of the foldiers, and the 
capricious manner in which money was fquandered by that emperor. 
Sidi Mahomet, ripened by age and experience when he afcended 
the throne, applied himfelf to find means of quickly re-eftablifhing 
the finances, and fupplying the ftate treafury, and with the care of 
making arbitrary power refpected throughout the provinces, which 

ower had been fomewhat enfeebled by the concuflions of the late 
troublefome reign. 

* The information he had acquired, concerning commerce and tax. 
ation, occafioned the emperor to perceive that, of all political advan- 
tages, that which tended to revive commerce in a nation could alone 
augment its revenues, and repair its lofles. The profits arifing from 
piracy, an occupation which was expofed to real lofies and uncertain 
gains, might, on the one part, provoke the refentment of nations, the 
maritime forces of which were daily augmenting; while, on the 
other, the barter of the productions of the empire would afcertain to 
him thofe more abundant refources of wealth which accrue from agri- 
culture. 

« Reflexions like thefe determined Sidi Mahomet to make peace 
with the powers of Europe. After confirming that already made 
between Morocco, England, and Holland, he, in the beginning of 
his reign, concluded treaties with Denmark and Sweden fucceffively ; 
and, in the following years, with the republic of Venice, France, 
Spain, and Portugal. In1i78z, the Emperor and the Grand Duke of 
Tufcany made peace, and the other powers of Italy enjoy a kind of 
truce with the empire of Morocco. | 

‘ Before the reign of Sidi Mahomet, the nations of Europe had form- 
ed commercial connexions cn the coaft of Morocco, and thofe who 
were not at peace with the empire ftill enjoyed the fafety of afylum. 
True it is, that the inftability of the government fomewhat diminifhed 
the confidence of nations ; and the little fecurity the roads of Merocca 
afforded in winter, was an obftacle to the increafe of navigation : 
at that time there were only a few fafe ports on the coaft of the em- 
pire; they were dangerous from the impediments of bars, and the 
ignorance, avarice, or evil intentions, of the pilots. 

_* In order to aid commerce, and increafe the glory of his reign, 
Sidi Mahomet caufed the town of Mogodor to be built in the fouth 
part of his empire, where nature had formed a port acceffible in all 
feafons. The Emperor encouraged foreign merchants to ereét houfes 
in this new city, by giving them to fuppofe the duties of the cuftoms 
fhould be leffened. I he Moors, and the Jews alfo, built houfes there 
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to pleafe their mafler; and Mogodor, as I have before obferved, - 
built with more regularity than any ster city of the empire. 

After having thus founded Mogodor, the principal expence of 
whi ch was fupported by foreign commerce, the Emperor, who began 
to take delight in building, ordered the fortrefies of Laracha and 
Rabat to be repaired, e smbellithed each of thefe cities with fome edi- 
fices and public markets, and, at the fame time, made additions to 
his palace at Morocco, for whieh he has a degree of predileétion, 
After he had extended the circumference of this palace, he caufed 
new pavilions to :¢ dded, built with tafle by European mafons, 

€In 1773, Sidi Mahomet etetated the foundation of the town of 
Fedale to be laid, which was chen begun, but which has never been 
finifhed. Thefe undertakings have been neglected, purfued, or again 
abandoned, according to he temporary change of circumftances, or, 
perhaps, becaufe the revenues of the Emperor are infvfficient to fup- 
port fach expences. Neither do cities feem fo neceflary in thefe 
temperate climates, where the people are habituated to a folitary 
country life, as they are, in latitudes lefs mild. 

‘ The confidence which the regulations, political views, and per- 
fonal character, of Sidi Mahomet, infpired among foreign nations, 
at firft multiplied mercantile eftablithments on the coat of Morocco: 
merchants fettled at Santa-Cruz, Mogodor, Safi, Rabat, Laracha, 
and Tetuan ; there were even too many, and their purpofes were fub- 
verted by their own eagernefs: the Emperor fucceflively increafed the 
duties, hoping thereby to avgment his revenues; but this oppreffion, 
however, produced an effeét the very reverfe—fhackled thus by tax- 
ation, commerce grew languid. 

The Emperor, pretending to give it new animation, became a 
merchant himfelf; and this did but increafe the evil, for it did but 
increafe reftraint. Obliged to fel] their wares, and to purchafe the 
country products, at fuch prices as the defpot pleafed to fix, mer- 
chants became merely his. factors, and were conftrained to remove 
from port to port in his empire, wherever he chofe to indicate, as 
beft fuited his convenience, or to thofe to which he gave the pre- 
ference. 

‘ By this means the channel of trade was interrupted. The farmer 
and the foreign trader, reaping no fruit from the labours of their in- 
dufiry, and unable to refift the current of authority, are wholly dif- 
couraged ; the fields lie wafte, the markets are deferted, and, of all 
the mercantile houfes difperfed over the coaft of Morocco, there 
{carcely remain fix. United at Mogodor, and accuftomed to the 
variations of the government, they have to ftruggle againft the ex- 
tortions excited by the fpirit of intereit, and w hich, at one moment 
increafed, at the next relaxed, are never certain.’ 


The Hiftory of the different Dynafties, from the Foundation of 1 the 
Kingdom of Fez, to the Succeffion of the Sharifs of the reigning 
Family, exbibits that train of cruelty and opprefion, fo common 
to countries in which the lives and poflefions of men are not fe- 
cured py particular Jaws, and where the names of honour and 
juftice are fcarcely remembered.—Ciede madentes terras Afiraa 
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Art. IX. Philotoxi Ardena ; The Woodmen of Arden; a Latin 
Poem: by John Morfitr, Ifq. Barrifter at Law. With a Tranf- 
lation in Blank Verfe, another in Rhyme; attempted in the Man- 
ner of Dryden, and dedicated (by Permiffion) to the Right Hon. 
the Countefs of Aylesford ; and an Effay on the Superiority of 
Dryden’s Verfification over that of Pope and of the Moderns. By 
Jofeph Welton. 4to. 52 Pages. 2s. 6d. Printed at Birming- 
ham, and fold in London by Robinfons. 1789, 


HIS poem is introduced to the reader by the following 
prefatory advertifement : 

‘ The following lines were written merely for the amufement of a 
private circle ; but, an ingenious friend having honoured them with 
a double verfion, | hereby fubmit them to the eye of the public, in 
hopes that any languor in the original will be atoned for by the fpi- 
rit of the tranflations, and the judicious criticifm contained in the 
manly eflay that accompanies them. 

‘ Should they tend, in the leaft degree, to promote the truly 
Britith exercife of ArcHERyY, the author’s moft fanguine expecta- 
tions will be anfwered. ‘The landfcape defcribed in the opening 
fhews that they were written in a fummer month, and the {cene is 
laid in the Forest oF ARDEN, near PAaCKINGTON Hatt, the feat 
of the Right Hon the Kart or AYLESFORD. 

J. Morfitt. Birmingham, Dec. 15, 1788.’ 

This Latin poem celebrates the Warwickfhire heroes and 
heroines of the bow and arrow. It contains about fourfcore 
verfes in Jong and fhort metre, not inelegantly written; but, 
as the author ezcknowledges, more adapted to the amufement of 
a private circle, than calculated for general publication. The 
tranflator however, with double diligence, has fwelled them in- 
to an half-crowa pamphlet by two different verfions ; the Jaft 
accompanied with an eflay in praife and vindication of Dryden. 
Thefe tranflations have each their merit and defects. There 
are fome ttiffneties in the blank verfe, and no very happy imita- 
tion of the manner of Dryden in the rhyme, though otherwife 
not void of fpirit. 

‘ Ulmea frat feries,’ 
is rendered 

‘ There flands an elmy row,’ 
meaning @ row of e/ms ; but we do not believe that there is fuch a 
word as e/my in the Englifh language; yet if the next line had 
not added 

* Which may prote& me by abundant fhade,’ 
we fhould have fuppofed 

‘ Que magna PROTEGAT umbra,’ 
to be an error of the prefs; and we ftill think the verfe would 
have been more neat and elegant with protegit in the indicative ; 
and certainly more agreeable to the ‘ cicada CREPAT,’ in the 
pentameter following. This Latin diftich takes up four lines 
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of rhyme; and we cannot hold the two laft as very like Dryden, 


or very clofe to the line of the original. 
‘ Languida dum nimio fole cicada crepat.’ 
¢ While the parch’d grafshopper, his little throat 
¢ Diftending, chirps his plaint with feeble note.’ 

In page 6 of the rhyme are two lines, equally inferior in 
fpirit and expreffion to the original Latin (p. 8.) 

‘ Fallor ? an auriculis modo ftridet arundo volucris ? 
© Fervet opus; fervet dulcis honoris amor.’ 
© Dol then Sear—or only /eem to hear— 
© The flying arrow whizzing in my ear ?” 

We do not admire Mr. Wefton’s modern dafhes either in 
verfe or profe, nor the multitude of italics. Hear and ear are 
fcarcely legitimate rhymes. They are, we may fay, the fame 
word ; nullum fimile eff idem. 

In this fay, which appears to bea needlefs vindication of Dry- 
den, and as groundlefs an attack on Pope and Johnfon, who 
have both warmly acknowledged the poet’s tranfcendent merit, 
he confiders Pope and his imitators as enemies to the ufe of 
Alexandrines. _ But the fact is otherwile, Pope only cenfures the 
mechanical ufe of them: 

“© ANEEDLESS Alexandrine ends the fong.” 

Mr, Wefton, intending, as we fuppofe, to imitate Dryden, 
clofes almoft every fection (if we may fo call it, {peaking of a 
poem) with an Alexandrine, many of which are needle/s, and 

“© Like awounded Snake, drag their flow length along.” 

Exempli gratia : 

‘ And books, which 4tic honey plenteonfly diftil ;? 
or what is etter, 

* With dignity enjoy’d, while copying from his Kine!" 
and then a roaring couplet, 

‘ Tame—who, of ¢rif/e augmentation proud, 

* Rolls his united ftreams, and roars his joy aloud? 
And then, 

* Exulting York, diftinguifh’d from the reft, 

* Difplays the corneous glory on his verdant vett.’ 

The corneous glory, unintelligible in Englith, fignifies a horn 
fpoon, affigned to the fhooter of the arrow within the target, but 
tartheft from the center. In Latin it is not ill exprefled, 

© Cornea dum viridi gloria vefte nitet.’ 
But Dryden would not fo have tranflated it into Englifh; and, 
what is whimfical, the prefent poet in his Miltonics, familiarly 
writes, and nearer his original, 

‘ Firm is the footftep of exulting Yoré, 

* While on his green vet fhines she spoon of HORN.” 

* Yorkius exultans firmat veftigia greffu, 

© Cornea dum viridi gloria vefte nitet.’ 

Not to fatigue the reader with more of thefe needles Alexan- 
drines, we {hall only cite one other paflage from the poem and 
the tranflations. 

The 











oem ; 
P ‘ Multé laude fedens vidor dat jura, bibendi 


Ruffel’s Sonnets and Mifcellancous Poems. 
The victor archer is thus elegantly defcribed in the Latin 


© Arbiter, et Graco pocula more regit.’ 
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Aloft the conqueror fits, with glory crown’d ! 
Lord of the feaft, he deals the goblet round ; 
His charge with ev’n a Grecian ftrictnefs plies, 


And who rejeés the {parkling beverage—/iies.” 





338 


We do not much admire the /parkling beverage, nor perfelly 
recolleét the Grecian firidine/s; and looking back to our days of 
conviviality, cannot recognife the expreflion of flies, applied by 
any toa/t mafter, whom Mr. Morfitt properly ftyles bibendi arbiter. 
Where is Mr. Wefton lord of the feaf?, and ufed to iflue his 


"commands in fuch terms ? 


We thal? now take leave of all this Latin and Englifh, this 
private and public poem, by allowing confiderable merit to the 
original and to the tranflations ; and hoping our readers will not 


fay that the Latin and Englifh are both Greek to them. Colon 





Art. X. Sonnets and Mifcellaneous Poems. 


By the late Thomas 


Ruffel, Fellow of New College, Oxford. 4to. 62 pages. 3s. 


Rivington, &c. 


1789. 


HESE elegant trifles are the production of a mufe evi- 
enius and tafte; and the plaintive 
language which breaks forth in moft of them, proves that the 
author (as hath been too often the cafe with other poets) was 


«* A man of many forrows.”’ 
In this collection, are feveral tranflations from the Greek, Ita- 


lian, and Portuguefe: indeed the original pieces are ftrongly 


dently 


tin@ured with the poetry of the Italian fchool. 


blefled with g 


We expected to have feen fome verfes in this colleGtion, bee 


ginning 
‘ To a friend fo fincere, a companion fo gay, 


* Who brought cares on himfelf, to drive our’s away :” 


of which Mr. Ruflel was faid to have been the author. 


After perufing thefe poems, we venture to pronounce, that, with 
afew exceptions, they poffefs the elegiac foftnefs, and harmonious 
periods of Gray, without his tendency to obfcurity and fuftian. 


As a fpecimen, we will feleé&t the tenth fonnet : 
* Could then the babes from yon unfhelter’d cot 


Implore thy pafling charity in vain? 


Too thoughtlefs youth ! what tho’ thy happier lot 


Infult their life of poverty and pain ! 


What tho’ their Maker doom’d them thus forlorn 
To brook the mockery of the taunting throng, 
Beneath th’ opprefior’s iron {courge to mourn, 
To mourn, but not to murmur at his wrong ! 
Yet when their laft late evening fhall decline, 
Their evening cheerful, though their day diftreft, 
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A hope perhaps more heavenly bright than thine, 
A grace by thee unfought, and unpoffett, 
A faith more fix’d, a rapture more divine, 
Shall gild their paflage to eternal ret.’ 
The editor’s fhort account of the author, informs us that he 
‘ Was the fon of an eminent attorney at Bridport * in Dorfethhire. 
After {pending fome years at a grammar-fchcol in that county, he 
was removed to Winchefter, and in 1780 eleéted fellow of New 
College, Oxford. In this fituation he was eminently diftinguithed by 
his claffical knowledge, and an extenfive acquaintance with the beit 
authors in the French, Italian, Spanith, Portuguefe, and German 
Janguages. but his progrefs in literature was checked bya linger- 
ing illnefs, which terminated in a confumption of the lungs.’ 


He died at Briftol, July 31, 1788, in the 26th year of his 


age. ‘Tva hqu itas* 





Art. XI. Arundel. By the Author of the Obferver. 12mo. 2 Vols, 
5s. fewed. Dilly. 1789. 


‘T” is well known that the author of the Obferver is Mr. Cum- 
berland, who has given feveral dramatic and other perform. 
ances to the worid; and to whom, although he has noc always 
fucceeded in his endeavours to pleafe, we muft on the whole 
acknowlege ourfelves indebted for no inconfiderable portion of 
entertainment. Arundel, it we miftske not, is his coup d’effai as 
a novelift. We cannot compliment him on its pofitive excellence ; 
but if we compare it with the equivacals which have lately, and 
in fuch prodigicus numbers, ftarted into exiftence—an infedct 
kind of exifitence occafioned by the beams emitted from the 
eye of beauty, and which, when that eye hath withdrawn its in- 
fluence, prefently return to their original nothingnefs,—in fuch a 
comparifon, we fay, the writer of the prefent work wiil appear to 
confiderable advantage. But ftill the prodution before us pof- 
fcfies not the requifites of a /egitimate novel. The characters 
(with the exception of Arundel) are only faint and imperfect 
fketches, and fuch as we have long been accuftomed to fee. 
The fentiments which are put into the mouths of the principal 
perfonages, it muft be owned, ave often manly and fpirited, 
tender and pathetic; they manifeft a confiderable knowlege of 
the human heart, yet what we have to complain of is, that thefe 
perioneges are not fufficiently drawn out or called into ation. 
They talk about virtue and vice, and they defcribe the effects of 
the peflions fometimes with confiderable energy: but in per- 
formances in this line of writing, which conficerably partakes 
of the nature of the drama, we expect to fee the charadiers 
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* We are informed that Beamifter, in that county, was the place 
of his birth. 
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brought forward ina bold and fpirited manner: we expect to 
fee them virtuous or wicked, as different circumilances may 
operate on their different inclinations and tempers; and we 
likewife expect to be left, for the moft part, to our own reflec. 


tions on the matter. ‘This is what we are cefirous of feeing; 
and if this be neglected, the novel lofes its dittinguithing fea- 
ture, and becomes didactic.—It inftructs by precept inftead of 
example. 

Of Arundel, the gentle yet magnanimous Arundel, we muf 
fay a word or two. He is reprefented as a man of genius, 
poor, and confequently in fome fort dependant, yet pofleffing at 
the fame time that nice fenfe of honour, that jult and laudable 
pride, which fpurns at the leaft indignity that is offered to him 
son account of his fituation in life: for it is an undoubted truth, 
that indign'ty ever is, we had almoft faid that it ever mx/? be, 
offered to the unfortunate —Man of virtue! enquire not why 
this foould neceffarily be ; the problem is not to be refolved here. 

Now fuch being the character of Mr. Cumberiand’s hero, we 
find him centinually involved in difficulties which the more 
prudent and the more complaifant among mankind will cer- 
tainly avoid. Placed by his father, who is of a mean and grovel- 
ing {pirit, as private fecretary to a man in power, he receives, 
on quitting the paternal roof, the following truly humiliating 
Charge: 

‘ Be always ready at the call, nay at the very nod of your prin- 
cipal. Study his looks fo as to anticipate, if poflible, his withes, be- 
fore he can give them utterance. Make friends with all that are of 
his family or connections : none are to be neglected by you, not even 
his domettics, for they have much to fay, and many opportunities to 
fay itin. His lordfhip, you well know, is of a lofty nature, high ia 
blood, rich in honours, and replete with power, authority and 
wealth. His humour therefore mutt be your law, and in all things 
you mult accord to it: if you thwart it, you are undone: if you 
foothe it, your fortune is made.” : 

To this he anfwers, in the language of a Chriftian, ¢ The 
leffons of humility which you are pleafed to beftow upon me, I 
fhall ftrive to profit by.’ At the fame time adding, * But I 
fhall hope to find Lord G. tco noble to demand thofe abje affi- 
duities which would degrade my chara€ter, and reflect no honour upon 
bis.’ An admirable obfervation; and originating in fo refined 
and generous a principle, that we hope it may operate, in fome 
degree, on the monied upftuarts of the day; fo that by awakening 


a fenfe of noblene/s in their bofoms, or, failing in that, a fenfe of 


foame, they may be deterred from infulting, in any grofs de- 
gree, the man of talents who may be in want; and who, be- 
ing fo, is neceffarily deferted by the world: we fay in any gro/s 
degree, for when we reflect on the general depravity among man- 

kind, 
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kind *, it cannot be expected that fuch behaviour fhould ens 
tirely ceafe. Farther, we hope that the wealthy in general will 
colle& from it, that they fhould at no time employ as a lacquey, 
or in any bafe and fervile way (as is much too commonly feen), 
the perfon on whom they may have conferred an obligation ; 
but carefully keep in remembrance, that it is not the favour re. 
ceived, but the manner in which that favour is granted and con. 
tinued to him, that can bind in the ties of gratitude the fenfible, 
feeling, well-judging man. 

The following remark is pointed; and we recommend it to the 
attention of all whom it may concern: 

‘ What are you, gentlemen politicians, more than the reft of 
mankind, that you alone fhould be exempted from going through 
your degrees, and ftart up at once doétors and profeffors of the un. 
taught myfteries of government? Happy infpiration, if it were fo! 
miferable people, to be governed by upftarts and empirics, if it be 


not fo !’ 
The ftory of this novel is conducted with fome degree of art. 


‘The language is, for the moft part, clear and perfpicuous, 
though occafionally fullied by vulgarifms +. We are furprifed 
at finding the following expreffions in letters fuppofed to be 
written by well-educated people. * That fetch would not fave 
me’—* It was to be apprehended certain names would be ufed 
that I was determined thould not get out if I could avoid [hinder] 
it'——* My impatient brother opened upon me’—* Mr. A. is 
a fudden become heir,’ &c.——* He called upon my uncle and be- 

an to round him with fine fpeeches’—* | muft give him a flat 
refufal the very next time he baits me with his addrefles’—* His 
whole frame trembled, and if he had not /guatted down upon the 
fteps'—* Sir G. Revel, whom all the ladies think fo great a 
catch, &c. &c. Thefe, perhaps, will be confidered by many as 
petty blemifhes. They are, however, fuch as ought by no 
means to fall from the pen of Mr. Cumberland. 

The little pieces of poetry which are fcattered through thefe 
volumes, are of a fuperior kind. We will tranfcribe a ftanza or 
two from the * Addre/s to Solitude.’ — 

‘ Thou, Solitude, art Contemplation’s friend, 
On thee the rational delights attend ; 

No gilded chariot haunts thy door, 

No flambeaux blaze, no drunkards roar, 

No rattling dice, no clafhing fwords, 

No fquand’ring fool, no wretch that hoards, 
No lordly beggars, and no beggar’d lords.’ 





— 





* «¢ Dans ladverfité de nos meilfeurs amis, nous trouvons toujours 
quelque chofe qui ne nous deplait pas.”” La RocHEFoucAULT.—How 
difgraceful to our nature! and yet how certainly true! 

t Near the conclufion, alfo, in particular, it is fomewhat repre- 
henfible on the {core of voluptuoufnels, and even indelicacy. 


* No- 
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« Nobility! thou empty, borrow’d name! 
I leave thee for fubftantial, felf-earn’d fame; 
And ye that on the painted wing 
Flutter awhile, then fix the fting, 
Ye infect tribe of pleafures gay, 
I brufh your flimfy forms away,— 
Be gone, impertinents! you’ve had your day.’ 
¢ And, O deceitful world! too well I know, 
How little worth is all thou can’ft beflow, 
The reputation of a day, 
Which the next morning takes away, 
The flattery that beguiles the ear, 
‘The hypocrite’s fictitious tear, 
Thefe thou can’ft give, this femblance thou can’ft wear.’ 


Mr, Cumberland has been ftyled by a late ingenious writer, 
‘© The Terence of England, the mender of hearts ;” 


and we think him highly deferving the commendation. His 
compofitions have ever had for their object the eftablifhment of 
moral goodnefs, by inculcating its principles and perfe€tions with 


unwearied affiduity and care, A-B. 





Art. XII. An Account of the Advantages and Method of watering 
Meadows by Art, as pra&ifed in the County of Gloucefter. By the 
Rev. ‘T. Wright. Small 8vo. 14 Pages. 1s. 6d. Scatcherd 


andCo. 1789. 


N the Correfpondence, at p. 671 of cur Ixxvilith volume, we 
printed a letter from Mr. Wright, correcting a {mall miftake 
into which we had fallen on the fubjeét of watering meadows, 
with a fhort note, inviting the writer to publifh an account of 
that improvement as practifed in Gloucefterfhire, which we are 
glad to find has been in fome meafure inftrumental in producing 
the prefent pamphlet: a publication which, we have no doubt, 
will prove very beneficial to many parts of the country, where 
water is fuffered, at prefent, to run entirely to watfte. 

The ingenious writer of this fmall performance divides the 
fubje& into three parts; viz. The advantages of watering—the 
method—direCtions in each month—and anfwers to objections, 

Thofe perfons who have never had an opportunity of feeing 
the effects of water properly diftributed on grafs-land, will be dif- 
pofed to think that Mr. Wright has fomewhat exaggerated under 
the firft head, when he fays that land, by watering, whatever be its 
kind and quality, is increafed to double or treble its former va- 
luemthat land under this management does not require dung, 
but is itfelf a conftant fource of manure to other fields—that it 
raifes grafs in the {pring a full month fooner than the fame fields 
could otherwife be made to yield it—that the fpring feed is worth 
at leaft a guinea per acre—that it will yield of hay, befide the 


fpring feed and aftermath, two tons per acre—~and that the Jat- 
tes 
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ter math is always worth a pound, &c. &c. But we, who have 
ourfelves feen and experienced the effects of this improvement, 
have no doubt of the faéts; and therefore warmly recommend 
this fubjeét to the attention of our agricultural readers. 

The direétions in this treatife are plain and concile; but the 
author is right in advifing thofe who are not at a great diftance 
from G'oucefterfhire, to get fome perfons from that county, who 
are acquainted with the operation, to teach them the practice; a 
flight idea of which may be obtained from the few following 
hints : 

¢ The fall of the ground in every meadow ought to be about 
half an inch in a foot [but great diverfity in this refpe is 
admifible]. The water ought never to flow more than two 
inches deep upon the furface of the land. When the grafs is 
two inches high, the water ovght never to fhow itfelf except in 
the various ditches.’ - - - * Every meadow, before it is well 
watered, muft be brought into a form fomething refembling a 
ground that has been left by the plough in a ridged ftate,’ 

He advifes the water to be turned on the field in the begin- 
ning of November, after a fhower, when the water 1s thick and 
muddy. In this month, he adds, the water contains much more 
falt and richnefs than later in winter. This laft pofition is 
difputable, and many practical waterers wi!l be of opinion that 
the muddinefs of the water is of little confequence. 

In December and January, the chief care confifts in keep- 
ing the land fheltered by the water, from the feverity of the 
frofty nights. In February, if you fuffer the water to remain 
for many days, 2 white fcum arifes that is very deftrudiive to 
the grafs: and if you now expofe the land, without the cover- 
ing of the water, toa fevere frofty bight, the greateft part of the 

tafs will be killed. The only way to avoid both thefe injuries 
is, to take the water off [in the morning} and turn it over at 
night. * At the beginning of May, when the fpring feed is 
eaten off, the water is ufed for a few days, and again when the 
hay is carried off,’ 

In other diftrits where watering has been ufed, the practice 
varies from that defcribed in this eflay, in feveral refpeéts ; and 
we hope the pubiic will foon be favoured with diftin& accounts 
of this improvement as it is practifed in Hampfhire, Hereford- 
fhire, and other places. It is probable that ufeful hints may 
thus be obtained from their different modes of practice, which may 
tend to the advantage of each. 

The public are much indebted to Mr. Wright for this trea- 
tife, which we beg leave ta recommend to the perufal of all our 
country readers. Could gentlemen be induced thus to publifh 
diftinét accounts of particular ufeful prices in apriculture, un- 
fophifticated by theoretical gloffes, they would conter a great and 


o 


latting benefit on the community, 
An. — = 
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Art. XIII. The Botanic Garden. Containing, The Loves of the 
"Plants; a2 Poem: with Philofophical Notes. 4to. pp. 184. 12s. 
Boards. Printed at Litchfield; and fold in London by Johnfon. 

1789. 

HE general defign of this very fingular work is (accord- 
T ing to the advertifement prefixed to it) ‘to inlift Imagina- 
tion under the banner of Science, and to lead her votaries from 
the loofer analogies, which drefs out the imagery of poetry, to 
the ftricter ones, which form the ratiocination of philofophy. 
The particular defign is, to induce the ingenious to cultivate the 
knowledge of Borany ; by introducing them to the veftibule 
of that delightful fcience, and recommending to their atten- 
tion the immortal works of the celebrated Swedifh naturalift, 
LINNEUS,’ 

The whole work confifts of two parts, but only the /econd is 
now publifhed ; in which * the fexual fyftem of Linneus is ex- 
plained, with the remarkable properties of many particular 
plants.’ The firft part is entitled, the Economy of Vegetation, 
and in this the phyfology of plants is delivered, with the operation 
of the elements, fo far as they may be fuppofed to affect the 
growth of vegetables: but the publication of this part is de- 
ferred to another year, for the purpofe of repeating fonft experi- 
ments on vegetation. 

Ey way of preface, the author gives a general view of the 
fexual fyftem ; and in the poetical exhibition of each particu- 
Jar plant, he has diftinguifhed its place in the fyftem, by print- 
ing the name or number of the clafs, or order, in /talics. Thus, 
Two brother fwains—Five fifter nymphs—Oxe houfe contains 
them—Secret or clande/ftine loves. 

Previous to the opening of the poem, he invites the reader, if 
perfectly at leifure for fuch trifling amufement, to walk in, and 
view the wonders of his INCHANTED GARDEN. 

‘ Whereas P. Ovidius Nafo, a great necromancer in the famous 
court of Auguftus Czfar, did, by art poetic, tranfmute men, women, 
and even gods and goddeffes, into trees and flowers; I have under- 
taken by fimilar art to reftore fome of them to their original animal- 
ity, after having remained prifoners fo long in their refpeétive ve- 
getable manfions; and have here exhibited them before thee: which 
thou mayft contemplate as divers little pitures fufpended over the 
chimney of a lady’s drefling room, connected only by a flight feftoon of 
ribbons: and which, though thou mayft not be acquainted with the 
originals, may amufe thee by the beauty of their perfons, their grace- 
ful attitudes, or the brilliancy of their drefs.’ 

We have accordingly walked in, and viewed the whole ex- 
hibition; and we have received from it fo much pleafure and 
inftruGtion, that we give our readers a warm invitation .09 fole 
low us, and do not hefitate to enroll the author among the dif- 

Rev. April, 1789. Z tinguithed 
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tinguifhed favorites, as well of the Mufcs, as of Minerva, 
Though the different objeéts are connected, as he acknowleges, 
but by flight feftoons, they are rendered interefting by high poetic 
imagery, and many beautiful allufions, both to Claffic fable, and 
to modern perfons, manners, and inventions. The verfification 
is, in general, harmonious and elegant; but we will tranfcribe 
the exordium, and Jet our readers judge for themfelves ; 


‘ Defcend, ye hovering Sylphs! aerial quires, 
And {weep with little hands your filver lyres ; 
With fairy footfteps print your grafly rings, 

Ye Gnomes! accordant to the tinkling ftrings ; 
While in foft notes [ tune to oaten reed 

Gay hopes, and amorous forrows, of the mead. 
From giant Oaks, that wave their branches dark, 
To the dwarf Mofs, that clings upon their bark, 
What beaux and beauties crowd the gaudy groves, 
And woo and win their vegetable loves ; 

How Snow-drops cold, and blue-eyed Harebels blend 
Their tender tears, as o’er the ftream they bend; 
The love-fick Violet, and the Primrofe pale 

Bow their {weet heads, and whifper to the gale ; 
With fecret fighs the virgin Lily droops, 

And jealous Cowflips hang their tawny cups. 

How the young Rofe, in beauty’s damafk pride 
Drinks the warm blufhes of his bafhful bride ; 
With honey’d lips enamour’d Woodbines meet, 
Clafp with fond arms, and mix their kiffes fweet. 

Stay thy foft-murmuring waters, gentle Rill; 
Huth, whifpering Winds; ye ruftling Leaves, be ftill ; 
Rett, filver Butterflies, your quivering wings; 
Alight, ye Beetles, from your airy rings ; 

Ye painted Moths, your gold-eyed plumage furl, 
Bow your wide horns, your fpiral trunks uncurl ; 
Glitter, ye Glow-worms, on your mofly beds ; 
Defend, ye Spiders, on your lengthen’d threads ; 
Slide here, ye horned Snails, with varnifh’d hells ; 
Ye Bee-nymphs, liften in your waxen cells, ———’ 


The Botanic Muss is then invoked, to 


* Say, on each leaf, how tiny Graces dwell ; 
How laugh the Pleafures in a bloffom’s bell ; 
How infect-Loves arife on cobweb wings, 
Aim their light fhafts, and point their little ftings.’ 
The plants which the poet has felected for his exhibition, are 
chiefly thofe which have fome peculiarities in their own cecono- 
my and procefs of fecundation, or fome remarkable properties, 
beneficial or injurious, to man or other animals. By judicioufly 
availing himfelf of thefe circumftances, he has produced a moft 
pleafing variety in his poetic defcriptions, and made every plant 
an entire new object, We fhall cite one or two of the fhortett 
examples : 


‘ The 
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¢ The fair Osmunpa * feeks the filent dell, 
The ivy canopy, and dripping cell ; 
There hid in fhades, clandeftine rites approves, 
Till the green progeny betrays her loves. 

Five fifter-nymphs to join Diana’s train 
With thee, fair Lycunist! vow,—but vow in vain 
Beneath one roof refides the virgin band, 
Flies the fond fwain, and fcorns his offer’d hand ; 
But when foft hours on breezy pinions move, 
And fmiling May attunes her lute to love, 
Each wanton beauty, trick’d in all her grace, 
Shakes the bright dew-drops from her blufhing face ; 
In gay undrefs difplays her rivals charms, 
And calls her wondering lovers to her arms. 


The fell St-ene f{ and her fifters fair, 
Skill’d in deftru€tion, fpread the vifcous fnare. 
The harlot-band tex lofty bravoes fcreen, 
And frowning guard the magic nets, unfeen.— 
Hafle, glittering nations, tenants of the air, 
Oh, fteer from hence your viewlefs courfe afar ! 
If with foft words, fweet blufhes, nods, and {miles, 
The bree dread Syrens lure you to their toils, 
Lim’d with their art, in vain you point your flings ; 
In vain the efforts of your whirring wings !— 
Go, feek your gilded mates and infant hives, 
Nor tafte the honey purchas’d with your lives !’ 





* « This plant grows on moift rocks; the parts of its flower or its 
feeds are fcarce difcernible; whence Linneus has given the name of 
clandeftine marriage to this clafs. ‘The younger plants are of a beau- 
tiful vivid green.’ 

+ *‘ The flowers, which contain the five females, and thofe which 
contain the ten males, are found on different plants ; and often ata 
great diftance from each other. When the females arrive at their 
maturity, they rife above the petals, as if looking abroad for their 
diftant hufbands ; the fcarlet ones contribute much to the beauty of 
Our meadows in May and June.’ 

t ‘ Silene, Catchfly—The vifcous material which furrounds the 
ftalks under the flowers of this plant, and of the Cucubulus Otites, 
is a curious contrivance to prevent various infects from plundering 
the honey, or devouring the feed. In the Dionza Mafcipula there 
1s a full more wonderful contrivance to prevent the depredations of 
infe&s : the leaves are armed with long teeth} like the antennz ot 
infects, and lie fpread upon the ground round the ftem ; and are fo 
irritable, that when an infect creeps upon them, they fold up, and 
cruth or pierce it to death_— The flower of the Arum mufcivorum 
has the {mell of carrion; by which the flies are invited to lay their 
eggs in the chamber of the flower, but in vain endeavour to 
efcape, being prevented by the hairs pointing inwards; and thus 


perith in the flower, whence its name of Fly-eater.” 
Z2 Though 
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Though this bard profefles to have counteracted the fpells 
of Ovid, yet on fome occafions he takes up the very wand of 
that great enchanter; and how {kilfully he can manage it, 


the following tranfmutation will fhew: 
¢ On Dove’s green brink the fair TREMELLA * ftood, 
And viewed her playful image in the flood ; 
To each rude rock, lone dell, and echoing grove, 
Sung the {weet forrows of her /ecret love.— 
«© Oh, ftay !—return!”—along the founding fhore 
Cried the fad Naiads,—fhe return’d no more !— 
Now, girt with clouds, the fullen Evening frown’d, 
And withering Eurus fwept along the ground ; 
The mifty Moon withdrew her horned light, 
And funk with Hefper in the fkirt of Night; 
No dim electric ftreams (the northern dawn) 
With meek effulgence quiver’d o’er the lawn ; 
No flar benignant fhot one tranfient ray, 
To guide or light the wanderer on her way. 
Round the dark craggs the murmuring whirlwinds blow, 
Woods groan above, and waters roar below ; 
As o’er the feeps with paufing foot fhe moves, 
The pitying Dryads fhriek amid their groves ; 





* —‘] have frequently obferved funguffes of this genus on old 
rails and on the ground, to become a tranfparent jelly, after they 
had been frozen in autumnal mornings ; which is a curious property, 
and diflinguifhes them from fome other vegetable mucilage ; for I 
have obferved that the pafte, made by boiling wheat-flour in water; 
ceafes to be adhefive after having been frozen. I fufpected that the 
Tremella zoffoc, or ftar-jelly, alfo had been thus produced ; but have 
fince been well informed, that the ‘I’remella noftoc is a mucilage 
voided by Herons after they have eaten frogs; hence it has the ap: 
pearance of having been prefled through a hole; and limbs of frogs 
are faid fometimes to be found amongft it; it is always feen upon 
plains, or by the fides of water, places which Herons generally fre- 

uent.’ 

i, may here be proper to add, from a note in a different part of 
the book (p. 166.), what the author fays of another vegetable muci- 
Jage, bird lime, made from the Bark of hollies; wiz. that * it feems 
to be a very fimilar material to the elaitic gum, or Indian rubber as 
it is called.” This intimation may probably give rife to further in- 
quiries, which will doubtlefs prove interefting to {cience, if they 
fhould not be productive of any immediate utility in arts. 

* Some of the fungufes are fo acrid, that a drop of their juice 
blifters the tongue; others intoxicate thofe who eat them. The 
Oftiachs in Siberia ufe them for the latrer purpofe ; one fungus, of the 
{pecies agaricus mufcarum, eaten raw, or the decoétion of three of 
them, produces intoxication for 12 or 16 hours.—As all acrid plants 
become lefs fo if expofed to a boiling heat, it is probable the com- 
mon mufhroom may fometimes difagree. from being not fufficiently 
fiewed. The Oftiachs blitter their fkin by a fungus found on birch 
trees, and ufe the officinal agaricus for foap.’ 


She 
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She flies,—fhe ftops,—fhe pants, —fhe looks behind, 
And hears a demon how! in every wind. 

-—As the bleak blaft unfurls her fluttering veft, 
Cold beats the fnow upon her fhuddering breatt ; 
Through her numb’d limbs the chill fenfations dart, 
And the keen ice-bolt trembles at her heart. 

«« J fink, I fall! oh, help me, help !”—the cries, 
Her ftiffening tongue the unfinifh’d found denies ; 
Tear after tear adown her cheek fucceeds, 

And pearls of ice beftrew the gliftering meads ; 
Congealing fnows her lingering feet furround, 
Arreit her flight, and root her to the ground ; 

With fuppliant arms fhe pours the filent prayer, 
Her fuppliant arms hang cryftal in the air ; 

Pellucid films her fhivering neck o’erfpread, 

Seal her mute lips, and filver o’er her head, 

Veil her pale bofom, glaze her lifted hands, 

And fhrined in ice the beauteous ftatue ftands.’— 


The reader will, by this time, have obferved, that though 
the Loves of the Plants be the ground-work of the poem, a great 
variety of collateral poetic ornaments very naturally branch out ; 
and we fhall give a fpecimen of one or two of thofe that can be 
the beft detached from the fubjects that gave rife to them— 


‘Fair Crista, - © = «- «@« «@ 
Hail’d with rude melody the new-born May; 


As cradled yet in April’s lap fhe lay. 


I. 
«* Born in yon blaze of orient fky, 
Sweet May! thy radiant form unfold ; 
Unclofe thy blue voluptuous eye, 
And wave thy fhadowy locks of gold. 


Il. 
For thee the fragrant zephyrs blow, 
For thee defcends the funny fhower; 
The rills in fofter murmurs flow, 
And brighter bloffoms gem the bower. 


ITf. 
Light Graces drefs’d in flowery wreaths 
And tiptoe Joys their hands combine ; 
And Love his {weet contagion breathes, 
And laughing dances round thy fhrine. 
FV. 
Warm with new life, the glittering throngs, 
On quivering fin, and ruftling wing, 
Delighted join their votive fongs, 
And hail thee, goddefs of the Spring.” 
The account of a medicinal plant introduces Hygeia,~—Con- 
tagion,—BENEVOLENCE,—and an Encomium on Mr, Howard, 
as juft as it is poetic : 


Z 3 ‘ From 
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* From realm to realm, with crofs or crefcent crown’d, 
Where’er Mankind and Mifery are found, 
O’er burning fands, deep waves, or wilds of fnow, 
Thy Howarp journeying feeks the houfe of woe. 
Down many a winding ftep to dungeons dank, 
Where anguith wails aloud, and fetters clank ; 
To caves beftrewed with many a mouldering bone, 
And cells, whofe echoes only learn to groan ; 
Where no kind bars a whifpering friend difclofe, 
No funbeam enters, and no zephyr blows, 
He treads, inemulous of fame or wealth, 
Profufe of toil, and prodigal of health ; 
With foft affuafive eloquence expands 
Power’s rigid heart, and opes his clenching hands ; 
Leads ftern-ey’d Juitice to the dark domains, 
If not to fever, to relax the chains; 
Or guides awaken’d Mercy through the gloom, 
And fhews the prifon, filter to the tomb !— 
Gives to her babes the felf-devoted wife, 
‘To her fond hufband liberty and life!— 
~— Difeafe and Death retire, 
And murmuring Demons hate him, and admire.’ 


The circumftance of Caffia * trufting her tawny children to 
the floods,’ and of the fruits of fome other American trees being 
conveyed by currents to the coafts of Norway, frequently in fo 
recent a ftate as to vegetate, produces, by way of fimile, a highly 
pathetic epifode of the prefervation of Mofes, in the cradle of 
Lotus leaves, on the Nile. But the poet does not ftop at the 
prefervation of the infant ;—he fketches out, in glowing colours, 
the firft great act of the adult ; 
ome ‘ majeftic from his lone abode, 

Embaffador of Heaven, the prophet trod ; 


Wrench’d the red fcourge from proud Oppression’s hands, 
And broke, curft Spavery! thy iron bands.’ 


It is not to be expeéted that the warm imagination, and the 
benevolent heart, of our philofophic poet, could quit this idea 
without fome animated touches on the prefent flavery of the 
Africans; which he concludes with an addrefs to the Britifh 
fenate : 

‘ Ye bands of Senators! whofe fuffrage fways 
Britannia’s realms,—whom either Ind obeys ;— 
Who right the injur’d, and reward the brave; 
Stretch your ftrong arm, for ye have power to fave! 
Stern Confcience - - - - - « « 

With ftill fmall voice the plots of Guitt alarms, 

Lights his dark mind, his lifted hand difarms ; 

But wrap’d in night with terrors al] his own, 

He.f{peaks in thunder when the deed is done. 

Hear him, ye Senates! hear this trath fublime, 

** HE, WHO ALLOWS OPPRESSION, SHARES THE CRIME.” 


The 
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The poem is divided into four Cantos, and between them are 
profe interludes, in the form of dialogues betwixt the poet and his 
bookfeller; in which various literary fubjeéts are critically dif- 
cuffed, and placed in a new and, we think, ajuft light; fuch as, 
the effential differerence between poetry and profe; the degree of 
analogy requilite in fimiles ; the relationfhip between poetry and 
painting ; the fuitablenefs of allegoric figures for the former, and 
their unfuitablenefs for the latter; an affinity between poetry 
and mufic, refpecting their meafure or time ; fome advantages of 
the Englith language for poetical compofition, above thofe of 
Rome or Greece, &c. &c. But we have already made fuch large 
extracts from the poem itfelf, that our limits will not admit of 
any more particular account, either of the interludes, or of the 
notes; and we fhall only add, that the notes have great merit, 
and that fcience is not lefs indebted to the philofopher, than 


claffic tafte is tothe poet. Ch, 
i 





Art. XIV. Bell’s Clafical Arrangement of Fugitive Poetry. The firit 
Three Vols. izmo. gs. fewed*., Bell. 1789. 


N our Review for Auguft 1788, we paid a juft tribute of ap- 

probation to Mr. Bell’s edition of Shakefpeare, and now we 

have before us another fpecimen of the elegant productions of 
the prefs, under his direétion. 

The plan of this new undertaking is, to give to the public a 
fele&tion of detached pieces of Englifh poetry of acknowleged 
merit, formerly printed feparately, or in prior collections ; and 
here republifhed, under a § claflical arrangement:’ a circum- 
ftance that will, probably, for the moft obvious reafons, recom- 
mend the undertaking to moft of its readers. Dodfley’s Mifcel- 
lany, and others of the kind, will, no doubt, contributce*much 
toward the accomplifhment of this defign. The three volumes 
already publifhed, which are more beautiful than bulky, con- 
tain the clafles of ‘ Ethic Epiftles,’—* Epiftles Familiar and 
Humorous,’—and ‘ Epiftles Critical and Dida@ic.’? The pe- 
riods of publication are monthly. The firft volume appeared in 
February laft, and the whole colleétion, as we gather from the 
advertifements on the covers, will be comprifed in about twenty 
volumes, at 3s. each. 

The colleétor (as far as we can venture to pronounce, from 
the volumes before us) has manifefted no deficiency of tafte, ei- 
ther in the choice of his fubje&ts, or in refpeét of the merit of 
thofe pieces that he has felected: but as ta/fe has no flandard, we 
muft leave the public to judge for themfelves on this point. 

In the rft volume (containing the Ethic Epifiles) we diftin- 
guifh Soame Jenyns’s Effay on Virtue,—Melmoth’s Poem on 
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* About 180 pages in each volume. 
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Aétive and Retired Life,e-Brown’s Epiftles to Lord Lonfdale, 
on Honour,—Hor. Walpole’s Lines from Florence,—Dalton’s 
Epiftle to Lord Beauchamp,—Nugent’s ditto to Lord Corn- 
bury,—with feveral other pieces by the fame ingenious writer, 
Befide the above, we have Poems by Mr. Ed. Rolle, Paul White- 
head, Lord Hervey, Lord Melcombe, Dr. Sneyd Davies, Dr, 
T. Taylor, and a fmall poetic epiftle from the K. of Pruffiato 
Voltaire, with a tranflation by our old friend Gil. Cooper. 

Vol. II. which contains the Epi/tles Familiar and Humarous, 
affords us Soame Jenyns to Lord Lovelace,—Lady Mary W. 
Montague to Lord Bathurft,—Dr. Dalton to the Countefs of 
Hertford,—Green’s famous Poem on the Spleen; and many 
{maller pieces by Lords Melcombe and Chefterfield, Mr. Ifaac 
Hawkins Brown, Mr. Keate, Drs. Hoadley, Lifle, &c. &c, 

In Vol. III. [Epiftles Critical and Didaétic] we have Parnel on 
the Different Styles of Poetry,——Whitehead’s Danger of Writ- 
ing Verfe,—Dalacourt’s Profpect of Poetry,—Lord Melcombe 
to Mr. R. Bentley, —Webfter’s Epiftle to Acdifon on the Stage, 
—Lloyd’s Aétor,—and Hor. Walpole’s ‘ Beauties ;” with other 
pieces, by Meff. Rolle, Harte, Spence, &c. &c. 

To each volume, the editor has added, by way of appendix, 
notes, anecdotes, and remarks critical and explanatory, relative 
to the feveral poems and their authors; which additions cannot 
fail of proving very acceptable to many readers, efpecially to 
thofe who are not poflefled of the modern biographical collec- 


tions. a. 
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ARREAR ACCOUNT OF Law-Booxs, No. II. 
(See Rev. March, p. 245.) 


Art. XV. 4 Syftem of Law of Marine Infurances; with three Chap- 
ters on Bottomry, on Infurances on Lives, and on Infurances 
againft Fire. By James Allan Park, Efg. of Lincoln’s Inn, Bar- 
rifter at Law. 8vo. 640 Pages. 10s. 6d. Boards. Whieldon. 
1787. 

N the preface to this work, the author cites a paflage from 
Blackftone’s Commentaries, in which that elegant and ju- 
dicious writer obferves, that ** the learning relating to marine 
infurances has, of late years, been greatly improved by a feries 
of judicial decifions, which have now eftablifhed the law in fuch 

a variety of cafes, that (if well and judicioufly colleéted) they 

would form a very complete title in a code of commercial jurif- 

prudence.” Urged by thefe motives, Mr. Park informs us, 
he was induced to undertake the work which he now prefents to 
the public. 


His 
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His introduQory difcourfe contains a fuccinct, but pointed, 
hiftorical dedudtion of the practice and law of infurance, which 
he defines to be a * contraét by which the infuror undertakes, in 
confideration of a premium equivalent to the hazard run, to in- 
demnify the perfon infured, againft perils or loffes, or againft 
fome particular event.” He obferves, that the utility of this 
fpecies of contract is obvious, as it gives fecurity to the fortunes 
of private people ; and, by dividing among many that lofs which 
would ruin an individual, makes it fal] eafy and light on the 
whole fociety. He inquires into the origin of it ; andg after 
difcuffing, at fome length, the facts which are gencrally adduced 
to prove that the law of infurance obtained a place in moft of the 
ancient codes of jurifprudence, he concludes, that infurances 
were in thofe days wholly unknown *; or that, if they were 
known, the fmalleft proofs of the exiftence of fuch a cuftom have 
not come down to the prefent times ; an opinion which, he fays, 
is exprefsly maintained both by Grotius and Bynkerfhoek. 
He fuppofes the Lombards were the firft inventors of this kind 
of contraét; and, he fays, it is agreed, that, if they were not the 
inventors, they were at leaft the firft who brought the contra& 
of infurance to perfection, and who introduced it to the world. 

He then adverts to the different maritime codes. In our 
Ixxivth vol. page 563, we noticed Mr. Schomberg’s excellent 
treatife on the Maritime Laws of Rhodes, Of the Amalfitan 
Code, the Confolato del Mare, the Laws of Oleron, and the 
Laws of Wifbuy, Mr. Park gives the following account: 

‘ To the people of Amalf, we are indebted, as well for the firft code 
of modern fea-laws, as for the invention of the compafs. We learn 
from Anderfon, tnat the city of Amalfi, fo long ago as the year 1020, 
was fo famous for its merchants and fhips, that its inhabitants at 
that time obtained from the caliph of Egypt, a fafe condutt to enable 
them to trade freely in all his dominions; and they alfo received 
from him feveral other diftinguifhed privileges. It was towards the 
clofe of that century, that they promulgated their fyftem of marine 
law, which, from the place of its compilation, received the deno- 
mination of Yabula Amalfitana: this table fuperfeded, in a great 
meafure, the ancient us Rhodianum, and its authority was acknow- 
ledged by all the ftates of Italy for fome centuries. But as trade in- 
creafed very rapidly in other cities on the coaft of the Mediterranean 
fea, they became unwilling to receive laws from a neighbouring iftate, 
which they now equalled, if not furpaffed,-in the e.tent of their 
naval eftablifhments: every one, therefore, began to erect a tribunal, 
in order to decide al! controverted points according to laws peculiar 
to itfelf; but itil referring, in matters of higher moment, to the 
former rule of aétion, the Amalfitan code. From fuch a variety of 
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* See the opinion of M. de Pauw on this head, p. 630 of our laft 
Appendix. 
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laws, as muft neceflarily be the confequence of each of the /talian Rates 
becoming its own legiflator, fo much diforder and confufion arofe, that 
eneral convenience at laft compelled them to do that, which jealoufy 
of each other’s power and growing commerce would for ever have 
prevented them from effecting; and, ata general aflembly, it was 
agreed to digeit the laws of all the feparate communities into one 
body. Every regulation, therefore, which was thought to be founded 
in juitice, either in the laws of Mar/eilles, Pifa, Genoa, Venice, or Bar- 
celona, was collefed into one mafs, and publifhed in the 14th ceatury, 
under the title of Con/olato del Mare :?‘ it is a work of confiderable 
merit§ the decifions it contains are founded on the laws of nations; 
it has been received, and allowed to have the force of law, in every 
part of Jtaly; and itis the fource from whence the people of th ¢ 
country, as well:as thofe of Spain and France, have been {aid to de- 
rive many of their bef marine regulations. 
¢ About the year 1194, Richard the Firft, king of Exg/and, on his 
return from his wild expedition to the Holy Land, having ttaid to re- 
ofe himfelf for fome time at the ifle of Oleron,in the Bay of Bi/cay, an 
ifland which he inherited in right of his mother, whofe portion it was 
in marriage with his father Henry the Second, gave orders for the 
compilation of a maritime code:’—the regulations made in purfuance 
of thefe orders are called the Laws of Oleron: ‘ they were fo much 
efteemed, that they have been the model on which a!l modern fea- 
Jaws have been founded; and two diftinguifhed nations have con- 
tended for the honour of their production ;—France, jealous of the 
luftre which the Eng/ifo jultly derive from the production of this 
code, with much anxiety claims this honour to herfelf, and very 
diftinguifhed authors have ftood forth the champions of her claim; 
the fubftance of their arguments is, that E/eanor, wife of Henry Il. 
king of England, and dutchefs of Guyenne, returning from the Holy 
Land, and having feen the beneficial effects of the Con/olato del Mare, 
ordered the firfl draughts of the judgments or laws of Oleron to be 
made ; that her fon, Richard the Firft, returning from the fame expe- 
dition, enlarged and improved what his mother had begun; that they 
were certainly intended for the ufe of the French merely, becaule they 
are written in the old Gafcon French, without any mixture of the 
Norman or Englifh \angoages ; that they conftantly refer, for examples 
of voyages, to Bourdeaux, St. Malo, and other fea ports in France; 
never to the Thames, or to any port of England or Ireland; and that 
they were made by a duchefs and duke ot Guyenne, tor Guyenne, and 
not for their kingdom of Exgland. One of thefe learned writers adds 
a reafon, which he thinks very conclufive, to prove that thefe laws 
were of French extraciion, namely, that, from their firft appearance, 
their decifions have been treated with extreme refpect in the courts 
of France. 
‘ But while we pay due refpe& and veneration to thofe maritime 
regulations, which diltinguifhed the Southern and Weffern parts of 
Europe, it would be improper filently to pafs over the laws, which 
were ordained by an induitrious and refpectable body of people who 
inhabited the city of Wifbuy, famous for its commerce, and renowned 
on the fhores of the Baltic. The merchants of this city carried on fo 


extenfive a trade, and gave themfelves up fo entirely to commerce, 
that 
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that they muft doubtlefs have found a great inconvenience in having 
no maritime code, to which they could refer to decide their difputes. 
To fuch a caufe we are probably indebted for thofe laws and marine 


ordinances which bear the name of Wifbuy, which were received by 
the Swedes, at the time they were compofed, as a juft and equitable 
rule of aétion; and which were long refpected (and, for aught I 
know, are to this day obferved) by the Germans, Swedes, Danes, and 
by all the northern nations; although the city in which they re- 
ceived their origin has long dwindled into infignificancy and con- 
tempt.’ 

After this, the author judicioufly obferves, that it would be im- 
proper for him entirely to pafs over the French nation, the mae 
ritime ftrength of which has of late years confiderably increafed ; 
and whofe writers, on commercial affairs, would refleét honour 
on any country. After ftating, fhortly, the fuccefsful labours 
of Colbert, to reftore the navy and commerce of France, he 
fays; * That minifter completed all his fervices, by the publi- 
cation of that excellent body of fea-laws, known by the name of 
the ordinances of Lewis the XIVth, which comprehend every 
thing relating to naval or commercial jurifprudence ; it had the 

ood fortune to meet with an able commentator in Valin.’ But 

of all the fources from which modern French legiflators could 
derive the moft effential information, the famous treatife called 
“Le Guidon” was the chief: this tract * was publifhed by 
Cleirac, who pays a due compliment to its merits, in his work 
upon the ufages and cuftoms of the fea; and although in its ftyle 
it certainly favours of the ruft of antiquity, yet it contains the 
true principles of naval jurifprudence.’” Mr. Park then notices, 
in terms of great commendation, the treatifes on Infurance, of 
M. Pothier and M. Emerigon. 

The moft ancient cafe on Infurances, which the author has 
been able to difcover in our law, is of fo late a date as the 30th and 
gift of Elizabeth. The nature of the cafe clearly fhews, that this 
kind of contraét could then have been but little known : but, in 
this reign, the legiflature began to think the regulation of matters 
of affurance, an obje& worthy their moft ferious attention. Mr. 
Park informs us, that, in the 43d year of this reign, a ftatute 
was pafled, the purpofe of which was, to erect a particular court 
for the trial of caufes relative to the policies of infurance, in a 
fummary way; for which the ftatute ordained, that a commiffion 
fhould iffue yearly, direéted to the judge of the admiralty, the 
recorder of London, two doétors of the civil law, two common 
lawyers, and eight merchants, empowering any five of them to 
hear and determine all fuch caufes arifing in London; and it alfo 
gave an appeal from their decifion, by way of bill, to the court of 
chancery: but the court fell into difufe. 

* This (fays Mr. Park) is, perhaps, one of the ftrongeft arguments 


that can be adduced to prove, that fuch a judicature is not congenial 
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to the fpirit and difpofition of Britons, nor well adapted for the pur- 
pofes of its inftitution. It 1s univerfally agreed by all writers upon 
jurifprudence, that nothing tends fo much to the elucidation of truth, 
and the deteétion of fraud, as the open viva voce examination of 
witneffes, in the prefence of all mankind, before judges who, from 
their knowledge of books and men, acquired by long ftudy and ex- 
perience, are well qualified to difcriminate and decide between right 
and wrong ; and before twelve upright citizens, who have an oppor- 
tunity of obferving the appearance, countenance, inclination, and 
deportment, of thofe who are thus examined upon oath. Befides, 
the fubjects of thofe ftates which have eftablifhed thefe equitable tri- 
bunals, fenfible of the fuperior advantages of the Engli/> inftitution; 
feeling that, in great mercantile queftions, the greateft attention is 
paid to the eternal and immutable principles of reafon ; and that all 
men, whether natives or foreigners, here meet with an equal mea- 
{ure in the adminiftration of juttice, fly to this country to make their 
contraéts of infurance, that, in cafe of difpute, they may have the 
benefit of the jaws. Did it fall within the compafs of this inquiry, 
I could relate many cafes, of the truth of which I have not the {mall- 
eft reafon,to doubt, which would ferve to fhew the idea entertained 
by foreigners of our mercantile jurifprudence, and the high repute 
and eftimation in which our judges are juftly held by the £z- 
ropean nations.’ 

After this very mafterly introduction, the work itfelf im- 
mediately follows. Under the article J//egal Voyages, the author 
difcufles two very important queftions—the legality of trading 
with an enemy—and the legality of infuring an enemy’s pro- 
perty, in time of actual war: the latter queftion is alfo difcufled 
in the firft chapter of the work. The different arguments on 
thefe queftions are ftated by Mr. Park, with force and perfpicuity; 
he concludes by obferving that— 

‘ However impolitic the meafure may be, general trading with an - 
enemy, for the mutual benefit of both countries, feems by no means 
to have been declared to be contrary to law; and infurances of an 
enemy’s property certainly are not; but infurances upon a voyage 
generally prohibited, fuch as to an enemy’s garrifon, or upon a 
voyage directly contrary to an exprefs act of parliament, or to royal 
proclamation in time of war, are abfolutely null and void.’ 

We are forry that the limits of our work oblige us here to 
finifh our review of this important and inftru€tive book, The 
paflages which we have cited from it will convince the reader 
of the judgment and perfpicuity with which it is written: in 
every part of it he will find equal marks of ability and induftry ; 
and, we make no doubt, but he will join with us. in hoping, 
that, as the author has fo fuccefsfully begun, he will profecute 
his inquiry on commercial fubjects, till he has prefented to 
the public that great defideratum of Englifh law, a complete 
{yftem of commercial jurifprudence, 

> For fundry other Law-books, fee our Catalogue for the pre 


fent month. Alfo the article next enfuing. B ut 
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Art. XVI. 4 candid Review of the Faéts in the Litigation betaveen 
Peter Barfoot, E/g. and Richard Bargus and others, with the Bi- 
fhop of Winchefter, concerning the Right of Fareham Quay; de- 
cided by the final Award of Robert Pope Blachford, Efq. of Of- 
borne in the Ifle of Wight. 8vo. pp.200. 4s. Boards. Green 
and Co. 1788. 


T is an advantage of no {mall importance in the proceedings 
of the courts of law, that decifions by a jury, if they do not 
afford complete fatisfaétion to both parties, are feldom the fub- 
jects of appeal to the public on the fcore of injuflice or partiality. 
Of determinations by arbitration, a mode fometimes recommend- 
ed in preference, fo much cannot be faid ; and the prefent work 
js an inftance of the truth of our obfervation. In widening the 
road at the town of Fareham, the commiffioners of the turn- 
pike are here charged with taking in fome of the land of Mr, 
Barfoot, without giving him any fatisfaction. After fome ne- 
sociations, that gentleman had recourfe to Jaw for redrefs; and 
the judge before whom the matter in difpute was brought, un- 
willing that, by the event of a verdiét, the public fhould lofe 
the benefit of the road, and defirous at the fame time that right 
{hould be done to all parties, recommended the matter in dif- 
pute to be referred to a gentleman whofe character, it is but 
juftice to remark, fome of the witnefles teftified on oath, ftood 
fo high in the county of Southampton, that they did not believe 
him capable of prejudice or partiality ; but whofe award is here 
examined by the lofing party with great freedom, and cenfured 
with much afperity. To the public at large, the circumftances 
of this narrative will not be very interefting. The author’s 
fentiments, however, on the value of trials by jury, are manly, 
and worthy of an Englifhman; and, therefore, we think they 
ought to be univerfally known. 

‘ The following cafe [he fays] fhews the danger of fubmitting 
the decifion of hereditary right to the whim or caprice of any one 
perfon, however high in public efteem, or deep in ability. The 
legiflature have wifely provided againft this evil by the eftablifhment 
of juries; and I am convinced, that whoever feeks redrefs in a 
more {ummary way, is not only an enemy to himfelf, but to the 
community at large, by encouraging a mode, not very confiftent 
with the fpirit of our laws, and in many cafes produttive of frefh ani- 
mofity and litigation. 

‘ Were it poffible to derive impartial juftice from the breaft of 
one man, a verdict might with much more facility pafs from the 
judge, who has greatly the fuperiority of a jury in point of legal 
knowlege. But experience convinces us, that ftrict impartiality is 
not an ingredient of the human heart. Few men exift who are not 
the dupes of fome partial bias, which ftimulates their aétions, and 
blinds their judgment. By this they form a favourite opinion of 


their own, and ftedfaitly adhere to it, in fpite of reafon, of argument, 
or of facts, 
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¢ But when a matter is left to the determination of twelve indif. 
ferent perfons, this local prejudice lofes its effect. The caprice of 
one private opinion is balanced by that of another. Each man feels 
a difidence of his own difcernment; he dreads the fhame of being 
deteéted in a partial defign, and readily embraces that one, uniform, 
deliberate opinion, which refults from the evidence immediately be- 
fore them, and forms the pureft and mott impartial adjudication that 
any human fyftems have yet been able to produce. 

‘ Reference to a fole arbitrator is precifely the fame as trying a 
caufe without a jury, and if the number of arbitrators be increafed to 
three or five, the objection ftill remains, fince one perfon eventually 
determines for the whole. ‘To convince the public of the danger of 
trufting to arbitrations under any form, and to recommend them, upon 
every arduous occafion, to abide the iflue of a trial by their peers, is 


the object of the prefent publication.’ Re — : 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For APRIL, 1789. 


NEGRO-SLAVERY. 


Art. 17. 4 foort Effay on the Subje& of Negroe-Slavery, with a parti- 
cular Reference to the Ifland of Barbadoes. By the Rev. H.E, 
Holder, of that Place. 8vo. pp. 45. 1s. Dilly. 1788. 


ESTIMONIES relative to this interefting and much contra- 
I "verted fubject, on either fide of the great and leading queftion, 
delivered by perfons who draw their conclufions from experience, 
are entitled to our particular attention ;—and {uch is the information 
communicated by the author of this moderate and judicious effay. 
Mr. H. fets out with a general difcuflion of the nature and lawful- 
nefs of flavery; and he appeals to Scripture for proof that ¢ it is one 
of thofe gradations of rank and condition which God has been 
pleafed to eftablith in this world.’ He then proceeds to fhew that 
the Negroes are actually flaves in their own country; and that their 
condition, in general, is not changed for the worfe by their removal 
to the Weft Indies, &c. Hence, and from the importance of thofe 
iflands to this country, he infers that the flave-trade fhould be to- 
lerated ; but he would have it carried on under certain limitations 
and reftri€tions, calculated for the accommodation of the flaves, in 
their paflage from Africa. He next confiders the condition and 
treatment of the poor ‘ emigrants,’ after their arrival in the Weft In- 
dies; and he informs us, that within the laft 20 years, they experi- 
ence much more humanity and tendernefs than was generally the 
cafe in preceding times : efpecially in Barbadoes, where the author 
was an eye-witnefs of their general treatment.—And, as much has 
been faid in regard to the Chriftian converfion of the Blacks, Mr. H. 
offers fome judicious remarks on this difficult and delicate topic. He 
feems almoft to defpair of any confiderable progrefs being made in 
that refpect; but he would however try every proper means; and 
among others, he recommends Sunday /chools, as being likely to work 
fome 
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fome gradual and beneficial effec&t.—His laft chapter treats on the 
manumifion of the Negroe flaves ; a meafure which he feems to con- 
fider as vifionary, and impracticable; or, if attempted, as of ruinous 
tendency, both to the Blacks and to their mafters ; and totally fub- 
verfive of our vaft intereft in the {ugar colonies, &c.—For particulars, 


we muft refer to the pamphlet. 


Art. 18. Letters on Slavery, by William Dickfon, formerly private 
Secretary to the late Hon. Ed. Hay, Governor of Barbadoes. 8vo. 
3s. 6d. Boards. Philips, &c. 1789. 

Mr. Dickfon is a ftrenuous advocate for the gradual abolition of 
the African flave-trade. Indeed, he is an enemy to flavery, ‘ both 
in its confummately abfurd principle, and in its too general practice ;’ 
he pleads ftrongly for the natural equality of mankind ; and he ear- 
neftly contends that the capacities of the Africans are by no means in- 
ferior to thofe of the Europeans. On this point, he feems to fpeak 
much from obfervation and experience ; and he recites various in- 
ftances of the virtues of the Negroes, as well as of their abilities. In 
fhort, he feems to have been fo thoroughly convinced of their natu. 
ral and indefeafible claim to the common privileges of mankind, and 
of the wickednefs, injuftice, and cruelty of our depriving them of 
thofe natural rights, that he declares, for his own part, that when he 
had it in his power, during his refidence in Barbadoes, he ‘ never did 
enflave, or contribute to enflave, a fellow-creature.’—This, we con- 
ceive, muft have been a rare inftance of confcientious adherence to 
PRINCIPLE, On this fubje@, and in that part of the world; and it 
muft be admitted as a proof of his fincerity, when he urges, as he 
warmly does, the laudable motives of humanity and benevolence, in 
our condu& toward our fellow-creatures, of whatever country, or 
of whatever colour. 

The ufual arguments in favour of the Weft Indian Negroe-flavery 
are here brought under confideration ; and the fentiments of Mefirs. 
Ramfay, Clarkfon, and other writers on the fubject, are appealed to, in 
aid of our author’s fentiments. ‘The principal publications on the 
other fide of the queftion are likewife, occafionally, alluded to; and 
there is every appearance of candour and fairnefs in Mr. Dickfon’s 
manner of difcuffing the feveral points of argument that fall under 
his confideration.—But the moft valuable parts of his performance 
are thofe which come recommended to us under the fanétion of his 
own perfonal knowlege of facts ; particularly with refpec to the pre- 
fent ftate of flavery in the ifland of Barbadoes, which, allowing for 
fome local difference in circumflances, may, we imagine, be con- 
fidered as a fair {pecimen, with refpeéct to the ftate of flavery in the 
Wek Indies, in general. 


PoLITICAL. 


Art.19. Free Thoughts on his Majefty’s Recovery, and Refumption of 
the Royal Powers. 8vo. pp. 54. 1s. 6d. Kearfley. 

The author, who will be ftyled, by people who think not as he 

thinks, a political croaker, apprehends great danger from what he 

terms, the premature refumption and exercife of the royal powers. 


He talks much of what may happen: of relapfes, of his Majetty’s . 
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going abroad ; and of evils which, we truft, are not likely to befal us. 
He feems to dread the ambition and influence of Mr. Pitt.—Speak- 
ing of the late abortive Regency Bill, he prophecies that it would 
have proved, had it taken place, ‘ the moft infamous precedent that 
ever difgraced the parliamentary records :’ alluding, we prefume, to 
the reffridions of the intended Regent.— But, however doleful and ill 
boding may be the train of thinking into which the author has 
fallen, he writes well; and does not appear to us merely in the light 
of a partizan of Oppofition ; we would rather give him credit for in- 
tentions truly patriotic; and we cannot refufe our teftimony to his 
political abilities. 


Art. 20. The Death and Dife@ion, Funeral Proceffion and Will of 
Mrs. Recency. With a Variety of New Characters, Burlefque 
Dirges, &c. &c. 8vo. pp. 55. 1s. 6d. Walter, Piccadilly, 
&c. 1789. 

A laugh at ‘*‘ the Party,” on account of their difappointment, in 
confequence of his Majeity’s recovery, and the mifcarriage of the 
Regency Bill. There is a good fhare of wit and fatire in this whimfi- 
cal medley of jocular verfe and profe. 


Art. 21. Political Reformation, on a large Scale: or a Plan of an 
Hoafe of Commons. Being Plan the Firft, of a Series of Plans, 
comprehending a bleft Syftem of virtuous Policy, founded on the 
natpral and Chriftian Principles of univerfal Equity, Benevolence, 
and Liberty. With an Addrefs to the People ; containing Argu- 
ments in fupport of the Plan, and recommending the Ettablith- 
ment of Parochial Affociations, forming a National Convention 
for the Purpofe of carrying it into Execution. ‘To the whole is 
fubjoined a Word of Poftfcript refpecting Ireland. By Francis 
Stone, M. A. F. S. A. Reétor of Cold-Norton, Effex. 8vo. 
pp. 76. 2s. Kearfley. 1789. 

Following up the ideas of Major Cartwright, Sir William Jones, 
and other patriotic affertors of liberty, the prefent reformer ftands 
forth, the zealous advocate for annual parliaments, and the natural 
rights of reprefentation, election, &c. &c. and he ftands forth at 
this time becaufe (though he thinks no feafon improper for the great 
work of purifying our political conftitution) he has fome expectation 
that the premature death of a feptennial parliament is not very dif- 
tant. 

His propofal confifts of twenty-one articles, of which we fhall fe- 
ject the firft, fecond, fourth, eighth, ninth, eleventh, and thirteenth, as 
jufficient to give our readers a general idea of the grand outline of 
his plan. 

1. * Let not men, who hold offices or emoluments, civil or judicial, 
mediately or immediately, from the crown, be at the fame time 
members of the Houfe of Commons; and let every member ceafe 
to besfuch, on his acceptance of fuch office or emolument, and be 
te incapable of re-election into the faid houfe, as long as he 

olds it. 

z. * Let all men of 18 years of age, and upwards, Romanilts, men 
of every denomination of religion, and as well aliens as natives, be 
iaveled with the exercife of their natural right of fuffrage at the 

eleCtion 
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eletion of members of the Houfe of Commons, thofe who hold 
ofices or emoluments, civil or judicial, mediately or immediately, 
from the crown excepted. 

. © Let the kingdom be diftributed by a county divifon, into 558 
diftricts, the amount of the members of the Houte of Commons ; 
each diftriét comprifing as equal a number of electors as poflible— 
each elector having but one vote, and each diftrict choofing but one 
reprefentative. 

8.-* Let the eleétion of the members of the Houfe of Commons be 
annual, or holden once in every year, and oftener, if need be. 

9. * Let the members of the Houfe of Commons be entitled to re- 
ceive a guinea per day each, from the conftituents of their refpective 
dillri€ts, to defray the expences of their perfonal attendance on their 
legiflative duty. 

11. * Let noman be permitted to offer himfelf a candidate to repre- 
fent a diltriét in the Houfe of Commons; let the nomination of can- 
didates by the electors, and the practice of canvafling the eleCtors for 
their votes, both in perfon and by agency, be altogether abolithed ; 
and let the man who fhall be convi¢ied of canvafling, or influencing, 
in perfon or by agency, the electors in their votes, by threats, intrea- 
ties, promifes, or bribes, incur the penalty of the forfeiture of his 
rights of election and reprefentation, for one year in the firft inftance 
ot tranfereflion, for three years in the fecond, for fix years in the 
third, and fo on in a trinal arithmetic progreffion to perpetuity. 

13. ‘ Let the general annual election be holden, in the 558 diftricts 
of Britain, on fome ftated day in July; commence at fun-rife, and 
be finally clofed at fun-fet of the fame day.’ 

Our author has.a diftin&, explanatory chapter, confifting of ar- 
guments and reflections on the fubject of each article; fhewing the 
conftitutional ground of each point of regulation, and obviating ob- 
jections, &c. 

On this moft important fubje&t, he writes with great earneftnefs 
and energy ; but, fometimes, perhaps, with rather too great an ap- 
pearance of heat, and too much in the ftrain of a declaimer, We 
would not exclude all fpirit and animation from propofals of this 
kind, addrefied to the public; but would not cool reafoning, aided 
by a thorouch knowlege of the world as ave find it, be more gene- 
rally attended with conviétion and fuccefs?—Mr. Stone is, however, 
himfelf fo thoroughly convinced of the utility, importance, and ne- 
ceflity of his plan, or fome other of a fimilar kind, that he urges his 
propofed refurmation in a tone of authority, and with expreflions of 
zeal, which cannot fail of imprefling the mind of every public fpi- 
rited reader: and we fcraple not to add, that, in our opinion, his 
work merits the ferious attention of the public. , 

his pofifeript, relating to Ireland, is founded on the news-paper 
accounts of a bill being brought into the Irifh Houfe of Commons, 
for theexclufion of placemen and penfioners from their branch of the 
legiflature ; which, he doubts not, will be carried through both 
houfes of their parliament, by incorrupt, independent majorities. — 
Siruck with this patriotic idea, he thus warm!y apoftrophifes his 
brethren of Great Uritain: 

Rev. April, 1789. Aa ‘ Bluh, 
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‘ Bluth, then, my countrymen! at the fact of your fifter Ireland 
Outfripping you in this neceffary point of radical parliamentary re- 
form. But if, what J am unwilling to fuppofe, deaf to the moni- 
tory voice of your affectionate addrefler, you be funk, pat roufing, 
in a torpid political lethargy, I mean not to become an eye-witrefs 
of the flavith confequences of your fpirit of drowiinefs, but to en. 
deavour to break the chain which holds me to my native foil, and 
feek an afylum in that ifland which juilly glories in thofe truly-pa- 
triotic heroes, Mefirs. Grattan, Corry, and Forbes, Leinfter’s duke, 
and ‘Charlemont’s earl, and their worthy colleagues. 

‘ There at leaft I may hope that the preceding plan, and other 
plans which I have in petto for the univerfal benefit of mankind, 
will meet a cordial welcome and adoption, and their author, with 
his wife and young family, an hofpitable reception and friendly efta- 
blifhment.’ 

If ourauthor has no other reafon for removing, with his family, 
into Ireland, than that which he has expreffed in the foregoing 
quotation, there feems to be no prefent occafion for old England to 
fear the lofs of this zealous defender of her liberties ; for we now 
Jearn that the Irth penfion-bill was loft in the Hou/e of Lords of that 
kingdom. 


Art. 22. 4a Anfwer to the ** Country Gentleman’s Letters to a 
Member of Parliament ;” with a Review of the Characters of the 
Dukes of Norfolk, Portland, and Northumberland ;. the Houfes 
of Devonfhire end Roflel; Lords ‘Thurlow, Camden, Lough- 
borough, Kenyon, and North; to which are added, thofe of 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Sheridan; Dukes of 
Richmond and Leeds, and the Marquis of Luckingham ; Lords 
Chatham, Sydney, and Hawkeibury; Sir George Yonge, and 
Mr. Dundas. 8vo. pp. 80. 2s. Kearfley 
The Letter from a Country Geatleman, &c. was noticed in our Ree 

view for February. We thought ic a pamphlet of confiderable 

merit and confequence, and in the fame light it muft have appeared 
to the writer of thefe ftri¢tures upon it; for otherwife he certainly 
would not have entered fo ferioufly into a controver{fy with the author, 

Serious, indeed, and /pirited, is the attack of this opponent to the 

Country Gentleman ; and fkilfully does he handle his weapons. 

In brief, the matters are we}] matched, and 
«© When Greek meets Greek, then comes the tug of war.’? 


The anfwerer is no lefs zealous, as the champion of the oppofi- 
tion party, than was the country Jetrer-writer, as an advocate on 
the minitierial fide of the queition ; but he does not exprefs himfelf 
with all that appearance of moderation and candour which his anta- 
gonift fo well knows how, occafionally, to a/ume, if he does not actu- 
ally poffe/s thofe qualities, fo rarely feen in controverfial writings. ‘ihe 
author now before us too frequently finks into a ftrain of virulence 


and perfonal acrimony; and even in his Addrefs to the King, which 


concludes the prefent performance, his freedom feems to carry him 
rather too near the borders of familiarity, particularly in p. 75s 
where we obferved an expreffion or two, which, with all due de- 
ference, we would advife him to reconfider, in his next edition. 
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Art. 23. 4 retro/pefive View of the late political Emergency ; with 
Remarks on the Condu& of the principal Manegers, both 
in and out of Office. In a Letter addrefled to the Right. Hon. 
C. J. Fox, &c. 8vo. pp. 23. 6d. Bourne. 

Under the character of a mere Tyro in conficutional learning, 
the writer pleafantly rallies Meff. Fox, Burke, Sheridan, &c. He 
affects to be puzzied by the ambiguity of pee lately manifelted 
by fome politica! chiefs: for, fays he,.if Whig and Vory are titles 
alternately interchangeable, and there 1s no determinate principle of 

action to characterize the difference of profeffion, but the ome is the 
other, as cccafion requires, how is it poflible to know a real Whig 
from a real Tory ??——<Anfwer, ‘* By their fruits ye fhall know 
them.” 


Art. 24. Yhe Royal Interview: a Fragment. By the Author of a 
Letter from a Count ry Gentleman to a Member of Parliament. 
8vo. 2s. pp. 61. Walter, Piccadilly. 1789. 

In this we!l-imagined conference, the weight of argument is all 
thrown into the regal fcale. “fhe King, with great dignity, energy, 
and propriety of expreilion, expott ulates with the Heir Apparent, on 
account of his party connections, and his queitionable condu& dur- 
ing his royal father’s late dangerous indiips fition: not forgetting 
fome other indifereri ons, with watch te has been charged. The re- 


plies of his R. H. defence of hi nfelf, are but feeb le efforte; and, 

in fhort it hapoens + iS, as. in mott arguinentative dialogues on 
? ? 

paper, the victory is pre-determt: ned : aman of itraw Js fet up, mere- 

ly to be run thro: gh and through at pleafure.—But, whatever poli- 

tical bias may + 'mputed to the author, by thofe who dilfer from 


him in their fen timents, on the points here debated, the candid and 

judicious, of all parties, mult, we chit ik, acknowleve that he has, in 

this per inane, as in his Letter from a Country Gentleman *, proved 
himfeif an able politician, and a good writer. 

Art. 25. Stricures on the late Remova al of Two Noble Perfonages from 
their refie@ive Employments: with an Appe ndix, contaming a 
Speech made by Join Duke of Arzyle, in the feventh Seffion of 
the fir Parliament of George If. in oppofiuon to a Motion for 
an Addrefs, praying to know who had advifed the “pean s of 
the Duke of Boltou and the Lord Vifcount Cobham from their 
refpeCtive Regiments. Svo. pp. 28. is. Walter, Piccadilly. 
1789. 

A fenfible vindication, if any vindication was neceffary, of the 
late exercife of the ro yal prerogative in the removals ailuded to ia 
the title-page, and in tne tullowing very concile defcription: * The 
one was i. an office whoie duties would pe perfect. y cor vey ed by 
giving it the denomination of the place of ttate-foorman 3 the other 
was colonel of that regiment, which, from its being par icolarly em- 
ployed i in the defence of the royal perfon, is emphatica ly ityled the 
regiment of !ife guards’ Now, continues the author, ‘what man 
would chufe for his fuotman or his guard, thofe wo, upon his bein 
feized with a temporary ders .ogement of inteilet, feemed more 





see Review for Fedruary, p. 175. 
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anxious to put his fon in poffeffion of all his property than to pro- 
vide for the fafety of his perfon, and the reftoration, in due time, of 
his eftate and rights?’ This requires no comment. 


Art. 26. An Anfwer to M. De Lolme’s Ob/fervations on the late Na- 
tional Embarrafment. By Neptune. 8vo. pp. 44. Is. 6d. 
Stockdale. 

‘The trident of Neptune, we perceive, is not to be confidered 
merely as an enfign of authority, but is alfo to be regarded as a 
weapon, offenfive and defenfive ; and avery formidable weapon too, 
we fuppofe, it will be thought by Mr. de Lolme; who may nor, 

erhaps, foon recover from the confequences of the fevere chaftife- 
ment that he has received from it, on account of the part which 
he unfortunately took in the late difputes concerning the regency : 
fee Rev. for laft month, Art. 53, of the Catalegue, 


Art. 27. A Letter to the People of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 
expected Addrefles to his Majefty, on his Recovery. To which 
are added fome mew Remarks on the Regency Bill. By a Gen- 
tleman. 8vo. pp. 32. 1s. 6d. Kearfley. 

The author appears to have been extremely folicitous, * that 
his countrymen fhould not, in their congratulations to their fove- 
reign, afford the remoteft idea of their approbation of thofe limita- 
tions, which convey fo direct an infinuation on the charatter of his 
Royal Highnefs, or give the flighteit fanCtion to thofe meafures fo 
injurious to his patriotic inclinations, and which can only be jutti- 
fied by the unjult fuppofition of his ever having been deferving of 
them.’ 


REPEAL of the Test ACT. 


Art. 28. A Letter to the Bifbops, on the Application of the Proteftant 
Diffenters, to Parliament, for a Repeal of the Corporation and 
Teft Acts. Including Striftures on fome Paffages in the Bifhop 
of Gloucefter’s Sermon on Jan. 30, 1788. 8vo. pp. 45. 13 
Johnfon. 1789. 

This fenfible and manly addrefs to the Right Rev. Bench is writ- 
ten with a truly liberal and catholic fpirit ; it is refpectful, but not 
fawning. The author feems really concerned for the honour of the 
facred college.—Speaking of the Corinthians’ abufe of the Lord’s 
fupper, he adds, 

‘ There was not, my Lords, a circumftance cenfurable in their 
conduct, which hath not its counterpart in ¢4is application of the 
Lord’s fupper, as a te/f?. The Corinthians did not diftinguifh be- 
tween the Lord’s fupper and a common banquet: the teft law 
placeth it on a footing with any civil ceremonial, by which men 
are invefted with any fecular office. They, through their mifappre- 
henfions of its nature, converted it into an occafion of diforder and 
intemperance: the ¢e/? Jaw makes it fubfervient to the purpofes of 
avarice and ambition, Tey, at the fealt of love, gave way to 
{chifms, ftrife, and debate: the ¢e/ Jazv makes the bond of love the 
inftrument of partial diftinctions; turning it into a political tool, 
and an engine of ftate. How fimilar is the guilt! fimilar in na- 
ture, but not, I conceive, ind ggree.’ 

11 A The 
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The author’s ftri€tures on the Bifhop of Gloucefter’s fermon are 
free and fpirited, but in no refpeét illiberal. Br..... w 


Art. 29. A Letter to Edward Fefferies, E/g. Chairman of the 

Committee of Proteftant Diffenters, for applying to Parliament for 

a Repeal of the Corporation and Teft Acts, {o far as they con- 

cern Proteftant Diffenters. By the Rev. David Bradberry. 4to. 

pp. 17. 1s. Walker. 1789. 

Another able advocate in this important caufe. This very fenfi- 
ble epiftle breathes the {pirit of candour, benevolence, and true reli- 
gion, in every line. The author tells us, it is very far from his in- 
tention, that any thing indecent or difrefpeétful fhould efcape his 

en on this occafion; that he fhould be forry to give the fmall- 
eft juj? caufe of offence to any man on earth except the man of fin: 
and he has no doubt that Ais Majefty’s minifters will on this occasion 
recolle&, that in the multitude of people is the King’s honour, that he is 
the common father of his people; and that while with paternal fond- 
ne/s, he dandles one fon upon his right knee, he will condefcend to embrace 
and fuftain another, who, without envying his brother, leans with filial 


confidence upon the left, peo 


EDpDUCATION. 


Art. 30. Initia Homerica, five Excerpta ex Iliade Homeri, cum Lo- 
corum omnium Graeca Metaphraf, ex Codicibus Bodleianis et Novi 
Collegii MSS. majorem in Partem nunc primum edita. Edidit Thomas 
Burges, A. M. Collegit Corporis Chrifti Socius. 8v0. 28. Od. 
Elmiley, &c. 1788. 

Thefe Excerpta are intended for the ufe of {chools,. or the younger 
{fcholars, at the univerfities, to whom they will prove very fervice- 
able, in teaching them, at an early period, the leading diftinctions 
between the ftyles of profe and poetry, in the Greek language. 

The felection of the paffages has been made with fingular judg- 
ment, as they are fuch as, from their natures, may be underftood 
without reference either to the preceding or fubfequent lines. 

The firft part of the work confifts of /Amilies collected from differ- 
ent parts of the Iliad, and the defcription of the fhield of Achilles, 
with a Greek profe Metaphrafis on the page oppotite to that which 
contains the original text, with fhort notes principally from Clarke. 

Then follows the third book of the Iliad, with a metaphrafis pro- 
Jaica, cum adneotatione Clarkii et Ernefti, printed in the fame man- 
ner.—This Metaphrafis had been publifhed before by Villoifon. 

The remaining part of the book is occupied by a paflage from the 
firft Iliad, accompanied by a paraphrafis, and metahra/is trom MSS. 
in the Bodleian library, and Platonica ejufdem loci enarratio. To 
thefe are added an Excerptum from the allegorical expofition of 
Tzetzes, verfibus politicis, in which the fame paflage of Homer is 
illuftrated, 

Thefe Jnitia conclude with further extra&ts from the inedited 
Expofitio of ‘I'zetzes ;—firft, the intire Proemium to the work, then 
his narrations of the Judgment of Paris, and fome other events 
previous to the ‘Trojan war, and during its continuance ; and, 
hnally, a metapbrafis of the third Iliad, Ey the fame Author. 

Aa 3 Such 
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Such are the contents of this little volume, which, in our Opi- 
nion, will prove an excellent affiflant to youthful ftudents of Greek, 
and imprefs on their minds the true and exact meaning of many of 
the Particles, and teach them in what the Homeric language differs 
from that of the latter ages. It will alfo enable them to acquire a 
ftock of vocables, with much lefs expence of time and labour than 
they could expect to do, if they were only habituated to render the 
Greek words by their corre{pondent Latin or “a4 words in their 


tranflations. C Bu wae of 


ASTRONOMY. 


Art. 31. The Preface to a Specimen of a gencral Aftronomical Catalogue 
arranged in Zones of North Polar Diftance, and adapted to reg l, 
1790, giving an Account of the Work which is now in the Prefs, 

and what may be expected init. By Francis Wollafton, F.R.S. 

Svo. 39 Pages. 1s. 6d. Wilkie. 1789. 

"The claffing of the fixed ftars into conftellations was of ancient 
Origin; and the forming catalogues on that claflification followed 
as natural conf fequence. This method, Mr. Wollafton thinks, is 
liable to great inconvenience, efpecially in the circumftance of hav- 
ing two itars, which are next to each other in the heavens, in very 
diftant parts of the catalogue. The propofed arrangement is to 
bring every ftar into its refpedctive zone, according to the feveral de- 
grees of north polar diftance, ranking them in the order of their 
right afcenfion in each zone. The catalogue is adapted to the mean 
potition of the ftars on Jan. 1, 1790, and is to comprehend ‘ every 
thing that can reafonably be defired by the pradical aftronomer.’ 

Mr. Wollafton’s plan is undoubtedly praife-worthy. ‘The claffi- 
fication of the fixed ftars in conftellations is certainly liable to much 
objection. We think alfo that there are objections to Mr. Wollafton’s 
Claffification. ‘Thefe are, if, That the right afcenfion of the flars 
varies unequally in different ftars; zd, That the north polar diftance 
varies not only unequally but in contrary direCtions ; for inftance, the 
eye of the conftellation Peacock, marked « in Bayer’s Catalogue, i in- 
creafes near five feconds of time in right afcenfion, annually; while 
the ftar in the oars of the fhip Argo, marked (, increafes, annually, 
only three quarters of a fecond; and 2 in Andromeda’s Girdle de- 
creafes in north polar diftance 1,2 feconds of fpace, while @ in the 
Lion’s tail increafes 20 feconds annually. Hence the claffification in 
zones of polar diftance made for any certain epoch will be conti- 
nually {ubjected to change, and require frequent corrections, to adapt 
it to any future period. The fixed ftars fuffer no change i in their 
latitude, and the i, in their longitude is uniformly 50% feconds 
annually 1 in all. Would it not therefore have been better to have 
claffed the fixed flars io zones of latitude which do not vary, ranking 
them in the order of their longitude, whofe increafe is uniform? Per- 
haps, in Mr. Wollafton’s work, which he fays is now in the prefs, 
and will be publifhed in the courfe of the fummer, thefe objeétions 
will be obviated. Ww e fhall expect it with a degree of.impatience, as, 
from Mr.'Wollafton’s known abilities and accuracy, we hope to fee a 
Catalogue of the fixed itars more perfect, and their places more exactly 
determined, than hath hitherto been communicated to the public. 


2 R......m Mevicat. 
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ANATOMY. 


Art. 32. Anatomical Tables, with Explanations, and an Abridgment 
of the Praétice of Midwifery, with a View co illuftrate a ‘reatife 
on that Subject, and a Collection of Cafes. By William Smellie, 
M.D. A new Edition, carefully revifed, with Iluftrations 
adapted to the prefent improved Method of Practice. By A. Ha- 
milton, M.D. F. B.S. Ed. and Profeffor of Midwifery at Edin- 


binions, London. 1787. 

This is the genuine edition of Smellie’s plates, with the figures 
as large as life, by Dr. Hamilton. ‘The edition noticed in our re- 
view tor Sept. 1787, p. 240, was fpurious, Mr. Creech, we were 
informed, had bought the original plates and got them repaired; he 
alfo requefted Dr. Hamilton to infpect them, and make fuch additions 
as the improved ftate of the art required. With thele correCtions, 
the plates are republifhed, with additional figures of new or move 
approved forceps, fciflars, &c. 

Smellie’s plates, the excellence of which we noticed in the article 
above referred to, were become extremely fcarce. ‘The obfletrical 
fludentsy therefore, are much obliged to Dr. Hamilton and Mr. 
‘reech for the prefent edition: more efpecially as it 1s enriched with 
notes of reference to various authors befide Smellie, and with fome 
new practical obfervations which experience had fuggefted. The 
curved forceps ia the laft additional plate has certainly many advan- 
tages over thofe that are ftraight, efpecially in the hands of a fkilful 


and cautious operator. R - 
ape¢ee« e 
Law. 


Art. 33. Pleader’s Affiflant; containing a fele& Collection of Pre- 
cedents of modern Pleadings, in the Courts of King’s Bench and 
Commen Pleas, &c. viz. Declarations, Avowries, Pleas, Repli- 
cations, Rejoinders, Demurrers, &c. in a Variety of Actions: 
including the moft ufual, as well as more fpecial Matters; with 
Forms of Writs in feveral Cafes; interfperfed with curfory Ob- 
fervations and InftruGiions. ‘The whole drawn and fettled by the 
molt eminent Counfel of the Time. 8vo. 520 Pages. 6s. Boards. 
Brooke. 1786. 

The fearcity of information of this kind, previous to the appear- 
ance of the compilement before us, occafioned the prefent publica- 
tion, which, we are informed, was ‘ originally made by a gentle- 
man of confiderable knowledge and experience at the bar, for his own 
more immediate ufe.”, Mr. Morgan has a later collection of forms 
and precedents in the third volume of his Attorney’s Vade Mecum, 
Which is in good repute. OPT « 


> _* 

Art. 34. The Trial of Mr. W. Atkinfon, Linen-draper ¢f 
for Criminal Converfation with Mrs. Conner, Wife of Mr. Conner, 
late of the Mitre at Barnet. Tried in Hilary Term 1789, in the 
neg’ Bench, before Lord Kenyon. 8vo. 18s, 6d. Symonds, 
17 9. 
Verdi&t for the plaintiff, with one thoufand pounds damages. 

Aa 4 Art. 
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Art. 35. 4 Treatife on the Law of Elefiogs, in all its Branches, 
By John Simeon, Efq. of Lincoin’s Inn, Barrifter at Law. 8vo, 
97s. Gd. Boards. Payne, &c. 1739. 

The obje& of this treatife is, to diffufe a more general knowlege 
of the Law of Eleétions. For this purpofe the author profeffes to 
have collected, in a compendious regifter, the acts of parliament, 
and determinations, refpecting the right of elections. He feems to 
have executed his work with ability, but he has by no means ex. 
hautted his fubject. But. 


Art. 36. Demefday-Book Illufrated. Containing an Account of that 
ancient Record ; as alfo of the Tenants in Capite, or Serjeanty, 
therein mentioned ; and a Tranflation of the difficult Paflages, 
with occafional Notes; an Explanation of the Terms, Abbrevi- 
ations, and Names of Foreign Abbies; and an Alphabetical 
Table of the Tenants in Capite or Serjeanty, in the feveral 
Counties contained in that Survey. By Robert Kelham, of Lin- 
coln’s Inn, Author of the Norman Dictionary. 8vo. 5s. Boards, 
Brooke. 1788. 

‘The public, particularly the beginners in the ftudy of Englith 
antiqaitics, are much indebted to Mr. Kelham for this publication. 
This work, and his Norman Dittionary *, prove, that he has no 
{mall fhare of antiquarian knowlege. ~ “pe 


Art. 37. Reports of Cafes argued and determined in the Court of Come 
mon Pleas, in Kafter and Trinity Terms, in the 28th Year of 
Geo. 3. 1788. Part I. By Henry Blackftone, Efq. of the 
Middle Temple. Folio. 5s. Whieldon. 1788. 

The fuccefs of Mr. Durnford’s and Mr. Eaft’s Term Reports of 
Cafes, determined in the.Court of King’s Bench +, has excited an- 
other gentleman to engage ina fimilar publication of cafes deter- 
mined in the Court of Common Pleas. He feems properly qua- 
jificd for the undertaking, and we fincerely wifh him fuccefs in it, 
‘The fecond part of this work is advertifed for publication. QO 


Art. 38. The Aitorney’s Vade Mecum, and Client’s Inftructor. Treat- 
ing of Actions (fuch as are now moft in ufe); of profecuting and 
defending them; of the Pleadings and Law; alfo of Hue and 
Cry. By John Morgan, of the Inner Temple, Barrifler at Law. 
3 Vols. 8vo. 19s. Boards, Cadell. 1787. 


Art. 39. E/fays upon, 1. The Law of Evidence.—II. New Trials. 
— LI. Special Verditts. —1V. Trials at Bar.— And, V. 
Repleaders. By John Morgan of the Inner Temple, Barrifter at 
Law. 3 Vols, 8vo. 18s. Boards. Johnfon. 1739. 

Both thefe publications are evidently the works of a gentleman, 
who has ftudied the theory, and is thoroughly converfane with the 
practice, of the branches of law on which he writes. To the fecond 
volume of the Attorney’s Vade Mecum is added, an appendix con- 
taining fome copies of complete records. The third volume con- 


tains fquasedpecedents of pleadings, adapted to the two former 





volurnes, He 
* See Rev. vol. Ixi. p. 73, + See our lait Rev. p. 246. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Art. 40. 4 Review of the Memoirs of the Proteforal Houfe of 
Cromwell, by the Rev. Mark Noble, F. A. S. of L. and E. 
Reétor of Barming in Kent. In which the numerous Errors of 
thofe Memoirs are pointed out, &c. By William Richards. S8vo, 
2s. 6d. Printed at Lynn, and fold by Cadell in London. 1787. 
Our readers will find an account of Mr. Noble’s work in the 73d 

vol. of our Review, page 2z. Mr. Richards was unwilling to attack 

the firft edition of the Memoirs, thinking that its errors might be 
corrected in a fubfequent impreffion. He found, however, that the 
fecond edition came into the world with all the original fin which 
he faw in the firft; though it is faid to have been improved by the 
contributions of friends, &c. In the lift of thefe, the name of Lord 

Sandwich, to whom the fecond edition is dedicated, holds the firft 
lace. 

' The principal points in which he differs from Mr. Noble, are, 

the learning and civilization of the Welch, before and after the con- 

queft,—the religious and political fentiments of the Baptitts, —and 

{ome particulars relative to Cromwell’s poiterity. 

Mr. R. feems warm in his defence of the Welch, and of the de- 
fcendants of Cromwell; and anxious to wipe off the ftains which 
Mr. Noble has impreffed on their characters.—N. B. We have not 
feen the fecond edition of Mr. Noble’s work. ; or 


Art. 41. DeteGion; or, a Scourge for Calonne: containing the 
Reply of the Countefs De Valois de la Motte, to the Calumnies 
propagated by that daring Fugitive, 2nd the moft authentic and 
irrefragable Proofs of his Falfehood and defpicable Duplicity. 8vo. 
pp. 119. 3s. Ridgway. 1789. 

For the calumnies alluded to in this deteétion, we are referred to 
M. de Calonne’s addrefs to the public, printed in fome of the morn- 
ing papers in the beginning of February. M. de Calonne there 
complained to the public, that Madame De la Motte had libelled 
him in her publications, by mixing, with fome mifreprefented faéts, 
a number of imaginary circumftances and abiurd fuppofitions: fee 
article 37, 38, and 39, of our lalt month’s review. In reply to 
this complaint, the Countefs goes again over the old ground, renew- 
ing her former accufations, and ftrengthening them by additional 
firitures, in order to dete& the falfehoods, and refute the charges 
brought againft her and her hufband, in M. de Calonne’s caution- 
ary addrefs, as printed in the daily papers: and, in arguing the fe- 
veral points with him (which fhe does with great acutenefs and 
{pirit) fhe fails not to introduce many new circumftances, in order 
to corroborate her former allegations, and throw further light on 
thofe tranfactions which (according to er account) are mifreprefent- 
ed or falfified in Avs addrefs. She has, likewife, in this trac, infert- 
ed fome letters which fhe fent, in January laft, to the Marquis de la 
Luzerne, the French Ambaflador at our court, relative to the im- 
pending publication of her memoirs, and her propofed tranf{miffion 
of them to the court of France; but for thefe, and the other parti- 
culars, which, for want of room, we have briefly mentioned, we mutt 
refer to the lady’s prefent performance. 





Art. 
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Art. 42. A Narrative of the Expedition to Botany Bay; with an 
Account of New South Wales, its Productions, Inhabitants, &e, 
To which is fubjoined.a Lift of the Civil and Military Eftablith. 
ments at Port ae By Captain Watkin Tench, of the Ma- 
rines. 8vo. pP- 146. 35. 6d. fewed. Debrett. 1789. 
Captain Tench has here 2 given a very fatisfactory general account of 

the voyage of the fleet appointed for the conveyance of the convidls 
to Botany Bay.—On their arrival there, finding no eligible fpor for 
the intended fettlement, they proceeded to Port Jackfon, only a few 
hours fail northward from the bay, and where they found an excellent 
harbour. Here they fixed, and here, perhaps, has been laid the 
foundation of a great and flourifhing ftate.—This,interefting narra- 
tive is written in a very proper ftyle; and is confiderably enlivened 
by the incidental defcriptions of the places at which the fleet touch- 
ed, in the courfe of the voyage, viz. Teneriffe, Riode Janeiro, and 
the Cape of Good Hope. 


Art. 43. Aa authentic Journal of the Expedition under Commodore 
Poillips, to Botany Bay, &c. &c. 8vo. pp. 54. 2s..6d. Fortter, 
1789. 

That part of this pamphlet which contains the Fournal of the Ex- 

fedition, feems chiefly extraCted from Captain Tench’ $ Work ; fol- 

lowed by a letter from that gentlem an, which was firlt printed in the 
paper called The World. ‘lo thefe is added 4x Hiftorical Narrative 
of the Difcovery of Ne w Holland, illuttrated by a neat general chart 

of New Holland, and another of Botany Bay, firft publithed i in 1786, 


by Mr. Fielding ; fee Rev. for December 1726. Vol. Ixxv. p. 47 H+ 


Art. 44. An authentic Narrative of the Expediticn to Botany Bay, 
&e. &c. 12m0. pp. 44. Od. Sy monds. 1739 
A catchpenny compilation trom’ the news-papers, &c. accompa. 
nied with a few obfervations and reflections which are not altogether 
unworthy of notice. 


Art. 45. Imperfe@ Hints towards a new Edition of Shake/peare. 
rart II. and laft. 4to. pp. 173, befides a Preface of 21 pages. 
6s. fewed. Robfon and Clagke. 1788. 

In the laft volume of gur Review, p. 81, we gave a brief ac- 
count of the frf part of this production ; obferving that the author’s 
chief defign was to furnith Azxzts to the undertakers of Mr. Boy- 
deli*s edition; the time being now at hand, * when Shakefpeare’s 
works will receive every embellifhment of grateful art; when a 
temple will be erected to his memory; and where the productions 
of the Britith artifts will receive an eternal afylum ;’ as ‘the author 
exprefles it, in his prefatary advertifement. 

In his First part, the author exhibited his choice of fubjeéts, 
proper for defigns, from the following plays: Vitus Andronicus—Co- 
riclanus—Taming of the Shrew Merchant of Venice—Love’s Labour 
Lefi—All’s Well that Ends Well—Ccomedy of Errors —Treilus and 
Crefida—and Mid/ummer Nizht’s Dream. In this Seconnp part, 
the fubjects are taken from King Jobu—Henry V.—Romeo and Fu- 
liet-—and Cymbeline. 

‘The author feems to have been happy in molt, if not all, of his 
feletions. He is, moreover, well acquainted with every thing that 
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hth been done from time to time, by the painter and the engraver, 
i. the embellifhment of the numerous editions of his favourite 
bard, or for the enrichment of Mr. Boydell’s picture gallery ; and, in 
his occafional remarks on the portraits, prints, Sc. he has manifetted 
his judgment and tafle in this branch of the polite arts. If his 
yal for the glory of Shakefpeare appears to be, in any meafure, en- 
thufaitic, it is a laudable enthufiafm :—fuch as tends to improve, 
sot to bewilder the human mind. 

In theie traéis, the reader who is fond of the Englifh drama, will, 
exclufive of what immediately relates to the fcenes, characters, and 
ircamftances, as Shakefpeare drew them, likewife here meet with 
avariety of entertainment, in the author’s anecdotes relative to the 
engravings that accompany the various editions of Shakefpeare’s 
plays : and alfo in his obfervations on the performances of thofe 
ators who have figured in the principal characters drawa by this 
mot admirable poct. | 


Ant. 46. Tra@atus varii Latini a Crevier, Brotier, Auger, aliifque 
dlarifimis Viris conferipti: et ad rem cum criticam, tum antiqua- 
riam, jertinentes. Several Latin Traéts, both of the critical and 
the antiquarian Kind, felected from Crevier, Brotier, Auger, and 
other diitinguifhed Authors. S8vo. 6s. Boards. White, &c. 
1788. 

This Latin colle€lion will prove acceptable to thofe who enquire 
into ancient hiftory and literature, and efpecially to fuch as cannot 
have eafy accefs to the originals. The extracts are generally fhort. 
Wecannot, perhaps, convey an idea of the workin amore proper mane 
ter than by giving, in Englith, a lilt of many of the turtles; which 
are as follow: Weights, money, meafures, ofien mentioned by Livy: 
Tributes and taxes of the Roman empire: Treafury of the Roman 
people: ‘Their luxury: Nero’s golden houfe: Standard-bearers : 
Military men: Suicide: Secular Games: Letters invented by 
Claudius: Cenfus and Luftration: Precinct, magnitude, number of 
inhabitants of the city of Rome: Peftilence: Paphian Venus: Num- 
ber and names of the legions: Thecapitol: Ditto, reftored by Vef- 
paian and Domitian: Miracles of Vefpafiazn: The god Serapis: 
Trajan’s bridge over the Danube: Trajan’s column: ‘l'rajan’s fhip: 
Laws of fucceflion among the Germans: Roman Congiaria, public 
largefles or liberal benefactions, &c. ‘To thefe and other curious 
lubje&ts are added a feries of Brotier’s Notes on the book of Tacitus 
concerning the manners of the Germans: thefe, though amufing and 
lnitructive, cannot appear to fo much advantage as in their imme- 
“late Connection with the paflages to which they originally belong, 
bot may prove of fome fervice to thofe who ufe different editions of 
‘acitus. Befide thefe, the volume has a fecond part, which contains 
adiffertation by Nic. Rigaltius on the Satires of Juvenal, and on 
litire in general : a treatife on ancient devices, plays, theatres, fcenes, 
‘tors, &c. collected from the beft authors: Index of manufcripts, 
iterent cditions, and alfo various readings of Juvenal’s Satires : 
Jifcourfe of If. Cafaubon on Perfius: Critical obfervations on the 
‘mendation of ancient writings: ‘Traéts on the metre of Horace.— 

hea ot; ’ - . 
“ €citor does not appear to have beftowed all the attention which 
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he might have done on this volume: throughout the firft part, the 
pages are not numbered, neither are the diftinét articles ; and when 
a valuation is made of fums of money, which is frequently done, it js 
according to the Gallic ftandard : we think as it was thought proper 
to publifh this collection here, a valuation fhould have been added 
gn the notes according to the Englifh-mode.—Notwithftanding thefe 
objections, we are perfuaded, the felection will be generally accept. 
able to the learned and the curious, and may alfo prove ferwiceadle 


to many readers, Hi, 


NoveEts. 


Art. 47. Emilia de St. Aubigne. By the Author of E/a*. 12mo. 35, 
fewed. Elliotand Co. 17358. ' 

This author, apparently without intending it, is an advocate, or 
apologift, for vice. Charletie and her Right Honourable lover, who 
have tranfgrefled again the laws of re/égion and virtue, hhould not 
be difmiffed with a kind of applaufe, due only to the votaries and 
followers of both. The ftory comes not within the line of probability; 
but the fentiments arifing from the fituations of the feveral per- 
fonages, are fometimes forcible and jut. AB. 


Ast. 48. Gli Affari del Giovane Verter, &c.i.e. The Sorrows of Wer. 
ter, tranilated from the original German into Italian, by Conrade 
Ludger. 12mo. 2 Vols. Gs. fewed. Hookham. 1788. 

Mr. Ludger profefles to have tranflated this work carefully, from 
the original ; we cannot, however, recommend it as a very faithful 
os very elegant copy. In fome initances, indeed, it expreffes Wer- 
ter’s meaning more fully than the French tranflation, or the Eng. 
hith, which 1s avowedly borrowed from it, and may therefore be 
agreeable to thofe who cannot read German. Gil. 


DRAMATIC, 


Art. 49. The Works of Mr. Congreve. A new Edition ; ornamented 
with Copper-plates. ‘To which is prefixed, a Life of the Author, 
1zmo. 2 Vols. 6s. fewed. Lowndes, &c. 1788. 

This edition will be rendered the more acceptable toits purchafers, 
by its having the Life of the Author prefixed. The account of Mr. 
Congreve, with the remarks on his writings, are chiefly taken from 
Dr. Johnfon’s Lives of the Poets.—TVhe Poems on feveral Occafons 
are added to the P/ays.—What more can we fay, in refpect of the 
works of an author {fo well known in the poetic world? 


Art. 50. The Impofors: A Comedy. Performed at the Theatre 
Royal, Drury-lane. By Richard Cumberland, Efq. 8vo, 1s. 6d. 
Dilly. 3789. 

This play is, in moft refpe&s, fo much inferior to the other pro- 
ductions of the fame author, that we can hardly believe our eyes, 
when we fee the refpectable name of Richard Cumberland, Efquire, 
in the title. It would be the extreme of cruelty to extend fuch an 


——— 





* See Rev. vol. Ixxviil p. 166. 
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the coup de grace atonce. Egle 


Art. 51. The Hymeneal Party; or, the Generous Friends. A Comedy. 


By a Young Gentleman. $vo. 2s. Stalker. 1789. 
In the prologue to this comedy, the author— 
© Hopes you’ll be candid, and not too fevere, 
With one who’s only in his xineteenth year.’ 


In the epilogue— 
‘ With grateful heart he feels for favours paft ;’ 

and alludes, as he tells us, * to fome kindnefles fhewn the author, ia 
endeavouring to get 7t [the comedy, he muit mean] on the ftage.’— 
The kincnefles, we fhould have fuppofed, were in preventing its ex- 
hibition; and it would have been equal kindnefs to have prevented 
its publication. We think that the author is too old to be whipped, 
and yet rather too young for any feverer or more ferious correction 5 
we fhall, therefore, {pare him for this time, if he will promife for the 
future to be a good boy, and do fo no more. De 


Art. 52. Yhe Pannel. An Entertainment of three Acts. Svo. Is. 
Stalker. 17389. 

The editor informs us, that this entertainment is merely an abridg- 
ment, with fome trivial additions, of Bickerftafie’s comedy of ** ’Tzs 
well it’s go worfe;’? a title which the editor thought ineligible ; bat 
fince he chofe to difcard it, we think he fhould have adopted that of 
— Tis pity it’s no better. De 

POETRY. 


Art. §3. Pieces of Familiar Poetry, by Florifer. 8vo. pp. 68. 15. 6d. 
fewed. Printed at birmingham, and fold in London by Baldwin. 
1789. 

' SPECIMEN. 
¢ A Frenchman, whom a fricafee 
At dinner fuited toa T, 
Up to the highett pitch of prai/e 
The cook’s nice art began to prai/e.’ 

Surely this is the firft poet who ever made a word ftand as a rhime te 

ittelf !— perhaps, however, he bore in mind the well known line— 


«© None but himfelf can be his parallel ;” 


and recolle&ting that the excellence of a rhime confifts in the fer- 
fect fimilarity of found, wifely concluded, that no two different words 
could produce fo admirable an effect as the fame word repeated. 
We can hardly fuppofe this to have been a /ap/us penne, as the fol- 
lowing tags are nearly of the fame complexion: 
‘ My mind the while—what ftrange rever/e / 
To things it lik’d becomes aver/e.’ 
eR EHH * 
« When perchance I am /-é, or to fludy aver/e, 
To give eafe to my mind I apply to my ver/e.’ 
If cur counfel could have any weight (thougu we acknowlege that it 
Would proceed from interefted motives), we fhould advife this bard 
to abftain from fuch fraitle/s applications, 
G. 2. am, 
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‘;frm body on the rack of criticifm ; and charity obliges us to give 
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Art. 54. The Garland; a Collection of Poems. 4to. 28. 6d. Oy, 
ford, printed ; and fold by Robfon, &c. in London. 





; Snow-drops, crocufes, violets, cowllips, &c. entwined by fome 
&. young bard (as we fuppole) to adorn the brows of his matchlefs 
3 Laura, and his divine Sophy.— Aye, time was, when even ave deemed 


it mighty pretty to weave fuch garlands for the Lauras and Sophys 


of former days, and pour cut the dulcet rain to— 
és Lillies and rofes, 
And eyes, lips, and nofles, 
Or tip of an ear-——.” 
As Bumper Squire Fones hath it: but thofe were ** other times!” 
yet we remember them without repining, for, as this poet fingetha 
* Life {till has joys, if not, like youth’s, elate 
With tranfports high,—yet conftant and ferene.’ 
Which couplet we leave with our readers, as a {fpecimen of the au- 
thor’s poetry ; referving our praife for his next production, fhould it 
haply rife Above that mediocrity, which marks the character of thefe 
gentle /onnets and love-ver/es ; molt of which were originally printed 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine, whence they are now collected, with 


| fome additional pieces. 
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Art. 55. The Sick Laureat ; or, Parnaflus in Confufion. . A Poem. 
In which the Merits and Defects of fome of our principal Modern 
Poets are examined and alcertained, 4to. pp. 2g. 2s. Kearfley. 
| 1789. 
The famous Sajion of the Pcets furnifhed the plan on which this 
| poem has been: conitruted ; together with many other pieces of the 
kind. 
The laureat is fuppofed to have been reported fick, or dead; on 
which 





‘ The hundred pounds a year, and bitt of fack, 
Drew in full cry the yelping, feribbling pack ; 
To Sal’fbury’s villa one and all repair— ‘ 
The Lord Chamberlain fits as judge of their feveral pretenfions 
and talents—each bard fets up his claim—and fome of the characters, 
4 as poets, are tolerably hit off.— At length, in the midit of the con- 
tention, in rufhes Warton, and the difappointed candidates vanifh. 
The original thought, which, we believe, was Sir John Suckling’s, 





and which has produced fo many imitations, muit furely have been 
* regarded as a matter-piece of wit, or it would not have been fo fre- 
i quently followed as a model. For us, we never much admired 
At either the parent work, or the generality of its numerous offspring: 


‘ though it muft. be acknowleged, that there was merit in Ye Dia- 
boliad; and we did acknowlege it in our account of that very 
fevere fatire (fee Rev. vol. Ivi. and Ivii.). The prefent performance 


‘s | is not deftitute of wit, humour, or poetry. 
: f Art. 56. The Royal Aftronomer; fhewing as how a Star gazer cannot 
7 {mell the Rofe of beauty, and con the blue Star-book, at one and 
the fame Time. By Tom Plumb. 4to. 2s. Kearfley. 1789. 
Tom Plumb, like his favourite model, Peter Pindar, who was 


Fi fometimes very unhappy in his choice of {ubjects for his fatire, has 
4 here 
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here unluckily ftumbled on a moft improper obje&t for ridicule, viz. 
the very meritorious and inoffenfive Dr. '‘Herfchel ; whom he laughs 
at, and treats as a mere ftar- gazer—a Partridge, or a Gadbury—bufy.. 
ing himfelf o’nights in peeping at the heavens, through his vaét 
tele love, inftead of remaining in bed with bis avife. Oa this lait 
circumitance, ail the wit of the poem turns ;—but furely this is too 
poor for a grave and formal cenfure ! 


Art. 57. Adverfity; or, The Tears cf Britannia. A Poem. Bya 
Lady. Worth a beautiful emblematical Etching of a celebrated 
Poet 0 on Horfeback. 4to. pp. 36. 2s. Kir by. 17°9. 

Surely this lady’s time might be more ufefi ully fpent than in foJ- 
ms Tu the “idle trade” of verfe-makin g, as Pope ftyled it:—uis there 
no emp!oyment for the needle, in the family to which fhe belongs — 
No doubt there is : ane we cordially advife +: hede to apply to ic with 
induftry, in co! m penta ‘ion for the hours mif-fpent in fruitlefs at ttempts 
at poetry. ‘This advice may feem harfh at prefent, but it is meant 
for her real advantage 5 and hereafter perhaps, if not juft now, It 


m2 iy be fo ac ce} sted —/fiuch things have been. 


Art. § eg. Begum B—rke to Begum Pow. ‘A Poetical Rhapfo ody on 
Cotemporary Characters. With a Dedication to Lord George 
Gordon, in Newgate. 4to. pp. zo. 1s. 6d, Thornton. 

It has been oblerve d, that ‘wit 1s of no party.’ Perhaps this 
has been inferred from her bei ng occ ifionally found in every party. 
At prefent fhe is, certainly, with the court; and has choflen to 
aim her fhafts at Mr. Burke. He is here iuppofed, in the ferment 
of a ‘ long heated b rain,’ to feel himi{elf tranfmigrated into a Be. 
gun *. and, under this impreflion, he addreffes this poe ic rant to 
the Beoum Bea, as to a filler: opening to her all his diftratted 
mind, refpecting the woful fate of his own dituation as a public man; 
together with that of his poetical affociates.x—The ridicule on she 
party is artfully turned; and the poetry y has uncommon merit. A 

warin encomium on Mr. Pitt concludes the piece. ‘The lait couplet 
is, 

The King reftor’d, ftill keeps his Treas’ ry Boy, 


And half the nation will 20 mad with j joy.’ 


Art. 59. The Winter’s Afembly, or Provincial Ball; a Poem. fn- 
fcribed to the Ladies of the Welt. 4to. 17 Pages. 1s. Dilly, 
1759. 

‘ Low whifpers through the Z half- {it ball-room reign, 
Nor rulties yet one folitary train. —~ 
- Now the full light declares the near approach 
Of pole-fupp orted chair, and rolling ceach ; 
Now fwelis the pomp of circumitance and flate, 
Now clofe the ranks of early and of late ; 
The tweedle tweedle minuets begin, 
The Prince and Abingdon, with various din.’ 


If, reader, thou wifheft for more, fend to the boolcfeller. 


bane Moo-y, 








* Begums, in Hindoftan, are princeffes of the Haram. 


Art. 
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Art. 60. Verfes on-his Majefty’s Recovery. By Samuel Hayes, A.M, 
Jate Senior Ufher of Weitminfter School. 4to. 1s. 6d. pp. 18, 
Cadell. 

Mr. Hayes feems to wifh ‘ that the loyalty which diftated thefe 
verfes will, at leaft, palliate every defect in the performance.’——We 
are content.—On fubjects of this kind, indeed, what can be ex. 
pected ? What was ever atchieved ? 


Art. 61. The Englifh Parnaffus: being a new Selection of Didaétic, 
Defcriptive, Pathetic, Plaintive, and Paftoral Poetry, extracted 
from the Works of the lateft and moft celebrated Poets, &c. By 
the Rev. John Adams, A. B. izmo. pp. 352. 3s. fewed. 
Kearfley. 1789. 

This compilement is diftinguifhed from moft other collections of 
the kind, by the admiflion of many very modern names—even of 
diving authors. The former publithers of poetical mifcellanies (a fort 
of books now prodigioufly multiplied) contented themfelves with 
extracting only from the works of our moft celebrated poets ; but, 
here, the honours of felection are lavifhed, not only on a Younc, a 
THOMSON, a Pope, &c. but on fuch writers as - Bat 
as Mrs. Slip flop fays, ** comparifons are odoriferous.”—We will 
therefore only add, in regard to the prefent article, that the com- 
piler’s praife is that of having provided for his readers, an ‘innocent 
entertainment—to fay the lealt of it: or, to fpeak in his own lan- 

uage, ‘ nothing is admitted which has not a tendency either to 
improve the talte of tle young reader, or to infpire fentiments of 
wifdom, virtue, and benevolence.’ 





THEOLOGY. 


Art. 62. 4 Difcourfeon Sacramental Tefts. Delivered at Cambridge, 
Oftober 30th, 1788, at a general Meeting of Deputies of the 
Congregations of Proteftant Diffenters in the County of Cam- 
bridge. By R. Robinfon. 8vo. pp.27. 1s. Dilly. 

This Difcourfe abounds with a variety of matter, which fhews the 
fpirit and ingenuity of the author: and, as we cannot help confider- 
ing facramental tefts as a profanation both of reafon and religion, 
we fhall gratify our readers by giving them an epitome of this fer- 
mon, in the author’s own words : 

‘ Non-conformity is a noble caufe, and we are engaged in it, not 
by misfortune, but by choice. By contending for the fufficiency of 
Scripture, we provide for the improvement of the mind, by affirm- 
ing the liberty of all Chriftians to act agreeably to their own con- 
victions ; particularly we plead the caufe of young men preparing for 
the miniftry ; that their minds may be unfhackled ; that they may 
not be obliged to allow a conclufion, before they have examined the 


. pemifes; that they may have no temptation-to prevaricate for re- 
ward, and no fear of difmal confequences for thinking differently 


from others.” —‘* Inftead of the ufual train of, firft, faith; then, 
quotation of authorities ; and laftly, reafon: we would, firit, reafon; 
then, build faith upon evidence ; and reject all authority to call us 
to account; except that to which Jehovah hath faid every Anee jhall 


bow.’ * We affirm the plainnefs of the Gofpel, the capability r| 
a 
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all men to judge of it, and the right of every one to be free, virtuous, 
and happy: we put one God in the place of many lords: when we 
reprefent the ancient {prings of tyranny, and narrate the inundations 
of it, we are not infenfible of the merit of our anceftors, who cut 
channels for it, and fet bounds to the flood.’ — ‘ When we afk thofe, 
who have it in their power, to dry up the lingering ftreams that re- 
main, ané to reftore us our original Paradife, where the voice of 
oppreffion fhall not be heard, we afk no favour, we claim a dirthright, 
which we never forfeited by any crime, which it would be ignoble 
to defpife, and abominable to fell for a me/s of pottage.” Br...--w- 


Art. 63. 4 Key to the P/alms ; being an eafy, concife, and familiar 
Explanation of Words, Allufions, and Sentences in them, felected 
from fubftantial Authorities; tending to promote expeditioully, 
the better underftanding of them among the Ignorant in general, 
and for the Information of the lower Clafs of People in particular. 
By the Rev. W. Cole, A. M. Fellow of King’s Coll. Camb. 8vo. 
pp- 46. 2s- Deighton, &c. 1788. 

Mr. Cole has compiled this Key to the Englith Pfa!ms, not for the 
learned, but for the common people, who, as he properly obferves, 
are moft in want of fuch helps; and to them, indeed, it may be 
ufeful, in explaining many words, phrafes, and allufions, which, to 
the generality, mult be very obfcure, and may fometimes occafion 
great perplexity. 


Art. 64. I/rael’s Salvatien ; or, an Account from the Prophecies of 
Scripture, of the grand Events which await the Jews, to the End 
of Time. By Thomas Reader. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Buckland, &c. 
1788. 

Mr. Reader is of opinion, that Dr. Prieftley’s Letter to the Jews 
doth not favour of Chriftianity; and he has here endeavoured to 
arrange the prophecies concerning them in their proper order; and 
“to develope them from every natural, and from every adventitious 
gloom.’ It requires brighter illumination than we poffefs, to fee, 
with unclouded eyes, the myifteries which this writer unfolds; we 
muft, therefore, give him implicit credit for the accuracy of thofe 
computations which have enabled him to inform the world, that the 
converfion of the Jews will commence in the year 1816; that they 
will be called to their own land in 1866; that, in the fame year, 
an earthquake will deltroy 7000 inhabitants of Rome; that Gog, or 
Popery, fhall be deitroyed in 1941; and that, after a glorious mil- 
lenium, about the year 3125, the world will be at an end.—Here we 
can only fay, with the profound politician in the drama, * thofe that 
live longeft will know moft.” E 


Art. 65. The Sick Man’s Friend; or, Helps for Converfation betwee 
the Sick and thofe who may attend them: To which are added, 
fuitable Prayers. By James Sconhoufe, M.D. formerly of St. 
John’s College, Oxford; Reétor of Great and Little Cheverel, 
Wiltfhire. 1zmo. 3s. bound. Rivingtons. 1788. 

The writer of this ufeful manual! is already well known to the 
world, as the author of feveral pieces on fubjects of practica] religion | 
and morality, which are judicioufly adapted to promote a fpirit of 
pi¢ty among the lower claffes of mankind. Dr, Stonhoufe fpeaks of 

Rev, April, 1789. Bb this 
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this work (on account of his declining years) as his laft attempt to 
ferve the interefts of religion: and, both in the defign and execu- 
tion, it is worthy of its pious and benevolent author, and cannot 
fail of being highly acceptable to religious readers. It contains 
much excellent advice, both to the fick and to thofe whoattend upon 
them ; and provides meditations and devotional exercifes, for perfons 
of every character and condition, in a time of ficknefs. FR . 


Art. 66. Of the Importance of Religious Opinions. 'Tranflated from 
the French of M. Necker. 8vo. pp. 458. 6s. Boards. Johnfon. 
1788. ; 

An account was given of this work, asa forezgn article, in the 

Appendix to our 78th vol. p. 598. We rejoice to fee this excellent 

work naturalized sere; and it ought to be tranflated into every 


European language. 
Art. 67. LXX Hebdomadum, quas Gabriel ad Danielem detulerat ; In- 


terpretatio, Paraphrafis, Computatio, cum Vocabulorum difficiliorum 

Explicatione. ccedit Virgo Almah cum Immanuel. Au&. Fob. Uri, 

Oxonti. 1788. 8vo. 56 Pages. 

The author of this cur/ous treatife (who is a zealous advocate 
for the antiquity of the points, and the integrity of the Hebrew 
text) is already well known to the learned world, by his remarks on 
the Hebrew grammar, publifhed under the title of Pharos Artis 
Grammatice Hebree*. ‘Yhofe who are acquainted with the ori- 
ginality and ingenuity of that work, will anticipate our opinion of 
the prefent, which fhould be read by all thofe who would fee an old 
and long-difputed fubject exhibited in a new point of view, by a man 
confefledly verfed in the minutix of the Hebrew language, and who, 
both in his matter and his manner, is accuftomed to deviate boldly 


from the beaten track. Pa....s. 


Art. 68. Hiffory of Redemption ; on a Plan intirely original : exhi- 
biting the gradual Difcovery and Accomplifhment of the Divine 
Purpofes, in the Salvation of Man: Including a comprehenfive 
View of Church Hiftory, and the Fulfilment of Scripture Pro- 

hecies. By the late Reverend Jonathan Edwards, Prefident of 
the College of New Jerfey. ‘To which are now added, Notes 

Hiftorical, Critical, and Theological ; with the Life and Experience 

ofthe Author. 8vo. 7s. 6d. Boards. Pitcher. 1788. 

For our opinion of the uti/ity and merit of Mr. Edwards’s Hiftory 
of Redemption, the reader may, if he pleafes, turn to the liid vol. 
of the Review, p. 117. The prefent edition comes to us, as we are 
given to underftand, with the recommendations of the Rev. Mefirs. 
Samuel Brewer, Torial Jofs, Rowland Hill, &c. (vide Editor’s Dedi- 
cation). It appears from the biographical account here given of the 
author, that he was a very reputable, good, and pious man, according 
to Ais views and feelings, in religious matters ; which thofe of dif- 
ferent fentiments, and cooler fenfations, will not fail to confider as all 
wild extacy, rapture, and enthufia/m ; and in this notion they will be 
f{trongly confirmed by the peruial of his experience ; of which, for the 
fatistattion of fuch of our readers as are unacquainted with the fpirit 





* See Rev. vol. Ixx. p. 357. 
3 and 
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and manner of fuch devout experiences, we will give the following 
extract : 

‘ [ had an inward fenfe of thefe things [the work of redemption, 
&c.] ‘ that at times came into my heart, and my foul was led away 
in pleafant views and contemplations of them; and my mind was 

reatly engaged to {pend my time in reading and meditating on 
Chrift, and the beauty and excellency of his perfon, and the lovely 
way of falvation by free grace in him. I found no books fo de- 
lightful to me as thofe that treated of thefe fubjects, Thofe words 
(Cant. ii. 1.] ufed to be abundantly with me ‘I am the rofe of 
Sharon, and the lily of the vallies.”” ‘The words feemed to me 
{weetly to reprefent the lovelinefs and beauty of Jefus Chrift. And 
the whole book of Canticles ufed to be pleafant to me, and I ufed 
to be much in reading it about that time; and found, from time to 
time, an inward {weetnefs that ufed, as it were, to carry me away 
in my contemplations. The fenfe I had of divine things would 
often of a fudden, as it were, kindle up a fweet burning in my heart, 
an ardour of my foul, that I know not how to exprefs.’ 

In all this we cannot queftion the fincerity of Mr. Edwards, who, 
howeveg hg gnay poflibly have impofed on himfelf by the warmth of 
his ima¥mation, was, perhaps, rather to be envied than derided for 
his ardours and exta‘ies, which in themfelves were at leaft innocent; 
in which he, no doubt, found much delight, and from which no crea- 
ture could receive the leaft hurt : —yet, after all, we cannot but think 
that if this pious detail had been fuppreffed, religion would have faf- 
tained no great lofs. 

The Notes to this publication are copious and numerous; they are 
chiefly collected * from learned, and fome not very learned, authors 
and commentators. ‘hey contain a great vartcty of biblical cri- 
ticifms and expofitions; with many of which we have been agreeably 
entertained, and with fome inftructed. 


* A great number of them, however, feem to be entirely new. 





SINGLE SERMONS. 


I. The great Importance of having right Sentiments of Religion: 
Preached at an Affociation of Minitters, at Ringwood, Hants, 
july 29, 1788, by the Rev. David Bogue, of Gofpart. 8vo. gd. 
Buckland. 

A writer who undertakes to demonftrate ‘ the great importance of 
having right fentiments’ th religion’ will, with fome reafon, be ex- 
pected to inform his readers what RIGHT /entzments are, and how 
Such are to be diftinguifhed from errors. ‘Vhis, indeed, Mr. B. has at- 
tempted; and, if his attempt has not been followed with any fingu- 
lar lucceis, he is, however, to be applauded for the excellence of his 
intention, his opennefs, and hiscandour. He has particularly ftated 
what appear to him to be the genuine do@trines of the Gofpel ; but it 
muft have occurred to him thatthere are many who poflibly have equal 
learning, and, no doubt, an equal reverence for the New Tettament, 
with himielf, who will confider his right /entiments as mere opinionum 
commenta; and that when learned Chriftian Doéors difagree, it will 
not be very eafy for the Laity . — on which fide the truth 

2 lies, 

















ne be lies 
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lies. In fome things, we think the preacher has made a true ftate- 
ment; but he certainly has not in al! cafes, conformably to his text 
(2 Tim. i. 13.), ‘held fatt the form of found words,’ or /iterally, ad- 
hered to the words of Scripture ;—-which never mention the Lord’s 

Supper as inftituted that we mav worfbip and adore the Redeemer, 
but only that we may remenber him. Nor does it ever {peak of Jefus 
Chrift as Ged and Man 2x one perfon;’ —this 1s not a fcripture ex- 
preffion, but is borrowed from that very philofophy through which 
the Apoftie was afraid that Chriftians would be fpoiled. We think 
moreover that Mr. B. is decidedly in an error when he afferts that 
‘ right fentiments will always have enemies to ridicule and to refitt 
them, and may be kucaun by this mark ; for according to this datum, 
muft it not follow, that the more didtcutous a doctrine is, the greater 
is the probability of its being true? ‘Truth may be, and often has 
been, ridiculed; but the circumftance of its being ridiculed cannot 
be pleaded as a fure evidence that it is the truth. Candidus imperti 
(fays Mr. B.): we have taken this liberty, and we are periuaded, 

that, as a fenfible writer, he will not be offended with us for thefe 
ftrictures, which are meant to ferve the caufe for which he appears 


fo laudably in earneft—the caufe of true Chriftianiry. Moo~y. 
e 


Il. A Difcourfe, from that fingular and beautiful Paffage, St. Luke, 
xxiv. 32. Preached in 1788. By a Youth. Izmo. pp. 22. 4d. 
Parfons. 1789. 

Though, in general, we give no credit to anonymous title-pages, 
we are not difpofed to with hold our faith in the prefent initance, 
We believe the Difcourfe before us to be the compotition of @ youth, 
becaufe the fentences often finifh with poetic fcraps taken from 
Milton, Pope, Young, Watts, &c. and becaufe we meet with ex- 
preflions and loofe “declamation, into which young writers and 
preachers are apt to fall in their attempts to reach the fublime ; fuch 
as—the cclumns of eternity; —the flames of God’s meridian aye ;—the 
inherent divinity communicating the emanations of vivid fire in conjunc- 
tion with his works. For an extract we have no room. We will 
juft however inform this youn’ author, that he mifapplies Scripture 
in one place, by making Chrift fay, he fubmitted to the crofs, shat 
he might fulfil all rightecu/ne/s ; and he {eems, in another, not to un- 
derftind the meaning of Chrift’s words (they are not the Apoftle’s) 
Luke, xvii. 21. This paflage fhould have been rendered, * The 
kingdom of God 1s among you.’ The context requires évrdg we ésw 
to be thus tranflated. De? 


UI. The indif/penfable Obligations to Chriftian Charity : Preached be- 
fore the Subfcribers to the Charity eftablifhed tor the Relief of 
decayed Clergymen, their Widows and Children, in the County 
of Pembroke, at St. Mary’s, Haverfordweft, June 27, 1786. By 
William Holcomve, M.A. Canon Refidentiary of Sct. David’s, 
&c. 4to. Pp. 49. 18. Bew, &c. 1787. 

‘The above title gives a fufficient view of the defign of this dif- 
courfe. Few, if any, parts of the Britifh dominions, we fuppofe, are 
more in want of that kind of afiiltance which is pleaded for, than the 
principality of Wales ; and which is here urged in a fenfible and 


periuafive manner. Hi i 
4 IV. 
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IV. Preached at the Affizes held at Lancafter, Aug. 19, 1787, before 
Lord Loughborough, and the Hon. Mr. Jultice Wilfon. By the 
Rev. ‘thomas Wilfon of Clitheroe, Author of the Archzolo- 
gical Dictionary. gto. 41s. Richardfon 
A judicious, well-written, and feafonable difcourfe, from Micah, 

vi. 8 ‘Ihe author laments the increafing degeneracy of the times; 

to which, he expreffes his hopé, that the Sunday {chools may give 


fome check. Hi 


V. Preached in the Cathedral, Glocefter, March 8, 1789. Being 
the Day appointed for returning Thanks for the Recovery of his 
Majeity’s Health. By the Rev Ed. Wilfon, Canon of Windfor, 
and Prebendary of Glocefter. 4to. 1s. Gardner. 

A very jait acknowle.gment of the Divine favour, as manifelted 
toward us, in the continuance of our enjoyment of the bleffings of a 
jot covernment, under the mild adminiltration of a good and vir- 
tucus prince. 

VI. Addreffed to Chriftians of all Deno~inations, who love the 
Brotherhood, fear God, and honour the King; occafioned by the 
Prayer directed to be ufed in all Places of holy Worfhip, during 
his Majefty’s prefent Indifpofition *. 4to. 1s. Rivington, &c. 
1738. 

The critics will not, perhaps, be extremely lavifh in their enco- 
mivms on this very brief diicourfe; but every candid reader will, 
doubtlefs, give the author full credi: for the goodnefs and piety of 
his defign. He infcribes his performance to his Grace of Canter- 
bury ; and figns himfelf <* Charles Dickens, LL. D.” 


* By this date, our readers will perceive that Dr. D.’s difcourfe was 
printed be ore the King’s health was re-eftablifhed; though it came 


not before us till very lately. Charge Br w 





Notes to CORRESPONDENTS, and our READERS in general. 


*.* We are obliged to Mr. Dale for pointing out to us an error 
in the numerical calculations, p. 147, line 1, of our Review for Fe- 
bruary. The true number certainly is .74915, and not .74914. 
Our readers are therefore requefted to erafe the correction of *.74915 
to .74914.’ 

Our Publifher informs us, that the Appendix to vol. Ixiii., con- 
cerning which Mr. D. enquires, has been long out of print. 





§*§ A *Conftant Reader,’ J. J. who dates from Haverford Weft, 
may be right in his obfervations on the too frequent ufe of the ad- 
verb agreeably inftead of the adjective participle agreeable ; but we with 
that he had made usa better fxpenny worth. We do not grudge the 
pofage of any important and ufeful hint; but has not J. J. been able 
to diicover, in a work of fo large a compafs as the Monthly Review, 
and which, too, from its very natare, is always a work of hafte, and 
often; indeed, of great hurry, any faults of more confequence? He 
has noted a flip of the pen, in ‘ previoufly,’ for previous; but what 

are 
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are fuch /pecks ?—The truth is (and we mention it only in compli- 
ment to our printer), the Monthly Review exhibits a very fingular 

henomenon in the literary world. Never, before, was there a work 
of this kind, written and printed as this has ever been, on the /pur of 
the occafion, the volumes of which, taken together, have attorded to 


little matter for the tables of Errata. 





*¢* How much Cand@@@ the author of the letter with that figna- 
ture may poflefs, we know not; but had he a moderate fhare of mo- 
defly, or of common Jenfe, either of thofe endowments would have faved 
us the trouble of his letter. Jode/’y would have induced him 
to pay the poitage of it; and common /enfe would have hindered him 
from requelting us to review a publication thirty-three years old!! 
Our General Index, to0, would have informed him that we did review 
it, at the time of its appearance. 





*,* In juftice to Mr. Bidiake, we now ftate so the public, that 
tn a letter which we have received from this gentleman, he acknow- 
leges that the expreflion in his fermon, viz. man is by mature a fa- 
wage (fee cur laft number) #s har/b. He fays that it ‘ was adverted to 
too late for correction ;’. but that he only meant by it, * that the ftate 
of mankind previous to cultivation was barbarous.’ Mr. B. adds, 

* You are pleafed to fay, ‘* we hope and believe the fufferings of 
thefe poor wretches are not fo great as here reprefented.” I can 
only fay, that living in a feaport town, and being a member of the 
committee eftabliffied in it, I have too ftrong proofs from the exami- 
nation of the moft authentic and refpectable evidence, to believe all 
and more than I have afferted.’ 

If this is really the cafe, we are very forry for it. For the fake of 
humanity, and for the honour of our countrymen, we exprefied our 


-v» haope that it was otherwile. 





+++ G. P. P. may be affured that the book which he mentions 
was not neglected. The account of it has been written fome time, 
but has been obliged to wait its turn of infertion. G. P. P. will 
perceive it in this number. 





tit. T. C. mentions his not being able to find, in the Review 
for January 1779, the advertifement of Teyler’s Society at Haerlem ; 
from which we fuppofe that the Reviews in which he looked were 
bound up; for their propofal, being printed on a fingle page, and 
having been ftitched up with the blue covers, is thrown away by the 
binder. We have taken out one of thefe advertifements and put it 
under cover, directed for ‘I. C. at Mr. Becket’s, to be left till called 


for. 





§§§ Mr. Agutter’s fermon was reviewed in our number for Janu- 
ary laft, p. gs. 





qq We are forry that M. D. waits with impatience for our ac- 
count of the work which he mentions ; for i certainly muff pa- 
tiently wait its turn of infertion. Due attention, however, will be 


paid to it. 














CoRRESPONDENCE, 375 


+§4 In anfwer to our correfpondent Birch, we can only reply, 
that we never heard of any complete edition of Kuripides by Brunck ; 
nor do we recolleé& that he ever announced his intention of under- 
taking fuch a work. The detached plays which he has publithed, 
are Hecuba, Oreftes, Phaniffe, Medea, Hippolitus, Andromache, and 
the Bacche. 

The Euripides lately printed at Leipfig, by Chriftian Daniel Beck, 
is merely a republication of Jofhua Barnes’s edition, in quarto, and 
on wretched paper. The fragments, indeed, are copied from Muf- 

rave’s edition, whofe notes are given in a third volume; in which 
are inferted alfo, Brunck’s animadverfions on the plays which he had 
edited, Prevoft’s obfervations, fome new collations of the Hecuéa, 
Oreftes, and Phanife, by Mattheus, Zeunius, and Bech, and fuch re- 
marks as the author has gleaned from the works of modern critics. 

On the whole, we think that this edition might have been fpared. 
The flrangely inaccurate and nonfenfical remarks of Barnes did not 
merit republication in fuch a form. ‘The fragments were not care- 
fully collected by Mufgrave, and the number of them has not been 
increafed by Beck. ‘lhe remaining notes of the different editors 
and critics ought to have been incorporated into oxe work, with thole 
of Barnes and Mufgrave, and not have been detached and placed 
in different parts of the volume. 

Birch’s remark on the impropriety of compiling Greek exercifes 
from Xenophon’s Cyropedia, was formerly made in Our review of 
Mr. Huntingford’s book. 

Of Mr. Jofeph Warton’s intended Hiftory of Greek, Latin, 
French, and Italian Poetry, we have heard nothing fora long courfe 
of time. Weare happy however, in thus publicly joining our wifhes 
to thofe of the literary world, that it may fpeedily make its appear- 
ance. Yet we are but too certain, that the important itation which 
he fills fo honourably, can leave few vacant hours * to catch the 
zephyr and to court the mufe!”? Why isnot Mr. W. removed from 
an occupation of which the unremitting duties prevent the exertion 
of {fplendid as well as ufeful talents, and enabled to enjoy that 
etium cum dignitate, to which, by his long and ferviceable labours, he 


is fo juftiy entitled ? 
The plan fuggefted by Birch at the bottom of his letter, will be 


farther attended to.— We are obliged to him for it. C B y- 





©7o the MonTHLY REVIEWERS. 


‘ Chefter Place, Saturday Morning, 4th April, 

a. THE Countefs de la Motte prefents her compliments to the 
Monthly Reviewers, and begs they wil! accept her fincere and 
grateful thanks for the honour they have done her Memoirs, by giv- 
ing fo candid and impartial an account of them *., She fhould not 
celerve that confidence which they have obligingly faid the feems 

to merit,’ did fhe not endeavour to clear up the circumftance re- 
lative to the letters ;—it is certainly true that, owing to an overfight, 


—— 





* See Review for lat month, p. 269. 
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376 CoRRESPONDENCE, 


ee 

that paffage is not fo fucciné& as fhe wifhed ; it is, however, feen in 
page 28, in what manner fhe procured a tranfcript of them from the 
Queen tothe Cardinal ‘Ihe mutual! interefts that had occafioned her 
intimacy with the Cardinal, placed her upon fo friendly a footing, 
that fhe was in the fituation of adaughter, had accefs to his apart- 
ments, and was acquainted with, and confuited in, almoft all that 
concerned him ; it was, therefore, a matter of no difficulty for her to 
take copies of fuch as fhe chofe. ‘lhe letters were either delivered 
perfonally by each of the parties, or enclofed under cover to her; in 
the former cafe, ihe Cardinat always read them before they were 
clofed ; and in the latrer, his method was to place a piece of money 
under the fold of the paper where the feal was placed, to prevent the 
wax taking hold at the lower part, and as the impretiion was always 
placed high, st left afma!] portion of the wax below the edge of the 
fold: whenthe Countefs had therefore perufed the contents, fhe with 
great care put fome wax under the fold, which clofed the letter, and 
left the teal without injury. 

* She hopes fhe has fatisfactorily explained the mode by which fhe 
was empowered to procure the copies; but, as the world at large 
may have fome fcruples at receiving what would be fufiicient to the 
candid mind, and as cuftom has eftablifhed a form to ferve as a cri- 
terion to eftablifh a truth, fhe has an idea of giving (though reluc- 
tantly) chat teft, by making an affidavit before the Lord Mayor, and 
publifhing ir. 

‘ Had the paflages been pointed out, which feem to leave the 
bufinefs of the necklace in the leaft obfcurity, fhe fhould have been 
equally folicitous to have given.any further illuftration.’ 


*|/* Our ‘ very grateful and conftant reader’ withes for farther in- 





‘formation relative to the ‘ phofphorated foda invented by Mr. Willis, 


and introduced into pra&ice by Dr. Pearfon’ In the firlt place, then, 
we inform this correfpondent, that Dr. Pearfon was the /ole inventor 
of this new medicine, and that Mr. Willis prepares it ; and in the 
fecond place, to the laft-mentioned gentleman we beg leave to refer 
our enquirer for the intelligence which he wants. 





c> * A lover of confiftency’ muft wait another month, as we 
have not received any an{fwer from the gentleman to whom his letter 
was Commrunicated. 





On account of the overflow of our correfpondence, other letters 
muft remain till next month. 





“The continuation of the foreign literature, including our refumed 
account of the K. of Pruflia’s works, will appear in the next nume 
ber. 





Some accidents have occafioned the delay of our concluding ac- 
counts of the Edinburgh and Dublin tranfaétions, and the tranfla- 


~ tions of Ariftotle’s Poetic; but thefe articles will be finifhed as foon 


as poilible. 
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